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RSA 2000
Section 1 MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT Chapter M-26

(if) the Minister, where the improvement district or special
area is authorized or required to act;

(a) repealed 2020 cL-2.3 s24(2);

(r) fimunicipal purposesd means the purposes set out in section
3

(s) Amunicipalitydo means

(i) acity, town, village, summer village, municipal district
or specialized municipality,

(if) repealed 1995 c24 s2,
(iii) atown under the Parks Towns Act, or
(iv) amunicipality formed by special Act,

or, if the context requires, the geographical area within the
boundaries of a municipality described in subclauses (i) to

(iv);

(t) finatural person powersd means the capacity, rights, powers
and privileges of a natural person;

(u) fiownero means
(i) in respect of unpatented land, the Crown,

(if) in respect of other land, the person who is registered
under the Land Titles Act as the owner of the fee simple
estate in the land, and

(iii) in respect of any property other than land, the person in
lawful possession of it;

(v) fiparcel of lando means

(i) where there has been a subdivision, any lot or block
shown on a plan of subdivision that has been registered
in a land titles office;

(if) where a building affixed to the land that would without
special mention be transferred by a transfer of land has
been erected on 2 or more lots or blocks shown on a plan
of subdivision that has been registered in a land titles
office, all those lots or blocks;
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RSA 2000
Section 1 MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT Chapter M-26

(iii) a quarter section of land according to the system of
surveys under the Surveys Act or any other area of land
described on a certificate of title;

(w) fipecuniary interestd means pecuniary interest within the
meaning of Part 5, Division 6;

(x) fpopulationdo means population as determined by, and
specified by order of, the Minister under section 604.1;

(y) fpublic utilityo means a system or works used to provide
one or more of the following for public consumption,
benefit, convenience or use:

(i) water or steam;

(if) sewage disposal;

(iii) public transportation operated by or on behalf of the
municipality;

(iv) irrigation;

(v) drainage;

(vi) fuel,

(vii) electric power;

(viii) heat;

(ix) waste management;

(x) residential and commercial street lighting,

and includes the thing that is provided for public
consumption, benefit, convenience or use;

(y.1) fregional services commissiono means a regional services
commission under Part 15.1;

(z) firoadd means land

(i) shown as a road on a plan of survey that has been filed
or registered in a land titles office, or

(if) used as a public road,
and includes a bridge forming part of a public road and any

structure incidental to a public road,;
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Section 284

RSA 2000
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT Chapter M-26

(3) Each municipality must prepare a written plan respecting its
anticipated capital property additions over a period of at least the
next 5 financial years.

(4) The 3 financial years referred to in subsection (2) and the 5
financial years referred to in subsection (3) do not include the
financial year in which the financial plan or capital plan is
prepared.

(5) Council may elect to include more than 3 financial years in a
financial plan or more than 5 financial years in a capital plan.

(6) Council must annually review and update its financial plan and
capital plan.

(7) The Minister may make regulations respecting financial plans
and capital plans, including, without limitation, regulations

(a) respecting the form and contents of financial plans and
capital plans;

(b) specifying the first financial year required to be reflected in
a financial plan;

(c) specifying the first financial year required to be reflected in

a capital plan.
2015 c8 540

Part 9
Assessment of Property

Interpretation provisions for Parts 9 to 12

284(1) In this Part and Parts 10, 11 and 12,

(a) fiassessed persond means a person who is named on an
assessment roll in accordance with section 304;

(b) fassessed propertyd means property in respect of which an
assessment has been prepared;

(c) fiassessmento means a value of property determined in
accordance with this Part and the regulations;

(d) fassessord means
(i) the provincial assessor, or

(if) a municipal assessor,
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O

®

(f.01)

and includes any person to whom those duties and
responsibilities are delegated by the person referred to in
subclause (i) or (ii);

ficouncilo includes

(i) acollecting board that is authorized under section 177 of
the Education Act to impose and collect taxes in a school
division as defined in that Act, and

(if) the Minister, in respect of an improvement district or
special area;

fiCrownd means the Crown in right of Alberta, and includes
a Provincial agency as defined in the Financial
Administration Act and an agent of the Crown in right of
Alberta;

fidesignated industrial propertyd means
(i) facilities regulated by the Alberta Energy Regulator, the
Alberta Utilities Commission or the Canadian Energy
Regulator,

(i) linear property,

(iii) property designated as a major plant by the regulations,

(f.1)

(9)
(9.1)

(h)

(i)

(iv) land and improvements in respect of a parcel of land

where that parcel of land contains property described in
subclause (i) or (iii), and

(v) land and improvements in respect of land in which a
leasehold interest is held where the land is not registered
in a land titles office and contains property described in
subclause (i) or (iii);

fidesignated manufactured homed means a manufactured
home, mobile home, modular home or travel trailer;

repealed 2016 c24 s21;

fiextended area networkd has the meaning given to it in the
regulations;

fifarm buildingd has the meaning given to it in the
regulations;

fifarming operationso has the meaning given to it in the
regulations;
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(J) Aimprovementd means

(i)
(ii)

(iii)
(iiii.1)
(iv)

a structure,

any thing attached or secured to a structure, that would
be transferred without special mention by a transfer or
sale of the structure,

a designated manufactured home,
linear property, and

machinery and equipment;

(k) filinear propertyo means

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

electric power systems, which has the meaning given to
that term in the regulations,

street lighting systems, which has the meaning given to
that term in the regulations,

telecommunication systems, which has the meaning
given to that term in the regulations,

pipelines, which has the meaning given to that term in
the regulations,

railway property, which has the meaning given to that
term in the regulations, and

wells, which has the meaning given to that term in the
regulations;

() fimachinery and equipmento has the meaning given to it in
the regulations;

(m) fimanufactured homeo means any structure, whether
ordinarily equipped with wheels or not, that is manufactured
to meet or exceed the Canadian Standards Association
standard CSA Z240 and that is used as a residence or for
any other purpose;

(n) fAmanufactured home communityd means a parcel of land
that

(i)

is designated in the land use bylaw of a municipality as a
manufactured home community, and
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(if) includes at least 3 designated manufactured home sites
that are rented or available for rent;

(n.1) Amobile homed means a structure that is designed to be
towed or carried from place to place and that is used as a
residence or for any other purpose, but that does not meet
Canadian Standards Association standard CSA Z240;

(n.2) fimodular homed means a home that is constructed from a
number of pre-assembled units that are intended for delivery
to and assembly at a residential site;

(n.3) fimunicipal assessment rollo means the assessment roll
prepared by a municipality under section 302(1);

(n.4) fAmunicipal assessoro means a designated officer appointed
under section 284.2 to carry out the functions, duties and
powers of a municipal assessor under this Act;

(o) fimunicipalityo includes

(i) aschool division, as defined in the Education Act, in
which a collecting board is authorized under section 177
of that Act to impose and collect taxes or, where the
school division is authorized or required to act, the
collecting board, and

(if) an improvement district and a special area or, where the
improvement district or special area is authorized or
required to act, the Minister;

(0.1) foperationalo has the meaning given to it in the regulations;

(p) foperatoro has the meaning given to it in the regulations;

(g) fownero, in respect of a designated manufactured home,
means the owner of the designated manufactured home and
not the person in lawful possession of it;

(r) fipropertyd means
(i) aparcel of land,
(if) an improvement, or
(iii) a parcel of land and the improvements to it;

(r.1) fprovincial assessment rollo means the assessment roll
prepared by the provincial assessor under section 302(2);
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Section 284.1

RSA 2000
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT Chapter M-26

(r.2) fprovincial assessord means the provincial assessor
designated under section 284.1;

(s), (t) repealed 2016 c24 s21;

(u) Afstructured means a building or other thing erected or placed
in, on, over or under land, whether or not it is so affixed to
the land as to become transferred without special mention
by a transfer or sale of the land,;

(u.1) ASuperNeto has the meaning given to it in the regulations;

(v), (w) repealed 2016 c24 s21,

(w.1) ftravel trailerdo means a trailer intended to provide
accommodation for vacation use and licensed and equipped
to travel on a road;

(x) fiyeard means a 12-month period beginning on January 1
and ending on the next December 31.

(2) In this Part and Parts 10, 11 and 12, a reference to a parcel of
land that is held under a lease, licence or permit from the Crown in
right of Alberta or Canada includes a part of the parcel.

(2.1) For the purposes of subsection (1)(f.01)(i), a facility
regulated by the Alberta Energy Regulator, the Alberta Utilities
Commission or the Canadian Energy Regulator includes all
components of the facility, including any machinery and
equipment, buildings and structures servicing or related to the
facility and land on which the facility is located.

(3) For the purposes of this Part and Parts 10, 11 and 12, any
document, including an assessment notice and a tax notice, that is
required to be sent to a person is deemed to be sent on the day the
document is mailed or otherwise delivered to that person.

(4) Inthis Part and Parts 11 and 12, ficomplaint deadlineé means
60 days after the notice of assessment date set under section 308.1
or 324(2)(a.1).
RSA 2000 cM-26 $284;2007 cA-37.2 s82(17);2007 c42 s3;
2009 ¢29 $2;2012 cE-0.3 5279;2015 c8 541;2016 c24 5521,140;
2017 ¢13 51(20);2021 ¢22 52;2022 c16 s9(62)

Provincial assessor

284.1(1) The Minister must designate a person having the
qualifications set out in the regulations as the provincial assessor to
carry out the functions, duties and powers of the provincial assessor
under this Act.
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(2) Subject to the regulations, the provincial assessor may delegate
to any person any power or duty conferred or imposed on the
provincial assessor by this Act.

(3) The provincial assessor is not liable for loss or damage caused
by anything said or done or omitted to be done in good faith in the
performance or intended performance of the provincial assessords

functions, duties or powers under this Act or any other enactment.
2016 24 522

Municipal assessor

284.2(1) A municipality must appoint a person having the
qualifications set out in the regulations to the position of designated
officer to carry out the functions, duties and powers of a municipal
assessor under this Act.

(2) Subject to the regulations, a municipal assessor may delegate
to any person any power or duty conferred or imposed on the
municipal assessor by this Act.

(3) A municipal assessor is not liable for loss or damage caused by
anything said or done or omitted to be done in good faith in the
performance or intended performance of the municipal assessords

functions, duties or powers under this Act or any other enactment.
2016 24 522

Division 1
Preparation of Assessments

Preparing annual assessments

285 Each municipality must prepare annually an assessment for
each property in the municipality, except designated industrial
property and the property listed in section 298.

RSA 2000 cM-26 $285;2002 c19 s2;2016 ¢24 5135

286 Repealed 1994 cM-26.1 s286.
287 Repealed 1994 cM-26.1 s287.

288 Repealed 1994 cM-26.1 s288.

Assessments for property other than
designated industrial property

289(1) Assessments for all property in a municipality, other than
designated industrial property, must be prepared by the municipal
assessor.

(2) Each assessment must reflect
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MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT Chapter M-26

(a) the characteristics and physical condition of the property on
December 31 of the year prior to the year in which a tax is
imposed under Part 10 in respect of the property, and

(b) the valuation and other standards set out in the regulations
for that property.

(2.1) If the provincial assessor and a municipal assessor assess the
same property, the municipality in which the property is situated
must rescind the municipal assessment and notify the assessed
person.

(3), (4) Repealed 2016 c24 s23.
RSA 2000 cM-26 5289;2009 c29 s3;2016 c24 523

Land to be assessed as a parcel

290(1) If a parcel of land is located in more than one municipality,
the assessor must prepare an assessment for the part of the parcel
that is located in the municipality in which the assessor has the
authority to act, as if that part of the parcel is a separate parcel of
land.

(2) Any area of land forming part of a right of way for a railway,
irrigation works as defined in the Irrigation Districts Act or
drainage works as defined in the Drainage Districts Act but used
for purposes other than the operation of the railway, irrigation
works or drainage works must be assessed as if it is a parcel of
land.

(3) Any area of land that is owned by the Crown in right of Alberta
or Canada and is the subject of a grazing lease or grazing permit
granted by either Crown must be assessed as if it is a parcel of land.

(4) Repealed 1995 c24 s37.
1994 cM-26.1 5290;1995 c24 $37;1999 cl-11.7 5214

Assessment of condominium unit

290.1(1) Each unit and the share in the common property that is
assigned to the unit must be assessed

(a) inthe case of a bare land condominium, as if it is a parcel of
land, or

(b) inany other case, as if it is a parcel of land and the
improvements to it.

(2) In this section, fiunitd and fishare in the common propertyo
have the meanings given to them in the Condominium Property
Act.

1995 c24 538
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Assessment of strata space
290.2 Each strata space as defined in section 86 of the Land
Titles Act must be assessed as if it is a parcel of land and the
improvements to it.

1995 c24 s38

Rules for assessing improvements
291(1) Unless subsection (2) applies, an assessment must be
prepared for an improvement whether or not it is complete or
capable of being used for its intended purpose.

(2) No assessment is to be prepared

@

(b)

©

(d)

O

for new linear property that is not operational on or before
October 31,

for new improvements, other than designated industrial
property improvements, that are intended to be used for or
in connection with a manufacturing or processing operation
and that are not operational on or before December 31,

for new designated industrial property improvements, other
than linear property, that are intended to be used for or in
connection with a manufacturing or processing operation
and that are not operational on or before October 31,

for new improvements, other than designated industrial
property improvements, that are intended to be used for the
storage of materials manufactured or processed by the
improvements referred to in clause (b), if the improvements
referred to in clause (b) are not operational on or before
December 31, or

for new designated industrial property improvements, other
than linear property, that are intended to be used for the
storage of materials manufactured or processed by the
improvements referred to in clause (c), if the improvements
referred to in clause (c) are not operational on or before
October 31.

(2.1) Notwithstanding subsection (2), an assessment must be
prepared for new improvements, whether complete or not, on a
property or a portion of a property where the improvements do not
contain machinery and equipment intended to be used in
connection with the manufacturing and processing operation even
if another portion of the property contains a manufacturing or
processing operation.
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(3) to (5) Repealed 2016 c24 s24.
RSA 2000 cM-26 5291;2008 c24 s2;2016 c24 s24;
2019 ¢22 s10(8)

Assessments for designated industrial property

292(1) Assessments for designated industrial property must be
prepared by the provincial assessor.

(2) Each assessment must reflect

(a) the valuation standard set out in the regulations for
designated industrial property, and

(b) the specifications and characteristics of the designated
industrial property as specified in the regulations.

(2.1) The specifications and characteristics of the designated
industrial property referred to in subsection (2)(b) must reflect

(a) the records of the Alberta Energy Regulator, the Alberta
Utilities Commission or the Canadian Energy Regulator, as
the case may be, on October 31 of the year prior to the year
in which the tax is imposed under Part 10 in respect of the
designated industrial property, and

(b) any other source of information that the provincial assessor
considers relevant, as at October 31 of the year prior to the
year in which the tax is imposed under Part 10 in respect of
the designated industrial property.

(2.2) Information received by the provincial assessor from the
Alberta Energy Regulator, the Alberta Utilities Commission or the
Canadian Energy Regulator is deemed to be correct for the
purposes of preparing assessments.

(3) to (5) Repealed 2016 c24 s25.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $292;2007 cA-37.2 s82(17);
2008 €37 52,2012 cR-17.3 $95;2016 24 s25;
2022 16 $9(62)

Duties of assessors

293(1) In preparing an assessment, an assessor must, in a fair and
equitable manner,

(a) apply the valuation and other standards set out in the
regulations, and

(b) follow the procedures set out in the regulations.
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(2) If there are no procedures set out in the regulations for
preparing assessments, the assessor must take into consideration
assessments of similar property in the same municipality in which
the property that is being assessed is located.

(3) The municipal assessor must, in accordance with the
regulations, provide the Minister or the provincial assessor with
information that the Minister or the provincial assessor requires
about property in the municipality.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $293;2002 c19 $3;2009 c29 s4;
2016 c24 526

Right to enter on and inspect property

294(1) After giving reasonable notice to the owner or occupier of
any property, an assessor may at any reasonable time, for the
purpose of carrying out the duties and responsibilities of the
assessor under Parts 9 to 12 and the regulations,

(a) enter on and inspect the property,
(b) request anything to be produced, and
(c) make copies of anything necessary to the inspection.

(2) When carrying out duties under subsection (1), an assessor
must produce identification on request.

(3) An assessor must, in accordance with the regulations, inform
the owner or occupier of any property of the purpose for which

information is being collected under this section and section 295.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $294;2002 c19 $4;2017 ¢13 s1(21)

Duty to provide information

295(1) A person must provide, on request by an assessor, any
information necessary for the assessor to carry out the duties and
responsibilities of an assessor under Parts 9 to 12 and the
regulations.

(2) The Alberta Safety Codes Authority or an agency accredited
under the Safety Codes Act must release, on request by an assessor,
information or documents respecting a permit issued under the
Safety Codes Act.

(3) An assessor may request information or documents under
subsection (2) only in respect of a property within the municipality
for which the assessor is preparing an assessment.

(4) No person may make a complaint in the year following the
assessment year under section 460 or, in the case of designated
industrial property, under section 492(1) about an assessment if the
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person has failed to provide any information requested under
subsection (1) within 60 days from the date of the request.

(5) Information collected under this section must be reported to the
Minister on the Ministerds request.

(6) Despite section 294(1) and subsection (1) of this section, where
an assessment of property is the subject of a complaint under Part
11 or 12 by the person assessed in respect of that property,

(a) the assessed person is not obligated to provide information
or produce anything to an assessor in respect of that
assessment, and

(b) the assessor has no authority under section 294(1)(c) to
make copies of anything the assessed person refuses to
provide or produce relating to that assessment

until after the complaint has been heard and decided by the
assessment review board or the Land and Property Rights Tribunal,
as the case may be.

RSA 2000 cM-26 $295;2002 c19 55,2016 24 527
2017 ¢13 52(6);2020 cL-2.3 24(41)

Assessor not bound by information received
295.1 An assessor is not bound by the information received under
section 294 or 295 if the assessor has reasonable grounds to believe

that the information is inaccurate.
2019 ¢22 510(9)

Court authorized inspection and enforcement

296(1) The provincial assessor or a municipality may apply to the
Court of Kingds Bench for an order under subsection (2) if any
person

(a) refuses to allow or interferes with an entry or inspection by
an assessor, or

(b) refuses to produce anything requested by an assessor to
assist the assessor in preparing an assessment or
determining if property is to be assessed.

(2) The Court may make an order

(a) restraining a person from preventing or interfering with an
assessords entry or inspection, or

(b) requiring a person to produce anything requested by an
assessor under section 294 or 295.
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(3) A copy of the application and each affidavit in support must be
served at least 3 days before the day named in the application for

the hearing.
RSA 2000 cM-26 5296;2009 c53 s119;2016 c24 528;AR 217/2022

Assigning assessment classes to property
297(1) When preparing an assessment of property, the assessor
must assign one or more of the following assessment classes to the
property:

(a) class 1 - residential;

(b) class 2 - non-residential;

(c) class 3 - farm land;

(d) class 4 - machinery and equipment.

(2) A council may by bylaw divide class 1 into sub-classes on any
basis it considers appropriate, and if the council does so, the
assessor may assign one or more sub-classes to property in class 1.

(2.1) A council may by bylaw divide class 2 into the sub-classes
prescribed by subsection (3.1), and if the council does so, the
assessor must assign one or more of the prescribed sub-classes to a
property in class 2.

(3) If more than one assessment class or sub-class is assigned to a
property, the assessor must provide a breakdown of the assessment,
showing each assessment class or sub-class assigned and the
portion of the assessment attributable to each assessment class or
sub-class.

(3.1) For the purposes of subsection (2.1), the following
sub-classes are prescribed for property in class 2:

(a) vacant non-residential property;

(b) small business property;

(c) other non-residential property.
(3.2) The sub-classes referred to in subsection (3.1)(a), (b) and (c)
may be applied to both the Urban and Rural Service Areas for Lac
La Biche County and the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo

as if the service areas were separate entities.

(3.3) For the purposes of subsection (3.1)(b), property in a
municipality is small business property of a business if
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(a) the property
(i) is owned or leased by the business, and
(if) is not designated industrial property,

(b) the business is operating under a business licence or a
municipal bylaw that identifies the business, and

(c) the business has, on December 31 of the relevant assessment
year or on an alternative date specified in a municipal
bylaw, a number of full-time employees across Canada that

(i) s less than 50, or

(ii) is less than any number less than 50 that is specified in a
municipal bylaw,

whichever is lower.

(3.4) Despite subsection (3.3)(a)(i), a property that is leased by a
business is not a small business property of a business if the
business has subleased the property to someone else.

(3.5) A municipality may by bylaw prescribe procedures to allow
for the effective administration of the small business property
sub-class tax rate, including, without limitations, a method for
determining and counting full-time employees and the frequency of
that count.

(4) In this section,

(a) fAfarm lando means land used for farming operations as
defined in the regulations;

(a.1) fimachinery and equipmento does not include

(i) any thing that falls within the definition of linear
property as set out in section 284(1)(k), or

(if) any component of a manufacturing or processing facility
that is used for the cogeneration of power;

(b) finon-residentialo, in respect of property, means linear
property, components of manufacturing or processing
facilities that are used for the cogeneration of power or other
property on which industry, commerce or another use takes
place or is permitted to take place under a land use bylaw
passed by a council, but does not include farm land or land
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that is used or intended to be used for permanent living
accommodation;

(c) fresidentialo, in respect of property, means property that is
not classed by the assessor as farm land, machinery and

equipment or non-residential.
RSA 2000 cM-26 5297;2002 c19 s6; 2016 c24 s29;
2017 c13 52(7);2022 c16 s9(63)

Non-assessable property
298(1) No assessment is to be prepared for the following property:

(a) afacility, works or system for

(i) the collection, treatment, conveyance or disposal of
sanitary sewage, or

(if) storm sewer drainage,

that is owned by the Crown in right of Alberta or Canada, a
municipality or a regional services commission;

(b) a facility, works or system for the storage, conveyance,
treatment, distribution or supply of water that is owned by
the Crown in right of Alberta or Canada, a municipality or a
regional services commission;

(b.1) a water supply and distribution system, including metering
facilities, that is owned or operated by an individual or a
corporation and used primarily to provide a domestic water
supply service;

(c) irrigation works as defined in the Irrigation Districts Act
and the land on which they are located when they are held
by an irrigation district, but not including any residence or
the land attributable to the residence;

(d) canals, dams, dikes, weirs, breakwaters, ditches, basins,
reservoirs, cribs and embankments;

(e) flood-gates, drains, tunnels, bridges, culverts, headworks,
flumes, penstocks and aqueducts

(i) located at a dam,
(if) used in the operation of a dam, and

(iii) used for water conservation or flood control, but not for
the generation of electric power;
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(f) land on which any property listed in clause (d) or (e) is
located

(i) ifthe land is a dam site, and

(if) whether or not the property located on the land is used
for water conservation, flood control or the generation of
electric power;

(g) awater conveyance system operated in connection with a
manufacturing or processing plant, including any facilities
designed and used to treat water to meet municipal
standards, but not including any improvement designed and
used for

(i) the further treatment of the water supply to meet specific
water standards for a manufacturing or processing
operation,

(if) water reuse,
(iii) fire protection, or
(iv) the production or transmission of a natural resource;

(h) asewage conveyance system operated in connection with a
manufacturing or processing plant, including any facilities
designed and used to treat and dispose of domestic sewage,
but not including any improvement designed and used for
the treatment of other effluent from the manufacturing or
processing plant;

(i) roads, but not including a road right of way that is held
under a lease, licence or permit from the Crown in right of
Alberta or Canada or from a municipality and that is used
for a purpose other than as a road;

(i.1) weigh scales, inspection stations and other improvements
necessary to maintain the roads referred to in clause (i) and
to keep those roads and users safe, but not including a street
lighting system owned by a corporation, a municipality or a
corporation controlled by a municipality;

(i) property held by the Crown in right of Alberta or Canada in
a municipal district, improvement district, special area or
specialized municipality that

(i) is not used or actively occupied by the Crown, or
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(k)

(if) is not occupied under an interest or right granted by the
Crown,

unless the property is located in a hamlet or in an urban
service area as defined in an order creating a specialized
municipality;

any provincial park or recreation area, including any
campground, day use area or administration and
maintenance facility held by the Crown in right of Alberta
or operated under a facility operation contract or service
contract with the Crown in right of Alberta, but not
including the following:

(i) aresidence and the land attributable to it;

(if) property that is the subject of a disposition under the
Provincial Parks Act or the Public Lands Act;

(iii) a downhill ski hill, golf course, food concession, store or

(k.1)

0]

(m)

(n)

(0)

(p)

(@

restaurant, and the land attributable to it, operated under
a facility operation contract or a service contract with the
Crown in right of Alberta;

any national park held by the Crown in right of Canada, but
not including a parcel of land, an improvement, or a parcel
of land and the improvements to it held under a lease,
licence or permit from the Crown in right of Canada;

property held by the Crown in right of Alberta or Canada
and forming part of an undertaking in respect of the
conservation, reclamation, rehabilitation or reforestation of
land, but not including any residence or the land attributable
to the residence;

property used for or in connection with a forestry tower that
is not accessible by road;

any interest under a timber disposition under the Forests Act
and the timber harvest or cut authorized by the disposition;

any interest under a permit or authorization for the grazing
of stock under the Forests Act or the Forest Reserves Act;

wheel loaders, wheel trucks and haulers, crawler type
shovels, hoes and dozers;

linear property used exclusively for farming operations;
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)

(r1)

()
(®)
(u)
v)
(w)
)

linear property forming part of a rural gas distribution
system and gas conveyance pipelines situated in a rural
municipality where that linear property is owned by a
municipality or a rural gas co-operative association
organized under the Rural Utilities Act, but not including
gas conveyance pipelines owned by rural gas co-operative
associations,

(i) from the regulating and metering station to an industrial
customer consuming more than 10 000 gigajoules of gas
during any period that starts on November 1 in one year
and ends on October 31 in the next year and that
precedes the year in which the assessment for those
pipelines is to be used for the purpose of imposing a tax
under Part 10, or

(if) that serve or deliver gas to

(A) acity, town, village, summer village or hamlet, or

(B) an urban service area as defined in an order creating
a specialized municipality

that has a population of more than 500 people;
linear property forming part of a rural gas distribution
system where that gas distribution system is subject to a
franchise area approval under the Gas Distribution Act;
cairns and monuments;
property in Indian reserves;
property in Metis settlements;
minerals;
growing crops;

the following improvements owned or leased by a regional
airports authority created under section 5(2) of the Regional
Airports Authorities Act:

(i) runways;

(ii) paving;
(iii) roads and sidewalks;

(iv) reservoirs;
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(v) water and sewer lines;
(vi) fencing;

(vii) conveyor belts, cranes, weigh scales, loading bridges and
machinery and equipment;

(viii) pole lines, transmission lines, light standards and
unenclosed communications towers;

(y) farm buildings;

(z) machinery and equipment, except to the extent prescribed in
the regulations;

(aa) designated manufactured homes held in storage and forming
part of the inventory of a manufacturer of or dealer in
designated manufactured homes;

(bb) travel trailers that are

(i) not connected to any utility services provided by a
public utility, and

(if) not attached or connected to any structure;

(cc) linear property in the extended area network that is used for
SuperNet purposes.

(2) Insubsection (1)(r)(i), fiindustrial customerd means a customer
that operates a factory, plant, works or industrial process related to
manufacturing and processing.

(3) Despite subsection (1)(cc), where linear property referred to in
that provision is used for business, the linear property is, subject to
the regulations, assessable to the extent the linear property is used
for business.

RSA 2000 cM-26 s298;2005 c14 s4;2015 c8 s42;2022 c16 s9(64)

Access to municipal assessment record
299(1) An assessed person may ask the municipality, in the
manner required by the municipality, to let the assessed person see
or receive information prescribed by the regulations that is in the
municipal assessords possession at the time of the request, showing
how the municipal assessor prepared the assessment of that
personds property.

(2) Subject to subsection (3) and the regulations, the municipality
must comply with a request under subsection (1).
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(3) Where a complaint is filed under section 461 by the person
assessed in respect of property, a municipality is not obligated to
respond to a request by that person for information under this
section in respect of an assessment of that property until the
complaint has been heard and decided by an assessment review
board.

(4) Subsection (3) does not apply if the request for information is
in respect of an amended assessment and the amended assessment

notice was issued during the complaint period.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s299;2009 c29 s5;2016 c24 s30;2017 c13 s2(8)

Access to provincial assessment record

299.1(1) An assessed person may ask the provincial assessor, in
the manner required by the provincial assessor, to let the assessed
person see or receive information prescribed by the regulations in
the provincial assessords possession at the time of the request,
showing how the provincial assessor prepared the assessment of
that personds designated industrial property.

(2) Subject to subsection (3) and the regulations, the provincial
assessor must comply with a request under subsection (1).

(3) Where a complaint described in section 492(1) is filed under
section 491(1) by the person assessed in respect of designated
industrial property, the provincial assessor is not obligated to
respond to a request by that person for information under this
section in respect of an assessment of that designated industrial
property until the complaint has been heard and decided by the
Land and Property Rights Tribunal.

(4) Subsection (3) does not apply if the request for information is
in respect of an amended assessment and the amended assessment

notice was issued during the complaint period.
2016 c24 $30;2017 ¢13 52(8);2020 cL-2.3 524(41)

Municipal access to provincial assessment record

299.2(1) A municipality may ask the provincial assessor, in the
manner required by the provincial assessor, to let the municipality
see or receive information in the provincial assessords possession at
the time of the request, showing how the provincial assessor
prepared the assessment of designated industrial property in the
municipality.

(2) Subject to subsection (3) and the regulations, the provincial
assessor must comply with a request under subsection (1).

(3) Where a complaint described in section 492(1) is filed under
section 491(1) by a municipality in respect of designated industrial
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property, the provincial assessor is not obligated to respond to a
request by that municipality for information under this section in
respect of an assessment of that designated industrial property until
the complaint has been heard and decided by the Land and Property
Rights Tribunal.

(4) Subsection (3) does not apply if the request for information is
in respect of an amended assessment and the amended assessment
notice was issued during the complaint period.

(5) Information obtained by a municipality under this section must
be used only for assessment purposes and must not be disclosed
except at the hearing of a complaint before the Land and Property
Rights Tribunal.

2016 c24 $30;2017 ¢13 52(8);2020 cL-2.3 524(41)

Access to summary of municipal assessment
300(1) An assessed person may ask the municipality, in the
manner required by the municipality, to let the assessed person see
or receive a summary of the most recent assessment of any
assessed property in the municipality of which the assessed person
is not the owner.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), a summary of the most
recent assessment must include the following information that is in

the municipal assessords possession or under the municipal
assessords control at the time of the request:

(a) adescription of the parcel of land and any improvements, to
identify the type and use of the property;

(b) the size and measurements of the parcel of land;
(c) the age and size or measurement of any improvements;
(d) the key attributes of any improvements to the parcel of land;

(e) the assessed value and any adjustments to the assessed value
of the parcel of land;

(f) any other information prescribed or otherwise described in
the regulations.

(3) The municipality must, in accordance with the regulations,
comply with a request under subsection (1) if it is satisfied that

necessary confidentiality will not be breached.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $300;2009 c29 s6;2016 c24 s31
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Access to summary of provincial assessment

300.1(1) An assessed person may ask the provincial assessor, in
the manner required by the provincial assessor, to let the assessed
person see or receive a summary of the most recent assessment of
any assessed designated industrial property of which the assessed
person is not the owner or operator.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), a summary of the most
recent assessment must include the following information that is in
the provincial assessords possession or under the provincial
assessoris control at the time of the request:

(a) adescription of the designated industrial property;

(b) the assessed value associated with the designated industrial
property;

(c) any other information prescribed or otherwise described in
the regulations.

(3) The provincial assessor must, in accordance with the
regulations, comply with a request under subsection (1) if the
provincial assessor is satisfied that necessary confidentiality will
not be breached.

2016 c24 s31

Right to release assessment information

301(1) A municipality may provide information in its possession
about assessments if it is satisfied that necessary confidentiality
will not be breached.

(2) The provincial assessor may provide information that is in the
provincial assessords possession about assessments if the provincial
assessor is satisfied that necessary confidentiality will not be
breached.

RSA 2000 cM-26 $301;2016 c24 s32

Relationship to Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act
301.1 Sections 299 to 301 prevail despite the Freedom of

Information and Protection of Privacy Act.
1994 cM-26.1 5738

Division 2
Assessment Roll
Preparation of roll
302(1) Each municipality must prepare annually, not later than

February 28, an assessment roll for assessed property in the
municipality other than designated industrial property.
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(2) The provincial assessor must prepare annually, not later than
February 28, an assessment roll for assessed designated industrial

property.

(3) The provincial assessor must provide to each municipality a
copy of that portion of the provincial assessment roll that relates to

the designated industrial property situated in the municipality.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s302;2005 c14 s5;2016 c24 $33

Contents of roll

303 The assessment roll prepared by a municipality must show,
for each assessed property, the following:

(a) adescription sufficient to identify the location of the
property;

(b) the name and mailing address of the assessed person;

(c) whether the property is a parcel of land, an improvement or
a parcel of land and the improvements to it;

(d) if the property is an improvement, a description showing the
type of improvement;

(e) the assessment;
(f) the assessment class or classes;
(f.1) repealed 2017 c13 s1(22);

(g) whether the property is assessable for public school
purposes or separate school purposes, if notice has been
given to the municipality under section 147 or 148 of the
Education Act;

(9.1) repealed 2016 c24 s34;

(h) if the property is fully or partially exempt from taxation
under Part 10, a notation of that fact;

(h.1) if a deferral of the collection of tax under section 364.1 or
364.2 is in effect for the property, a notation of that fact;

(i) any other information considered appropriate by the

municipality or required by the Minister, as the case may be.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s303;2002 c19 s7;2005 c14 s6;

2012 cE-0.3 5279;2016 ¢24 $34;2017 ¢13 s1(22);

2019 c6 s3
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Contents of provincial assessment roll

303.1 The provincial assessment roll must show, for each
assessed designated industrial property, the following:

(a) adescription of the type of designated industrial property;

(b) a description sufficient to identify the location of the
designated industrial property;

(c) the name and mailing address of the assessed person;
(d) the assessment;

(e) the assessment class or classes;

(f) repealed 2017 c13 s2(9);

(9) whether the designated industrial property is assessable for
public school purposes or separate school purposes, if notice
has been given to the municipality under section 147 or 148
of the Education Act;

(h) if the designated industrial property is exempt from taxation
under Part 10, a notation of that fact;

(h.1) if a deferral of the collection of tax under section 364.2 is in
effect for the property, a notation of that fact;

(i) any other information considered appropriate by the

provincial assessor.
2012 cE-0.3 $5279;2016 c24 $35;2017 ¢13 52(9);2019 6 s4

Recording assessed persons
304(1) The name of the person described in column 2 must be
recorded on the assessment roll as the assessed person in respect of
the assessed property described in column 1.

Column1 Column 2
Assessed Assessed
property person
@ a parcel of land, unless @) the owner of the parcel of
otherwise dealt with in this land;
subsection;
(b) a parcel of land and the (b) the owner of the parcel of
improvements to it, unless land;
otherwise dealt with in this
subsection;
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Column 1 Column 2
Assessed Assessed
property person

(© a parcel of land, an (© the holder of the lease,
improvement or a parcel of licence or permit or, in the
land and the improvements case of a parcel of land or
to it held under a lease, a parcel of land and the
licence or permit from the improvements to it, the
Crown in right of Alberta person who occupies the
or Canada or a land with the consent of
municipality; that holder or, if the land

that was the subject of a
lease, licence or permit
has been sold under an
agreement for sale, the
purchaser under that
agreement;

(d) a parcel of land forming (d) the holder of the lease,
part of the station grounds licence or permit or the
of, or of a right of way for, person who occupies the
a railway other than land with the consent of
railway property, or a right that holder;
of way for, irrigation
works as defined in the
Irrigation Districts Act or
drainage works as defined
in the Drainage Districts
Act, that is held under a
lease, licence or permit
from the person who
operates the railway, or
from the irrigation district
or the board of trustees of
the drainage district;

(d.1) railway property; (d.1) the owner of the railway

property;

(e) a parcel of land and the (e) the holder of the lease,

improvements to it held
under a lease, licence or
permit from a regional
airports authority, where
the land and improvements
are used in connection
with the operation of an
airport;

200

licence or permit or the
person who occupies the
land with the consent of
that holder;
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(@)

(h)

0]

Column 1
Assessed

property

a parcel of land, or a part
of a parcel of land, and the
improvements to it held
under a lease, licence or
permit from the owner of
the land where the land
and the improvements are
used for

(i)  drilling, treating,
separating, refining
or processing of
natural gas, oil, coal,
salt, brine or any
combination, product
or by-product of any
of them,

(ii)  pipeline pumping or
compressing, or

(iii) working, excavating,
transporting or
storing any minerals
in or under the land
referred to in the
lease, licence or
permit or under land
in the vicinity of that
land.

machinery and equipment
used in the excavation or
transportation of coal or oil
sands as defined in the Oil
Sands Conservation Act;

improvements to a parcel
of land listed in section
298 for which no
assessment is to be
prepared,;

linear property;

201

®

)

(h)

(i)

Column 2
Assessed
person

the holder of the lease,
licence or permit;

the owner of the
machinery and equipment;

the person who owns or
has exclusive use of the
improvements;

the operator of the linear
property;
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Column1 Column 2
Assessed Assessed
property person

) a designated manufactured  (j) the owner of
home on asite in a
manufactured home (i) the designated
community and any other manufactured home,
improvements located on or
the site and owned or
occupied by the person (i) the manufactured
occupying the designated home community if
manufactured home; the municipality

passes a bylaw to
that effect;

) a designated (3 the owner of the
manufactured home designated manufactured
located on a parcel of land home if the municipality
that is not owned by the passes a bylaw to that
owner of the designated effect;
manufactured home
together with any other
improvements located on
the site that are owned or
occupied by the person
occupying the designated
manufactured home;

M a parcel of land, or a part ~ (I) the holder of the lease,

of a parcel of land, and the
improvements to it held
under a lease, licence or
permit from the owner of
the land where the land
and improvements are
used in connection with

an electric generation
system as defined in the
regulations.

licence or permit.

(2) When land is occupied under the authority of a right of entry
order as defined in the Surface Rights Act or an order made under
any other Act, it is, for the purposes of subsection (1), considered
to be occupied under a lease or licence from the owner of the land.

(3) A person who purchases property or in any other manner
becomes liable to be shown on the assessment roll as an assessed

person
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(a) must provide to the provincial assessor, in the case of
designated industrial property, or

(b) must provide to the municipality, in the case of property
other than designated industrial property,

written notice of a mailing address to which notices under this Part
and Part 10 may be sent.

(4) Despite subsection (1)(c), no individual who occupies housing
accommodation under a lease, licence or permit from a
management body under the Alberta Housing Act is to be recorded
as an assessed person if the sole purpose of the lease, licence or
permit is to provide housing accommodation for that individual.

(5) Repealed 2016 c24 s36.
(6) A bylaw passed under subsection (1)(j)(ii)
(a) must be advertised,

(b) has no effect until the beginning of the year commencing at
least 12 months after the bylaw is passed,

(c) must indicate the criteria used to designate the assessed
person, and

(d) may apply to one or more manufactured home communities.

(7) When a bylaw is passed under subsection (1)(j)(ii), the owner
of the designated manufactured home is the assessed person for the
purpose of making a complaint under section 460(1) relating to the

designated manufactured home.
RSA 2000 cM-26 5304;2005 c14 s7;2008 ¢37 s3;
2016 c24 $36;2017 c13 51(23);2024 c11 s2(23)

Correction of roll

305(1) Ifitis discovered that there is an error, omission or
misdescription in any of the information shown on the assessment
roll,

(a) the assessor may correct the assessment roll for the current
year only, and

(b) on correcting the roll, an amended assessment notice must
be prepared and sent to the assessed person.

(1.1) Where an assessor corrects the assessment roll in respect of
an assessment about which a complaint has been made, the assessor
must send to the assessment review board or the Land and Property
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Rights Tribunal, as the case may be, no later than the time required
by the regulations,

(a) acopy of the amended assessment notice, and

(b) a statement containing the following information:
(i) the reason for which the assessment roll was corrected;
(if) what correction was made;

(iii) how the correction affected the amount of the
assessment.

(1.2) Where the assessor sends a copy of an amended assessment
notice under subsection (1.1) before the date of the hearing in
respect of the complaint,

(a) the complaint is cancelled,
(b) the complainantés complaint fees must be returned, and

(c) the complainant has a new right of complaint in respect of
the amended assessment notice.

(2) Ifitis discovered that no assessment has been prepared for a
property and the property is not listed in section 298, an assessment
for the current year only must be prepared and an assessment notice
must be prepared and sent to the assessed person.

(3) If exempt property becomes taxable or taxable property
becomes exempt under section 364.1, 364.2 or 368, the assessment
roll must be corrected for the current year only and an amended
assessment notice must be prepared and sent to the assessed person.

(3.1) If the collection of tax on property is deferred under section
364.1 or 364.2 or a deferral under one of those sections is
cancelled, the assessment roll must be corrected and an amended
assessment notice must be prepared and sent to the assessed person.

(4) The date of every entry made on the assessment roll under this
section or section 477 or 517 must be shown on the roll.

(5), (6) Repealed 2016 c24 s37.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s305;2002 c19 s8;2009 c29 s7;2015 ¢8 s43;
2016 c24 s37;2017 c13 s1(24);2019 ¢6 s5;2020 cL-2.3 s24(41)

Report to Minister
305.1 If an assessment roll is corrected under section 305 or
changed under section 477 or 517, the municipality must, in the
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form and within the time prescribed by the regulations, report the

correction or change, as the case may be, to the Minister.
2002 ¢19 59

Severability of roll
306 The fact that any information shown on the assessment roll
contains an error, omission or misdescription does not invalidate

any other information on the roll or the roll itself.
1994 cM-26.1 5306

Inspection of roll

307 Any person may inspect the municipal assessment roll during
regular business hours on payment of the fee set by the council.

RSA 2000 cM-26 $307;2016 c24 s38
Division 3
Assessment Notices

Assessment notices
308(1) Each municipality must annually

(a) prepare assessment notices for all assessed property, other
than designated industrial property, shown on the
assessment roll referred to in section 302(1), and

(b) send the assessment notices to the assessed persons in
accordance with the regulations.

(2) The provincial assessor must annually

(a) prepare assessment notices for all assessed designated
industrial property shown on the provincial assessment roll,

(b) send the assessment notices to the assessed persons in
accordance with the regulations, and

(c) send the municipality copies of the assessment notices.
(3) Repealed 2016 c24 s39.

(4) The assessment notice and the tax notice relating to the same
property may be sent together or may be combined on one notice.

(5) Repealed 2016 c24 s39.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s308;2005 c14 8;2016 c24 539

Notice of assessment date
308.1(1) An assessor must annually set a notice of assessment
date, which must be no earlier than January 1 and no later than July
1.
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(2) An assessor must set additional notice of assessment dates for
amended and supplementary assessment notices, but none of those
notice of assessment dates may be later than the date that tax

notices are required to be sent under Part 10.
2017 c13 51(25)

Contents of assessment notice

309(1) An assessment notice or an amended assessment notice
must show the following:

(a) the same information that is required to be shown on the
assessment roll;

(b) the notice of assessment date;

(c) astatement that the assessed person may file a complaint
not later than the complaint deadline;

(d) information respecting filing a complaint in accordance with
the regulations.

(2) An assessment notice may be in respect of a number of
assessed properties if the same person is the assessed person for all

of them.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $309;2009 ¢29 s8; 2016 c24 s40;2017 c13 s2(10)

Sending assessment notices

310(1) Subject to subsections (1.1) and (3), assessment notices
must be sent no later than July 1 of each year.

(1.1) An amended assessment notice must be sent no later than the
date the tax notices are required to be sent under Part 10.

(2) If the mailing address of an assessed person is unknown,

(a) acopy of the assessment notice must be sent to the mailing
address of the assessed property, and

(b) if the mailing address of the property is also unknown, the
assessment notice must be retained by the municipality or
the provincial assessor, as the case may be, and is deemed to
have been sent to the assessed person.

(3) An assessment notice must be sent at least 7 days prior to the
notice of assessment date.

(4) A designated officer must certify the date on which the
assessment notice is sent.
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(5) The certification of the date referred to in subsection (4) is
evidence that the assessment notice has been sent.

RSA 2000 cM-26 s310;2009 c29 s9;
2016 c24 s41;2017 c13 s1(26)

Publication of notice

311(1) Each municipality must publish in one issue of a
newspaper having general circulation in the municipality, or in any
other manner considered appropriate by the municipality, a notice
that the assessment notices have been sent.

(2) All assessed persons are deemed as a result of the publication
referred to in subsection (1) to have received their assessment
notices.

(3) The provincial assessor must publish in The Alberta Gazette a
notice that the assessment notices in respect of designated
industrial property have been sent.

(4) All assessed persons are deemed as a result of the publication
referred to in subsection (3) to have received their assessment

notices in respect of designated industrial property.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s311;2005 c14 59;2016 c24 s42

Correction of notice
312 Ifitis discovered that there is an error, omission or
misdescription in any of the information shown on an assessment
notice, an amended assessment notice may be prepared and sent to

the assessed person.
1994 cM-26.1 5312

Division 4
Preparation of Supplementary
Assessments

Bylaw
313(1) If a municipality wishes to require the preparation of
supplementary assessments for improvements, the council must
pass a supplementary assessment bylaw authorizing the
assessments to be prepared for the purpose of imposing a tax under
Part 10 in the same year.

(2) A bylaw under subsection (1) must refer
(a) toall improvements, or

(b) to all designated manufactured homes in the municipality.
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(3) A supplementary assessment bylaw or any amendment to it
applies to the year in which it is passed, only if it is passed before
May 1 of that year.

(4) A supplementary assessment bylaw must not authorize
assessments to be prepared by the municipal assessor for

designated industrial property.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $313;2016 c24 5135;2018 c11 513

Supplementary assessment

314(1) The municipal assessor must prepare supplementary
assessments for machinery and equipment used in manufacturing
and processing if those improvements are operational in the year in
which they are to be taxed under Part 10.

(2) The municipal assessor must prepare supplementary
assessments for other improvements if

(a) they are completed in the year in which they are to be taxed
under Part 10,

(b) they are occupied during all or any part of the year in which
they are to be taxed under Part 10, or

(c) they are moved into the municipality during the year in
which they are to be taxed under Part 10 and they will not
be taxed in that year by another municipality.

(2.1) The municipal assessor may prepare a supplementary
assessment for a designated manufactured home that is moved into
the municipality during the year in which it is to be taxed under
Part 10 despite that the designated manufactured home will be
taxed in that year by another municipality.

(3) A supplementary assessment must reflect

(a) the value of an improvement that has not been previously
assessed, or

(b) the increase in the value of an improvement since it was last
assessed.

(4) Supplementary assessments must be prepared in the same
manner as assessments are prepared under Division 1, but must be
prorated to reflect only the number of months during which the
improvement is complete, occupied, located in the municipality or
in operation, including the whole of the first month in which the
improvement was completed, was occupied, was moved into the

municipality or began to operate.
RSA 2000 cM-26 5314;2016 24 543
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Supplementary assessment re

designated industrial property
314.1(1) Subject to the regulations, the provincial assessor must
prepare supplementary assessments for new designated industrial
property that becomes operational after October 31 of the year
prior to the year in which the designated industrial property is to be
taxed under Part 10.

(2) Supplementary assessments must reflect the valuation standard
set out in the regulations for designated industrial property.

(3) Subject to the regulations, supplementary assessments for
designated industrial property must be prorated to reflect only the
number of months, including the whole of the first month, during
which the property is operational.

(4) Despite subsections (1) to (3),

(a) asupplementary assessment must be prepared only for
designated industrial property that has not been previously
assessed, and only when it becomes operational;

(b) asupplementary assessment must not be prepared in respect
of designated industrial property that ceases to operate
during the tax year.

2016 c24 s44

Supplementary assessment roll
315(1) Before the end of the year in which supplementary
assessments are prepared, the municipality must prepare a
supplementary assessment roll.

(2) Before the end of the year in which supplementary assessments
are prepared, the provincial assessor must prepare a supplementary
assessment roll for designated industrial property.

(3) A supplementary assessment roll must show, for each assessed
improvement or designated industrial property, the following:

(a) the same information that is required to be shown on the
assessment roll;

(b) in the case of an improvement, the date that the
improvement

(i) was completed, occupied or moved into the
municipality, or

(if) became operational.
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(4) Sections 304, 305, 306 and 307 apply in respect of a
supplementary assessment roll.

(5) The provincial assessor must provide a copy of the
supplementary assessment roll for designated industrial property to

the municipality.
RSA 2000 cM-26 5315;2016 24 545

Supplementary assessment notices
316(1) Before the end of the year in which supplementary
assessments are prepared other than for designated industrial
property, the municipality must

(a) prepare a supplementary assessment notice for every
assessed improvement shown on the supplementary
assessment roll referred to in section 315(1), and

(b) send the supplementary assessment notices to the assessed
persons.

(2) Before the end of the year in which supplementary assessments
for designated industrial property are prepared, the provincial
assessor must

(a) prepare supplementary assessment notices for all assessed
designated industrial property shown on the supplementary
assessment roll referred to in section 315(2),

(b) send the supplementary assessment notices to the assessed
persons in accordance with the regulations, and

(c) send the municipality copies of the supplementary
assessment notices.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $316;2009 c29 $10;2016 c24 s45

Contents of supplementary assessment notice

316.1(1) A supplementary assessment notice must show, for each
assessed improvement, the following:

(a) the same information that is required to be shown on the
supplementary assessment roll;

(b) the notice of assessment date;

(c) astatement that the assessed person may file a complaint
not later than the complaint deadline;

(d) information respecting filing a complaint in accordance with
the regulations.
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(2) Sections 308(2), 309(2), 310(1.1) and (3) and 312 apply in
respect of supplementary assessment notices.
2016 c24 s45;2017 c13 s2(11)

Division 5
Equalized Assessments

Definition
317 In this Division, fiequalized assessmentd means an

assessment that is prepared by the Minister in accordance with this
Division for an entire municipality and reflects

(a) assessments of property in the municipality that is taxable
under Part 10,

(b) repealed 2016 c24 s46,

(c) assessments of property in the municipality in respect of
which a grant may be paid by the Crown in right of Canada
under the Payments in Lieu of Taxes Act (Canada),

(d) assessments of property in the municipality made taxable or
exempt as a result of a council passing a bylaw under Part
10, except any property made taxable under section 363(3),
and

(e) assessments of property in the municipality that is the
subject of a tax agreement under section 333.1, 360 or
364.1,

from the year preceding the year in which the equalized assessment
is effective.

RSA 2000 cM-26 $317;2015 ¢8 544;2016 c24 S46;

2024 ¢19 512

Supplementary assessments
317.1 Despite section 317, supplementary assessments prepared
under a supplementary assessment bylaw under section 313 must

not be included in the equalized assessment for a municipality.
1995 c24 s44

Preparation of equalized assessments

318 The Minister must prepare annually, in accordance with the
regulations, an equalized assessment for each municipality.
1994 cM-26.1 5318

Duty to provide information

319(1) Each municipality must provide to the Minister annually,
not later than the date required by regulations made under section
322(1) or guidelines made under section 322(2), a return containing
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the information requested by the Minister in the form required by
the Minister.

(2) If amunicipality does not provide the information requested by
the Minister, the Minister must prepare the equalized assessment

using whatever information is available about the municipality.
RSA 2000 cM-26 5319;2015 c8 545

Sending equalized assessments to municipalities
320 The Minister must send to each municipality annually, not
later than November 1, a report of all the equalized assessments

prepared.
1994 cM-26.1 5320

Appeal of equalized assessment
321 A municipality may make a complaint regarding the amount
of an equalized assessment to the Land and Property Rights
Tribunal not later than 30 days from the date the Minister sends the

municipality the report described in section 320.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s321;2002 c19 s12;2009 c29 s11;2015 c8 s46;
2020 cL-2.3 s24(41)

Division 6
General Powers of the Minister

Relating to Assessments and
Equalized Assessments

Regulations
322(1) The Minister may make regulations

(a) respecting qualifications to be met by persons authorized to
carry out the duties and responsibilities of an assessor under
this Act;

(b) defining fielectric power systemso, fifacilitieso, ifarming
operationso, fifarm buildingd, fimachinery and equipmento,
fioperatoro, fipipelineso, firailway propertyo, fstreet lighting
systemso, fitelecommunication systemso and fiwellso;

(b.01) respecting when property is to be considered operational for
the purposes of one or more provisions of this Part;

(b.1) defining fiextended area networko and iSuperNeto;

(c) respecting the extent to which farm buildings and machinery
and equipment may be assessed under section 298;

(c.1) respecting the assessment of linear property referred to in
section 298(3), including, without limitation, respecting

212



Section 322

44

RSA 2000
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT Chapter M-26

(d)
(d.1)

(d.2)

(d.3)

O

(e.1)

(e.12)

(e.2)

®

(9)

information to be provided, and by whom it is to be
provided, for preparing the assessment;

establishing valuation standards for property;

respecting the delegation of the powers, duties and functions
of the provincial assessor under section 284.1 or of a
municipal assessor under section 284.2;

designating major plants and other property as designated
industrial property;

respecting designated industrial property, including, without
limitation, regulations respecting the specifications and
characteristics of designated industrial property;

respecting processes and procedures for preparing
assessments;

respecting the manner in which an assessor must inform an
owner or occupier of any property of the purpose for which
information is being collected under sections 294 and 295;

respecting the providing of information by the provincial
assessor to a municipality under section 299.2, including,
without limitation, regulations

(i) requiring the provincial assessor and the municipality to

enter into a confidentiality agreement with respect to that
information, and

(if) respecting the terms and conditions of a confidentiality

agreement;

respecting assessment rolls and assessment notices
including, without limitation, regulations

(i) respecting the information to be shown on an assessment

roll and on an assessment notice;

(if) providing for the method of determining the assessed

person for the purposes of section 304(1);

(iii) respecting the sending of assessment notices;

respecting the allowance of depreciation on machinery and
equipment;

prescribing standards to be met by assessors in the
preparation of assessments;
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(9.01)
(9.1)

(9.2)

9-3)

(9.4)

(h)
(h.1)
(h.2)

(h.3)

(h.4)
(h.5)

(i)

prescribing sub-classes for the purposes of section 297(2.1);

prescribing or otherwise describing information for the
purposes of sections 299(1), 299.1(1), 300(2)(f) and
300.1(2)(c);

respecting procedures and time-lines to be followed by a
municipality in dealing with a request for information under
section 299 or a request for a summary of an assessment
under section 300;

respecting the imposition of penalties or other sanctions
against a municipality for failing to comply with a request
for information under section 299 or a request for a
summary of an assessment under section 300;

respecting the dates by which returns referred to in section
319(1) must be provided to the Minister;

respecting equalized assessments;
respecting the audit of any matters relating to assessments;

respecting the providing of information to an assessor under
section 295(1);

respecting procedures and time-lines to be followed by a
provincial assessor in dealing with a request for information
under section 299.1 or 299.2 or a request for a summary of
an assessment under section 300.1;

respecting supplementary assessments;

defining any term or expression that is used but not defined
in this Part;

respecting any other matter considered necessary to carry
out the intent of this Act.

(2) Where the Minister considers it advisable to do so, the Minister
may by order establish guidelines respecting any matter for which
the Minister may make a regulation under subsection (1).

(3) A guideline established under subsection (2) is a regulation for
the purposes of this Act, but is exempted from the application of
the Regulations Act.

(4) The Minister must
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(a) publish in The Alberta Gazette a notice of any guideline
established under subsection (2) and information about
where copies of the guideline may be obtained or are
available to the public;

(b) ensure that any guideline established under subsection (2) is
published in a form and manner that the Minister considers
appropriate.

(5) Subsection (4) applies only to guidelines established under
subsection (2) on or after July 1, 2007.

(6) In designating by regulation a major plant as designated
industrial property, the Minister may include as a major plant any
parcel of land, improvements or other property.

(7) The inclusion of property pursuant to subsection (6) is not
invalid even if the property is used for residential or agricultural
purposes, or is vacant.

(8) If an application is made to a court in respect of the validity of
a regulation designating a major plant as designated industrial

property,

(a) the application shall be limited to whether a specific parcel
of land, improvement or other property for which the
applicant is the assessed person is or is not all or a part of a
major plant;

(b) evidence of the inclusion of property pursuant to subsection
(6) or of property not designated as a major plant pursuant
to subsection (6) is not admissible to demonstrate the

invalidity of the regulation or any part of it.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $322;2002 c19 $14;2005 c14 s10;
2007 ¢16 s2;2009 c29 s12;2015 c8 s47;
2016 c24 $47;2017 c13 ss1(27), 2(12)

Validation of Ministeris Guidelines

322.1(1) In this section,
(a) fAMinisterds Guidelinesdo means
(i) the following guidelines referred to in the Matters
Relating to Assessment and Taxation Regulation
(AR 220/2004):
(A) Alberta Assessment Quality Ministerds Guidelines;

(B) Alberta Farm Land Assessment Ministerds
Guidelines;
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(C) Alberta Linear Property Assessment Ministerds
Guidelines;

(D) Alberta Machinery and Equipment Assessment
Ministerds Guidelines;

(E) Alberta Railway Assessment Ministerds Guidelines,

(if) any previous versions of the guidelines named in
subclause (i) that are referred to in the previous
regulations, and

(iii) the 2005 Construction Cost Reporting Guide established
by the Minister and any previous versions of the
Construction Cost Reporting Guide established by the
Minister,

and includes any manuals, guides and handbooks referred to
or incorporated into any of the guidelines or guides referred
to in subclauses (i) to (iii);

(b) fiprevious regulationsd means

(i) the Matters Relating to Assessment and Taxation
Regulation (AR 289/99), and

(if) the Standards of Assessment Regulation (AR 365/94).

(2) The Ministerds Guidelines are declared valid as of the dates on
which they were established, and no assessment prepared pursuant
to the Ministerds Guidelines shall be challenged on the basis of the
validity of the Ministerds Guidelines

(a) inany existing or future proceeding under this or any other
Act, or

(b) in any existing or future action, matter or proceeding before
a court.

(3) The Ministerfs Guidelines are deemed to be guidelines

established under section 322(2).
2007 ¢16 s3

Ministerds power to prepare assessments
323 If it appears to the Minister that in any year a council will be
unable to carry out its obligation under section 285, the Minister
may cause any or all of the assessments in the municipality to be

prepared and the council is responsible for the costs.
1994 cM-26.1 5323
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Ministeris power to quash assessments

324(1) If, after an inspection under section 571 or an audit under
the regulations is completed, the Minister is of the opinion that an
assessment

(a) has not been prepared in accordance with the rules and
procedures set out in this Part and the regulations,

(b) is not fair and equitable, taking into consideration
assessments of similar property, or

(c) does not meet the standards required by the regulations,

the Minister may quash the assessment and direct that a new
assessment be prepared.

(2) On quashing an assessment, the Minister must provide
directions as to the manner and times in which

(a) the new assessment is to be prepared,
(a.1) anew notice of assessment date is to be established,

(b) the new assessment is to be placed on the assessment roll,
and

(c) amended assessment notices are to be sent to the assessed
persons.

(3) The Minister must specify the effective date of a new
assessment prepared under this section.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $324;2002 c19 s15;2017 c13 s1(28)

Ministerds power to alter an equalized assessment

325 Despite anything in this Act, the Minister may adjust an
equalized assessment at any time.

Continuous bylaws 0 assessment
325.1 Bylaws enacted under section 297 or 313 remain in force
after the year in which they are enacted and apply in respect of

subsequent years until they are repealed.
2019 ¢22 510(10)
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Part 10
Taxation
Division 1

General Provisions

Definitions
326(1) In this Part,

(a) frequisitiond means
(i) repealed 1995 c24 s45,

(if) any part of the amount required to be paid into the
Alberta School Foundation Fund under section 167 of
the Education Act that is raised by imposing a rate
referred to in section 167 of the Education Act,

(iii) any part of the requisition of school boards under Part 6,
Division 3 of the Education Act,

(iv) repealed 2008 cE-6.6 55,

(v) the amount required to be paid to a management body
under section 7 of the Alberta Housing Act, or

(vi) the amount required to recover the costs incurred for
matters related to

(A) the assessment of designated industrial property, and

(B) any other matters related to the provincial assessords
operations;

(b) fistudent dormitoryd means a housing unit

(i) thatis used in connection with a purpose referred to in
section 362(1)(c), (d) or (e) or with a college
incorporated under a private Act of the Legislature, and

(if) the residents of which are students of a facility used in
connection with a purpose referred to in section
362(1)(c), (d) or (e) or with a college incorporated under
a private Act of the Legislature,

but does not include a single family residence and the land
attributable to that residence;

(c) fitax arrearsd means taxes that remain unpaid after
December 31 of the year in which they are imposed.
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(2) For purposes of Divisions 3 and 4, fibusinesso does not include
a constituency office of a Member of the Legislative Assembly or
any other office used by one or more Members of the Legislative

Assembly to carry out their duties and functions as Members.
RSA 2000 cM-26 5326;2008 cE-6.6 $55;2012 cE-0.3 s279;
2015 ¢8 $48;2016 c24 $48

Tax roll
327(1) Each municipality must prepare a tax roll annually.

(2) The tax roll may consist of one roll for all taxes imposed under
this Part or a separate roll for each tax imposed under this Part.

(3) The tax roll for property tax may be a continuation of the
assessment roll prepared under Part 9 or may be separate from the
assessment roll.

(4) The fact that any information shown on the tax roll contains an
error, omission or misdescription does not invalidate any other

information on the roll or the roll itself.
1994 cM-26.1 s327

Duty to provide information

328 Taxpayers must provide, on request by the municipality, any
information necessary for the municipality to prepare its tax roll.
1994 cM-26.1 5328

Contents of tax roll

329 The tax roll must show, for each taxable property or business,
the following:

(a) adescription sufficient to identify the location of the
property or business;

(b) the name and mailing address of the taxpayer;
(c) the assessment;

(d) the name, tax rate and amount of each tax imposed in
respect of the property or business;

(e) the total amount of all taxes imposed in respect of the
property or business;

(f) the amount of tax arrears, if any;

(g) if any property in the municipality is the subject of an
agreement between the taxpayer and the municipality under
section 347(1) relating to tax arrears, a notation of that fact;
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(9.1) if any property in the municipality is the subject of a bylaw
or agreement under section 364.1 to defer the collection of
tax, a notation of the amount deferred and the taxation year
or years to which the amount relates;

(9.2) if any property in the municipality is the subject of a
deferral granted under section 364.2, a notation of the
amount deferred and the taxation year or years to which the
amount relates;

(h) any other information considered appropriate by the
municipality.
RSA 2000 cM-26 5329;2016 c24 549;2019 c6 s6

Correction of roll
330(1) Ifitis discovered that there is an error, omission or
misdescription in any of the information shown on the tax roll, the
municipality may correct the tax roll for the current year only and
on correcting the roll, it must prepare and send an amended tax
notice to the taxpayer.

(2) Ifitis discovered that no tax has been imposed on a taxable
property or business, the municipality may impose the tax for the
current year only and prepare and send a tax notice to the taxpayer.

(3) If exempt property becomes taxable or taxable property
becomes exempt under section 368, the municipality must correct
the tax roll and on correcting the roll, it must send an amended tax
notice to the taxpayer.

(4) The date of every entry made on the tax roll under this section

must be shown on the roll.
1994 cM-26.1 5330

Person liable to pay taxes
331(1) Subject to subsection (3) and the regulations, the person
liable to pay a property tax imposed under this Part is the person
who

(a) at the time the assessment is prepared under Part 9, is the
assessed person, or

(b) subsequently becomes the assessed person.

(2) The person liable to pay any other tax imposed under this Part
is the person who

(a) at the time the tax is imposed, is liable in accordance with
this Part or a regulation made under this Part to pay the tax,
or
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(b) subsequently becomes liable in accordance with this Part or
a regulation made under this Part to pay it.

(3) If atax on linear property or on machinery and equipment
remains unpaid after the due date shown on the tax notice, the
owner of the linear property or the machinery and equipment
becomes liable, jointly and severally with the person who is the
assessed person in respect of the linear property or machinery and

equipment, to pay the tax debt.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s331;2005 c14 s11;2021 ¢22 s3

Taxes imposed on January 1

332 Taxes imposed under this Part, other than a supplementary
property tax and a supplementary business tax, are deemed to have

been imposed on January 1.
1994 cM-26.1 5332

Tax notices
333(1) Each municipality must annually

(a) prepare tax notices for all taxable property and businesses
shown on the tax roll of the municipality, and

(b) send the tax notices to the taxpayers.

(2) A tax notice may include a number of taxable properties and
taxable businesses if the same person is the taxpayer for all of
them.

(3) A tax notice may consist of one notice for all taxes imposed
under this Part, a separate notice for each tax or several notices
showing one or more taxes.

(4) The assessment notice and the tax notice relating to the same
property may be sent together or may be combined on one notice.
1994 cM-26.1 333

Tax agreements

333.1(1) The council of a municipality may make a tax agreement
with an assessed person who occupies or manages

(a) the municipalityds property, including property under the
direction, control and management of

(i) the municipality, or

(if) a non-profit organization that holds the property on
behalf of the municipality,

or
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(b) property for the purpose of operating a professional sports
franchise.

(2) A tax agreement may provide that, instead of paying the taxes
imposed under this Part and any other fees or charges payable to
the municipality, the assessed person may make an annual payment
to the municipality calculated under the agreement.

(3) A tax agreement under this section must provide that the
municipality accepts payment of the amount calculated under the
agreement in place of the taxes and other fees or charges specified
in the agreement.

1998 c24 524

Contents of tax notice
334(1) A tax notice must show the following:

(a) the same information that is required to be shown on the tax
roll;

(b) the date the tax notice is sent to the taxpayer;

(c) the amount of the requisitions, any one or more of which
may be shown separately or as part of a combined total;

(d) except when the tax is a property tax, the date by which a
complaint must be made, which date must not be less than
30 days after the tax notice is sent to the taxpayer;

(e) the name and address of the designated officer with whom a
complaint must be filed,;

(f) the dates on which penalties may be imposed if the taxes are
not paid;

(f.1) information on how to request a receipt for taxes paid,;

(9) any other information considered appropriate by the
municipality.

(2) A tax notice may show

(a) one tax rate that combines all of the tax rates set by the
property tax bylaw, or

(b) each of the tax rates set by the property tax bylaw.

(3) Despite subsection (2), a tax notice must show, separately from
all other tax rates shown on the notice, the tax rates set by the
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property tax bylaw to raise the revenue to pay the requisitions
referred to in section 326(1)(a)(ii) or (vi).
RSA 2000 cM-26 s334;2016 c24 s50;2017 c13 s1(29)

Sending tax notices

335(1) The tax notices must be sent before the end of the year in
which the taxes are imposed.

(2) If the mailing address of a taxpayer is unknown

(a) acopy of the tax notice must be sent to the mailing address
of the taxable property or business, and

(b) if the mailing address of the taxable property or business is
also unknown, the tax notice must be retained by the
municipality and is deemed to have been sent to the
taxpayer.

1994 cM-26.1 335

Certification of date of sending tax notice

336(1) A designated officer must certify the date the tax notices
are sent under section 335.

(2) The certification of the date referred to in subsection (1) is
evidence that the tax notices have been sent and that the taxes have

been imposed.
1994 cM-26.1 5336

Deemed receipt of tax notice

337 A tax notice is deemed to have been received 7 days after it
is sent.
1994 cM-26.1 337

Correction of tax notice
338 If it is discovered that there is an error, omission or
misdescription in any of the information shown on a tax notice, the
municipality may prepare and send an amended tax notice to the
taxpayer.
1994 cM-26.1 5338

Incentives

339 A council may by bylaw provide incentives for payment of
taxes by the dates set out in the bylaw.
1994 cM-26.1 5339

Instalments

340(1) A council may by bylaw permit taxes to be paid by
instalments, at the option of the taxpayer.
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(2) A person who wishes to pay taxes by instalments must make an
agreement with the council authorizing that method of payment.

(3) When an agreement under subsection (2) is made, the tax
notice, or a separate notice enclosed with the tax notice, must state

(a) the amount and due dates of the instalments to be paid in the
remainder of the year, and

(b) what happens if an instalment is not paid.
1994 cM-26.1 5340

Deemed receipt of tax payment
341 A tax payment that is sent by mail to a municipality is
deemed to have been received by the municipality on the date of

the postmark stamped on the envelope.
1994 cM-26.1 5341

Receipt for payment of taxes
342 When taxes are paid to a municipality and the person who
paid the tax requests a receipt, the municipality must provide a

receipt.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $342;2017 c13 s1(30);2021 c22 s4

Application of tax payment
343(1) A tax payment must be applied first to tax arrears.

(2) If aperson does not indicate to which taxable property or
business a tax payment is to be applied, a designated officer must
decide to which taxable property or business owned by the

taxpayer the payment is to be applied.
1994 cM-26.1 5343

Penalty for non-payment in current year
344(1) A council may by bylaw impose penalties in the year in
which a tax is imposed if the tax remains unpaid after the date
shown on the tax notice.

(2) A penalty under this section is imposed at the rate set out in the
bylaw.

(3) The penalty must not be imposed sooner than 30 days after the

tax notice is sent out.
1994 cM-26.1 s344

Penalty for non-payment in other years

345(1) A council may by bylaw impose penalties in any year
following the year in which a tax is imposed if the tax remains
unpaid after December 31 of the year in which it is imposed.
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(2) A penalty under this section is imposed at the rate set out in the
bylaw.

(3) The penalty must not be imposed sooner than January 1 of the
year following the year in which the tax was imposed or any later
date specified in the bylaw.

1994 cM-26.1 5345

Penalties

346 A penalty imposed under section 344 or 345 is part of the tax
in respect of which it is imposed.
1994 cM-26.1 5346

Cancellation, reduction, refund or deferral of taxes

347(1) If a council considers it equitable to do so, it may,
generally or with respect to a particular taxable property or
business or a class of taxable property or business, do one or more
of the following, with or without conditions:

(a) cancel or reduce tax arrears;

(b) cancel or refund all or part of a tax;

(c) defer the collection of a tax.
(2) A council may phase in a tax increase or decrease resulting
from the preparation of any new assessment.

1994 cM-26.1 s347

Tax becomes debt to municipality
348 Taxes due to a municipality

(a) are an amount owing to the municipality,
(b) are recoverable as a debt due to the municipality,

(c) take priority over the claims of every person except the
Crown, and

(d) are aspecial lien

(i) on land and any improvements to the land, if the tax is a
property tax, a community revitalization levy, a special
tax, a clean energy improvement tax, a local
improvement tax or a community aggregate payment
levy, or

(if) on goods, if the tax is a business tax, a community

revitalization levy, a well drilling equipment tax, a
community aggregate payment levy or a property tax
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imposed in respect of a designated manufactured home

in a manufactured home community.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s348;2005 c14 s12;2018 c6 s5

Special priority lien for tax debt on linear
property or machinery and equipment

348.1(1) In this section,

(a) fassessabled, in respect of property or improvements, means
property or improvements that have been or are subject to
being assessed under Part 9;

(b) fidebtoro means a person who owes a debt to a municipality
for tax on linear property or on machinery and equipment.

(2) Notwithstanding section 348(c) and (d), taxes due to a
municipality on linear property or on machinery and equipment

(a) take priority over the claims of every person except the
Crown, and

(b) are a special lien on all the debtords assessable property
located within the municipality, including any assessable
improvements to that property.

(3) A lien referred to in subsection (2)(b)

(a) arises when the debtor fails to satisfy the debt when due,
and

(b) expires on full satisfaction of the debt.

(4) This section applies to a debt for taxes referred to in subsection
(2) regardless of whether the debt became due before or after the

coming into force of this section.
2021 ¢c22 s5

Fire insurance proceeds
349(1) Taxes that have been imposed in respect of improvements
are a first charge on any money payable under a fire insurance
policy for loss or damage to those improvements.

(2) Taxes that have been imposed in respect of a business are a
first charge on any money payable under a fire insurance policy for
loss or damage to any personal property

(a) thatis located on the premises occupied for the purposes of
the business, and
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(b) that is used in connection with the business and belongs to

the taxpayer.
1994 cM-26.1 5349

Tax certificates

350 On request, a designated officer must issue a tax certificate
showing

(a) the amount of taxes imposed in the year in respect of the
property or business specified on the certificate and the
amount of taxes owing,

(b) the total amount of tax arrears, if any, and

(c) the total amount of tax, if any, in respect of which collection

is deferred under this Part.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $350;2016 c24 s51

Non-taxable property
351(1) The following are exempt from taxation under this Part:

(a) property listed in section 298;

(b) any property or business in respect of which an exemption
from assessment or taxation, or both, was granted before
January 1, 1995

(i) by aprivate Act, or

(if) by an order of the Lieutenant Governor in Council based
on an order of the Local Authorities Board.

(2) A council may by bylaw cancel an exemption referred to in
subsection (1)(b), with respect to any property or business.

(3) A council proposing to pass a bylaw under subsection (2) must
notify the person or group that will be affected of the proposed
bylaw.

(4) A bylaw under subsection (2) has no effect until the expiration
of one year after it is passed.

(5) A copy of a bylaw under subsection (2) must be sent to the
Minister and if the bylaw amends a private Act the Minister must

send a copy to the clerk of the Legislative Assembly.
1994 cM-26.1 5351

Limitation on time for starting proceedings

352(1) An action, suit or other proceedings for the return by a
municipality of any money paid to the municipality, whether under
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protest or otherwise, as a result of a claim by the municipality,
whether valid or invalid, for payment of taxes or tax arrears must
be started within 6 months after the payment of the money to the
municipality.

(2) If no action, suit or other proceeding is started within the
period referred to in subsection (1), the payment made to the
municipality is deemed to have been a voluntary payment.

1994 cM-26.1 5352

Division 2
Property Tax

Property tax bylaw

353(1) Each council must pass a property tax bylaw annually.

(2) The property tax bylaw authorizes the council to impose a tax
in respect of property in the municipality to raise revenue to be
used toward the payment of

(a) the expenditures and transfers set out in the budget of the
municipality, and

(b) the requisitions.
(3) The tax must not be imposed in respect of property
(a) that is exempt under section 351, 361, 362 or 364, or
(b) that is exempt under section 363, unless the bylaw passed

under that section makes the property taxable.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $353;2024 c19 512

Tax rates

354(1) The property tax bylaw must set and show separately all of
the tax rates that must be imposed under this Division to raise the
revenue required under section 353(2).

(2) A tax rate must be set for each assessment class or sub-class
referred to in section 297.

(3) The tax rate may be different for each assessment class or
sub-class referred to in section 297.

(3.1) Despite subsection (3),

(a) the tax rate set for the class referred to in section 297(1)(d)
to raise the revenue required under section 353(2)(a) must
be equal to the tax rate set for property referred to in section
297(3.1)(c) to raise revenue for that purpose, and
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(b) the tax rate set for property referred to in section 297(3.1)(b)

(i) must not be less than 75% of the tax rate for property
referred to in section 297(3.1)(c), and

(if) must not be greater than the tax rate for property referred
to in section 297(3.1)(c).

(4) The tax rates set by the property tax bylaw must not be
amended after the municipality sends the tax notices to the
taxpayers unless subsection (5) applies.

(5) If after sending out the tax notices the municipality discovers
an error or omission that relates to the tax rates set by the property
tax bylaw, the municipality may

(a) amend the property tax bylaw to the extent necessary to
correct the error or omission, and

(b) send out amended tax notices, if required as a result of the
corrections to the property tax bylaw.

(6) A municipality must, within 30 days after passing a property
tax bylaw amendment under subsection (5), provide the Minister

with a copy of the amended bylaw.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $354;2016 c24 $52;2019 c22 510(11);2022 c16 s9(65)

Calculating tax rates
355 A tax rate is calculated by dividing the amount of revenue
required by the total assessment of all property on which that tax

rate is to be imposed.
1994 cM-26.1 $355;1995 c24 547

Calculating amount of tax
356 The amount of tax to be imposed under this Division in
respect of a property is calculated by multiplying the assessment

for the property by the tax rate to be imposed on that property.
1994 cM-26.1 356

Special provision of property tax bylaw
357(1) Despite anything in this Division, the property tax bylaw
may specify a minimum amount payable as property tax.

(1.1) Despite section 353, a council may pass a bylaw separate
from the property tax bylaw that provides for compulsory tax
instalment payments for designated manufactured homes.

(2) If the property tax bylaw specifies a minimum amount payable
as property tax, the tax notice must indicate the tax rates set by the
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property tax bylaw that raise the revenue required to pay the

requisition referred to in section 326(1)(a)(ii).
RSA 2000 cM-26 $357;2016 c24 s53

Tax rate for residential property
357.1 The tax rate to be imposed by a municipality on residential
property or on any sub-class of residential property must be greater

than zero.
2016 24 s54

358 Repealed 2016 c24 s55.

Maximum tax ratio
358.1(1) In this section,

(a) finon-conforming municipalityd means a municipality that
has a tax ratio greater than 5:1 as calculated using the
property tax rates set out in its most recently enacted
property tax bylaw as at May 31, 2016;

(b) finon-residentiald means non-residential as defined in
section 297(4);

(c) fitax ratioo, in respect of a municipality, means the ratio of
the highest non-residential tax rate set out in the
municipalityds property tax bylaw for a year to the lowest
residential tax rate set out in the municipalityds property tax
bylaw for the same year.

(2) No municipality other than a non-conforming municipality
shall in any year have a tax ratio greater than 5:1.

(3) A non-conforming municipality shall not in any year have a tax
ratio that is greater than the tax ratio as calculated using the
property tax rates set out in its most recently enacted property tax
bylaw as at May 31, 2016.

(3.1) Ifin any year after 2016 a non-conforming municipality has a
tax ratio that is greater than 5:1, the non-conforming municipality
shall reduce its tax ratio for subsequent years in accordance with
the regulations.

(4) If in any year after 2016 a non-conforming municipality has a
tax ratio that is less than the tax ratio it had in the previous year but
greater than 5:1, the non-conforming municipality shall not in any
subsequent year have a tax ratio that is greater than that new tax
ratio.
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(5) If in any year after 2016 a non-conforming municipality has a
tax ratio that is equal to or less than 5:1, the non-conforming
municipality shall not in any subsequent year have a tax ratio
greater than 5:1.

(6) Where an order to annex land to a municipality contains
provisions respecting the tax rate or rates that apply to the annexed
land, the tax rate or rates shall not be considered for the purposes of
determining the municipalityds tax ratio.

(7) For the purposes of this section,

(a) the tax set out in a municipalitys property tax bylaw to raise
revenue to be used toward the payment of

(i) the expenditures and transfers set out in the budget of the
municipality, and

(if) the requisitions,
shall be considered to be separate tax rates, and

(b) the tax rate for the requisitions shall not be considered for
the purposes of determining the municipalityds tax ratio.

(8) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, for the purposes of
subsection (3.1), make regulations establishing one or more ranges

of tax ratios that must be reduced to 5:1 within a specified period.
2016 c24 $56;2017 c13 s1(31)

Requisitions

359(1) When a requisition applies to only part of a municipality,
the revenue needed to pay it must be raised by imposing a tax
under this Division in respect of property in that part of the
municipality.

(2) In calculating the tax rate required to raise sufficient revenue to
pay the requisitions, a municipality may include an allowance for
non-collection of taxes at a rate not exceeding the actual rate of
taxes uncollected from the previous yearfs tax levy as determined
at the end of that year.

(3) Ifin any year the property tax imposed to pay the requisitions
results in too much or too little revenue being raised for that
purpose, the council must accordingly reduce or increase the

amount of revenue to be raised for that purpose in the next year.
1994 cM-26.1 $359;1995 c24 s49
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Alberta School Foundation Fund requisitions

359.1(1) In this section, fiAlberta School Foundation Fund
requisitiond means a requisition referred to in section 326(1)(a)(ii).

(2) In 1995 and subsequent years, when an Alberta School
Foundation Fund requisition applies only to

(a) one of the assessment classes referred to in section 297,

(b) acombination of the assessment classes referred to in
section 297, or

(c) designated industrial property,

the revenue needed to pay it must be raised by imposing a tax
under this Division only in respect of property to which that one
assessment class has been assigned, property to which any
assessment class in that combination has been assigned or
designated industrial property, as the case may be.

(3) Despite subsection (2), if a council has passed bylaws under
sections 364(1.1) and 371, the council may apply an appropriate
amount received under the business tax to the payment of the
Alberta School Foundation Fund requisition on the non-residential
assessment class referred to in section 297 to offset the increase in
the tax rate applicable to that class that would otherwise result.

(4) The tax rate required to raise the revenue needed to pay the
Alberta School Foundation Fund requisition

(a) must be the same within the assessment class to which the
requisition applies if it applies to only one class,

(b) must be the same for all assessment classes that are to be
combined if the requisition applies to a combination of
assessment classes, and

(c) must be the same for all designated industrial property.
(5), (6) Repealed by Revision.

(7) In calculating the tax rate required to raise sufficient revenue to
pay an Alberta School Foundation Fund requisition, a municipality

(&) must not include the allowances referred to in section
359(2),

(b) may impose a separate tax to raise the revenue to pay for the
allowances referred to in section 359(2), and
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(c) may include the amounts referred to in section 359(3).

(8) Section 354 does not apply to tax rates required to raise
revenue needed to pay an Alberta School Foundation Fund
requisition.

RSA 2000 cM-26 $359.1;2016 c24 5135;2017 c13 s1(32)

School board requisitions

359.2(1) In this section, fischool board requisitiond means a
requisition referred to in section 326(1)(a)(iii).

(2) In 1995 and subsequent years, when a school board requisition
applies only to

(a) one of the assessment classes referred to in section 297,

(b) acombination of the assessment classes referred to in
section 297, or

(c) designated industrial property,

the revenue needed to pay it must be raised by imposing a tax
under this Division only in respect of property to which that one
assessment class has been assigned, property to which any
assessment class in that combination has been assigned or
designated industrial property, as the case may be.

(3) Despite subsection (2), if a council has passed bylaws under
sections 364(1.1) and 371, the council may apply an appropriate
amount received under the business tax to the payment of the
school board requisition on the non-residential assessment class
referred to in section 297 to offset the increase in the tax rate
applicable to that class that would otherwise result.

(4) The tax rate required to raise the revenue needed to pay the
school board requisitions

(a) must be the same within the assessment class to which the
requisition applies if it applies to only one class,

(b) must be the same for all assessment classes that are to be
combined if the requisition applies to a combination of
assessment classes, and

(c) must be the same for all designated industrial property.
(5), (6) Repealed by Revision.

(7) In calculating the tax rate required to raise sufficient revenue to
pay a school board requisition, a municipality
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(a) may include the allowances referred to in section 359(2),
and

(b) may include the amounts referred to in section 359(3).

(8) Section 354 does not apply to tax rates required to raise

revenue needed to pay school board requisitions.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $359.2;2016 c24 s135;2017 c13 s1(33)

Designated industrial property

assessment requisitions
359.3(1) In this section, fidesignated industrial property
requisitiond means a requisition referred to in section 326(1)(a)(vi).

(2) The Minister must set the property tax rate for the designated
industrial property requisition.

(3) The property tax rate for the designated industrial property

requisition must be the same for all designated industrial property.
2016 c24 s57

Cancellation, reduction, refund or
deferral of taxes
359.4 If the Minister considers it equitable to do so, the Minister
may, generally or with respect to a particular municipality, cancel
or reduce the amount of a requisition payable under section
326(1)(a)(vi).
2016 c24 s57

Tax agreement
360(1) In this section, fAelectric distribution systemo, fielectricityo
and fitransmission systemo have the meanings given to them in the
Electric Utilities Act.

(1.1) A council may make a tax agreement with an operator of a
public utility or of linear property who occupies the municipalityds
property, including property under the direction, control and
management of the municipality.

(2) Instead of paying the tax imposed under this Division and any
other fees or charges payable to the municipality, the tax agreement
may provide for an annual payment to the municipality by the
operator calculated as provided in the agreement.

(3) A tax agreement must provide that the municipality accepts
payment of the amount calculated under the agreement in place of
the tax and other fees or charges specified in the agreement.

(4) If atax agreement with the operator of a public utility that
supplies fuel provides for the calculation of the payment as a
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percentage of the gross revenue of the public utility, that gross
revenue is the gross revenue of the public utility for the year.

(4.01) No tax agreement with an operator referred to in subsection
(4) may provide for the use, in calculating the whole or part of the
payment, of a price per gigajoule of fuel that varies periodically
according to the market price for fuel.

(4.1) If atax agreement with the operator of a public utility that
transports electricity by way of a transmission system, an electric
distribution system or both provides for the calculation of the
payment as a percentage of the gross revenue of the public utility,
that gross revenue is the gross revenue received by the public
utility under its distribution tariff for the year.

(4.2) No tax agreement with an operator referred to in subsection
(4.1) may provide for the use, in calculating the whole or part of
the payment, of a price per kilowatt hour of electricity that varies
periodically according to the market price for electricity.

(5) An agreement under this section with an operator who is
subject to regulation by the Alberta Utilities Commission is of no
effect unless it is approved by the Alberta Utilities Commission.

(6) An agreement made under this section before the coming into
force of this subsection, and that continues in effect after the
coming into force of this subsection, with an operator referred to in
subsection (4) or (4.1) who was not, before the coming into force
of this subsection, subject to regulation by the Alberta Utilities
Commission must be submitted to the Alberta Utilities

Commission for approval by the Alberta Utilities Commission.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $360;2007 cA-37.2 $82(17);2024 c8 s5

Exemptions based on use of property

361 The following are exempt from taxation under this Division;
(a) repealed 1996 c30 s27;

(b) residences and farm buildings to the extent prescribed in the
regulations;

(c) environmental reserves, conservation reserves, municipal
reserves, school reserves, municipal and school reserves and

other undeveloped property reserved for public utilities.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $361;2017 c13 s1(34)

Exemptions for Government, churches and other bodies

362(1) The following are exempt from taxation under this
Division:
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(a) any interest held by the Crown in right of Alberta or Canada
in property other than property that is held by a Provincial
corporation as defined in the Financial Administration Act;

(b) property held by a municipality, except the following:

(i)

(i)

(iii)
(iv)
v)

property from which the municipality earns revenue and
which is not operated as a public benefit;

property that is operated as a public benefit but that has
annual revenue that exceeds the annual operating costs;

an electric power system;
a telecommunications system;

a natural gas or propane system located in a hamlet,
village, summer village, town or city or in a school
division that is authorized under the Education Act to
impose taxes and has a population in excess of 500
people;

(c) property, other than a student dormitory, used in connection
with school purposes and held by

()
(i.1)

(i.2)

(i)

the board of trustees of a school division,

the Francophone regional authority of a Francophone
education region established under the Education Act,

the operator of a charter school established under the
Education Act, or

the person responsible for the operation of a private
school registered under the Education Act;

(d) property, other than a student dormitory, used in connection
with educational purposes and held by any of the following:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

the board of governors of a university, polytechnic
institution or comprehensive community college under
the Post-secondary Learning Act;

the governing body of an educational institution
affiliated with a university under the Post-secondary
Learning Act;

a students association or graduate students association of
a university under the Post-secondary Learning Act;
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@
(9.1)

(h)

(i)
0)

(k)

V)

(iv) astudents association of a polytechnic institution or

comprehensive community college under the
Post-secondary Learning Act;

(v) the board of governors of the Banff Centre under the
Post-secondary Learning Act;

property, other than a student dormitory, used in connection
with hospital purposes and held by a hospital board that
receives financial assistance from the Crown;

property held by a regional services commission;
repealed by RSA 2000;

property used in connection with provincial health agency
or regional health authority purposes and held by a
provincial health agency or regional health authority under
the Provincial Health Agencies Act that receives financial
assistance from the Crown under any Act;

property

(i) used in connection with the purposes of a continuing
care home in respect of which a type A continuing care
home licence has been issued under the Continuing Care
Act, and

(if) held by the owner or under a lease from the owner of a
continuing care home referred to in subclause (i);

repealed 1998 c24 s29;

property used in connection with library purposes and held
by a library board established under the Libraries Act;

property held by a religious body and used chiefly for divine
service, public worship or religious education and any
parcel of land that is held by the religious body and used
only as a parking area in connection with those purposes;

property consisting of any of the following:

(i) aparcel of land, to a maximum of 10 hectares, that is
used as a cemetery as defined in the Cemeteries Act;

(if) any additional land that has been conveyed by the owner
of the cemetery to individuals to be used as burial sites;
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(iii) any improvement on land described in subclause (i) or
(ii) that is used for burial purposes;

(m) property held by

(i) afoundation constituted under the Senior Citizens
Housing Act, RSA 1980 ¢S-13, before July 1, 1994, or

(if) a management body established under the Alberta
Housing Act,

and used to provide senior citizens with lodge
accommodation as defined in the Alberta Housing Act;

(n) property that is

(i) owned by a municipality and held by a non-profit
organization in an official capacity on behalf of the
municipality,

(if) held by a non-profit organization and used solely for
community games, sports, athletics or recreation for the
benefit of the general public,

(iii) used for a charitable or benevolent purpose that is for the
benefit of the general public, and owned by

(A) the Crown in right of Alberta or Canada, a
municipality or any other body that is exempt from
taxation under this Division and held by a non-profit
organization, or

(B) by a non-profit organization,

(iv) held by a non-profit organization and used to provide
senior citizens with lodge accommodation as defined in
the Alberta Housing Act, or

(v) held by and used in connection with a society as defined
in the Agricultural Societies Act or with a community
association as defined in the regulations,

and that meets the qualifications and conditions in the

regulations and any other property that is described and that
meets the qualifications and conditions in the regulations;

(0) property

(i) owned by a municipality and used solely for the
operation of an airport by the municipality, or
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(if) held under a lease, licence or permit from a municipality
and used solely for the operation of an airport by the
lessee, licensee or permittee;

(p) amunicipal seed cleaning plant constructed under an
agreement authorized by section 7 of the Agricultural
Service Board Act, to the extent of 2/3 of the assessment
prepared under Part 9 for the plant, but not including the
land attributable to the plant.

(2) Except for properties described in subsection (1)(n)(i), (ii) or
(iv), a council may by bylaw make any property that is exempt
from taxation under subsection (1)(n) subject to taxation under this
Division to any extent the council considers appropriate.

(3) A council proposing to pass a bylaw under subsection (2) must
notify, in writing, any person or group that will be affected of the
proposed bylaw.

(4) A bylaw under subsection (2) has no effect until one year after
it is passed.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $362;2003 cP-19.5 5142;2012 cE-0.3 s279;
2017 13 51(35);2018 ¢19 s71;2022 cC-26.7 s74.1;2024 c10 s31

Electric energy generation systems exemptions

362.1 Despite sections 359.1(4) and 359.2(4), the Minister may
by order exempt, in respect of a taxation year, to any extent the
Minister considers appropriate, one or more electric power systems
used or intended for use in the generation or gathering of electricity
from taxation for the purpose of raising the revenue needed to pay
the requisitions referred to in section 326(1)(a)(ii) and (iii).

2017 c13 s1(36)

Exempt property that can be made taxable

363(1) The following are exempt from taxation under this
Division:

(a) property held by and used in connection with Ducks
Unlimited (Canada) under a lease, licence or permit from
the Crown in right of Alberta or Canada;

(b) property held by and used in connection with

(i) the Canadian Hostelling Association -- Northern Alberta
District,

(if) the Southern Alberta Hostelling Association,

(iii) Hostelling International -- Canada -- Northern Alberta,
or
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(iv) Hostelling International -- Canada -- Southern Alberta,
unless the property is operated for profit or gain;

(c) property held by and used in connection with a branch or
local unit of the Royal Canadian Legion, the Army, Navy
and Air Force Veterans in Canada or other organization of
former members of any allied forces;

(d) student dormitories;

(e) affordable housing accommaodation as defined in the Alberta
Housing Act that is not exempt under section 361 of this
Act.

(2) A council may by bylaw make any property listed in
subsection (1)(a), (b) or (c) subject to taxation under this Division
to any extent the council considers appropriate.

(3) A council may by bylaw make any property referred to in
subsection (1)(d) or (e) subject to taxation to any extent the council
considers appropriate other than for the purpose of raising revenue
needed to pay the requisitions referred to in section 326(1)(a).

(4) A council proposing to pass a bylaw under subsection (2) must
notify, in writing, the person or group that will be affected of the
proposed bylaw.

(5) A bylaw under subsection (2) has no effect until the expiration

of one year after it is passed.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $363;2017 c13 s1(37);2024 c11 s2(25)

Exemptions granted by bylaw

364(1) A council may by bylaw exempt from taxation under this
Division property held by a non-profit organization.

(1.1) A council may by bylaw exempt from taxation under this
Division machinery and equipment used for manufacturing or
processing.

(2) Property is exempt under this section to any extent the council

considers appropriate.
1994 cM-26.1 s364;1995 c24 s53

Brownfield tax incentives

364.1(1) In this section, fibrownfield propertyd means property,
other than designated industrial property, that

(a) is acommercial or industrial property when a bylaw under
subsection (2) is made or an agreement under subsection
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(11) is entered into in respect of the property, or was a
commercial or industrial property at any earlier time, and

(b) in the opinion of the council making the bylaw,
(i) s, or possibly is, contaminated,
(if) is vacant, derelict or under-utilized, and

(iii) is suitable for development or redevelopment for the
general benefit of the municipality when a bylaw under
subsection (2) is made or an agreement under subsection
(11) is entered into in respect of the property.

(2) A council may by bylaw, for the purpose of encouraging
development or redevelopment for the general benefit of the
municipality, provide for

(a) full or partial exemptions from taxation under this Division
for brownfield properties, or

(b) deferrals of the collection of tax under this Division on
brownfield properties.

(3) A bylaw under subsection (2)

(@) must identify the brownfield properties in respect of which
an application may be made for a full or partial exemption
or for a deferral,

(b) may set criteria to be met for a brownfield property to
qualify for an exemption or deferral,

(c) must specify the taxation year or years for which the
identified brownfield properties may qualify for an
exemption or deferral, and

(d) must specify any conditions the breach of which cancels an
exemption or deferral and the taxation year or years to
which the condition applies.

(4) Before giving second reading to a bylaw proposed to be made
under subsection (2), a council must hold a public hearing with
respect to the proposed bylaw in accordance with section 216.4
after giving notice of it in accordance with section 606.

(5) An owner of brownfield property identified in a bylaw under
subsection (2) may apply in the form and manner required by the

municipality for an exemption or deferral in respect of the property.
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(6) If after reviewing the application a designated officer of the
municipality determines that the brownfield property meets the
requirements of the bylaw for a full or partial exemption or for a
deferral of the collection of tax under this Division, the designated
officer may issue a certificate granting the exemption or deferral.

(7) The certificate must set out

(a) the taxation years to which the exemption or deferral
applies, which must not include any tax year earlier than the
tax year in which the certificate is issued,

(b) in the case of a partial exemption, the extent of the
exemption, and

(c) all criteria, conditions and taxation years specified in the
bylaw in accordance with subsection (3).

(8) If at any time after an exemption or deferral is granted under a
bylaw under this section a designated officer of the municipality
determines that the property did not meet or has ceased to meet a
criterion referred to in subsection (3)(b) or that a condition referred
to in subsection (3)(d) has been breached, the designated officer
must cancel the exemption or deferral for the taxation year or years
in which the criterion was not met or to which the condition
applies.

(9) Where a designated officer refuses to grant an exemption or
deferral, a written notice of the refusal must be sent to the applicant
stating the reasons for the refusal and the date by which any
complaint must be made, which date must be 60 days after the
written notice of refusal is sent.

(10) An exemption or deferral granted under a bylaw under this
section remains valid, subject to subsection (8) and the criteria and
conditions on which it was granted, regardless of whether the
bylaw is subsequently amended or repealed or otherwise ceases to
have effect.

(11) Despite subsections (2) to (10), a council may enter into an
agreement with the owner of a brownfield property

(a) exempting, either fully or partially, the brownfield property
from taxation under this Division, or

(b) deferring the collection of tax under this Division on the
brownfield property.

(12) The agreement must specify
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(a) the taxation years to which the exemption or deferral
applies, which must not include any tax year earlier than the
one in which the agreement is entered into,

(b) the conditions on which the exemption or deferral is
granted, and

(c) the consequences, rights and remedies arising in the event of
any breach.

(13) Before voting on a resolution to enter into an agreement
referred to in subsection (11), a council must hold a public hearing
with respect to the proposed agreement in accordance with section

216.4 after giving notice of it in accordance with section 606.
2016 c24 $58;2022 c16 s9(83)

Tax incentives for non-residential property

364.2(1) In this section,
(a) fideferralo means a deferral under this section;
(b) fiexemptiond means an exemption under this section.
(c) repealed 2019 c21 s2.

(1.1) A council may, by bylaw, for the purpose of encouraging
residential development and the provision of housing in an
assessment class specified in section 297(1)(a) for the general
benefit of the municipality, provide for

(a) full or partial exemptions from taxation under this Division
for property in that assessment class, or

(b) deferrals of the collection of tax under this Division on
property referred to in clause (a).

(2) A council may, by bylaw, for the purpose of encouraging the
development or revitalization of properties in an assessment class
specified in section 297(1)(b) or (d) for the general benefit of the
municipality, provide for

(@) full or partial exemptions from taxation under this Division
for property in one or both of those assessment classes, or

(b) deferrals of the collection of tax under this Division on
property referred to in clause (a).

(3) A bylaw under subsection (1.1) or (2)
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@

(b)

©

(d)

must set criteria to be met for property to qualify for an
exemption or deferral,

must establish a process for the submission and
consideration of applications for an exemption or deferral,

must not provide for an exemption or deferral to have effect
in respect of a property for more than 15 consecutive
taxation years, but may, if the council considers it
appropriate, provide for subsequent exemptions or deferrals
of 15 consecutive taxation years or less to be applied for and
granted in respect of the property, and

if the bylaw provides for any person other than the council,
including a designated officer, to refuse to grant an
exemption or deferral or to cancel an exemption or deferral,
must establish a process for applications to the council for
the review of those decisions and must specify the period of
time within which the application must be made.

(4) If after reviewing an application the municipality determines
that the property meets the requirements for a full or partial
exemption or for a deferral, the municipality may grant the
exemption or deferral.

(5) An exemption or deferral must be granted in a written form
that specifies

@

(b)

©

the taxation years to which the exemption or deferral
applies, which must not include any taxation year earlier
than the taxation year in which the exemption or deferral is
granted,

in the case of a partial exemption, the extent of the
exemption, and

any condition the breach of which will result in cancellation
under subsection (6) and the taxation year or years to which
the condition applies.

(6) If at any time after an exemption or deferral is granted under a
bylaw under this section the municipality determines that the
property did not meet or has ceased to meet a criterion referred to
in subsection (3)(a) or that a condition referred to in subsection
(5)(c) has been breached, the municipality may cancel the
exemption or deferral for the taxation year or years in which the
criterion was not met or to which the condition applies.

(7) Where a municipality refuses to grant or cancels an exemption
or deferral, the municipality must send a written notice to the
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applicant stating the reasons for the refusal or cancellation and, if a
review of the decision is available under subsection (3)(d), the date
by which any application for that review must be made.

(8) Where a municipality grants or cancels an exemption or
deferral in respect of designated industrial property, the
municipality must notify the provincial assessor and provide any
other information requested by the provincial assessor respecting
the exemption, deferral or cancellation.

(9) Subject to subsection (6), any order referred to in section
127(1.1) and the criteria and conditions on which an exemption or
deferral was granted, the exemption or deferral remains valid
regardless of whether the bylaw under which it was granted is
subsequently amended or repealed or otherwise ceases to have

effect.
2019 ¢6 57;2019 c21 52;2024 c11 52(26)

Judicial review of decision under section 364.2

364.3(1) Where a decision made under a bylaw under section
364.2 in respect of an exemption or deferral is the subject of an
application for judicial review, the application must be filed with
the Court of Kingbs Bench and served not more than 60 days after
the date of the decision.

(2) No councillor, designated officer or other person who makes a
decision under a bylaw under section 364.2 is liable for costs by

reason of or in respect of a judicial review of the decision.
2019 6 S7;AR 217/2022

Licensed premises

365(1) Property that is licensed under the Gaming, Liquor and
Cannabis Act is not exempt from taxation under this Division,
despite sections 351(1)(b) and 361 to 364.1 and any other Act.

(2) Despite subsection (1), property listed in section 362(1)(n) in
respect of which a licence that is specified in the regulations has

been issued is exempt from taxation under this Division.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $365;2016 c24 s59;2017 c21 528

Grants in place of taxes

366(1) Each year a municipality may apply to the Crown for a
grant if there is property in the municipality that the Crown has an
interest in.

(2) The Crown may pay to the municipality a grant not exceeding
the amount that would be recoverable by the municipality if the
property that the Crown has an interest in were not exempt from
taxation under this Division.
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(3) When calculating a grant under this section, the following must
not be considered as Crown property unless subsection (4) applies:

(a) property listed in section 298;
(b) museums and historical sites;
(c) public works reserves;

(d) property used in connection with academic, trade, forestry
or agricultural schools, colleges or universities, including
student dormitories;

(e) property used in connection with hospitals and institutions
for mentally disabled persons;

(f) property owned by an agent of the Crown in respect of
which another enactment provides for payment of a grant in
place of a property tax;

(9) property in respect of which the Crown is not the assessed
person.

(4) If any of the property listed in subsection (3) is a single family
residence, the property must be considered as Crown property
when calculating a grant under this section.

(5) The Crown may pay a grant under this section in respect of
property referred to in subsection (3)(g) if in the Crownds opinion it

is appropriate to do so.
1994 cM-26.1 $366;1996 30 s31

Property that is partly exempt and partly taxable
367 A property may contain one or more parts that are exempt
from taxation under this Division, but the taxes that are imposed
against the taxable part of the property under this Division are

recoverable against the entire property.
1994 cM-26.1 5367

Changes in taxable status of property

368(1) An exempt property or part of an exempt property becomes
taxable if

(a) the use of the property changes to one that does not qualify
for the exemption, or

(b) the occupant of the property changes to one who does not
qualify for the exemption.
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(2) A taxable property or part of a taxable property becomes
exempt if

(a) the use of the property changes to one that qualifies for the
exemption, or

(b) the occupant of the property changes to one who qualifies
for the exemption.

(3) If the taxable status of property changes, a tax imposed in
respect of it must be prorated so that the tax is payable only for the
part of the year in which the property, or part of it, is not exempt.

(4) When a designated manufactured home is moved out of a
municipality,

(a) it becomes exempt from taxation by that municipality when
it is moved, and

(b) it becomes taxable by another municipality when it is

located in that other municipality.
1994 cM-26.1 s368;1996 ¢30 s32;1998 c24 s31

Supplementary property tax bylaw

369(1) Ifin any year a council passes a bylaw authorizing
supplementary assessments to be prepared in respect of property,
the council must, in the same year, pass a bylaw authorizing it to
impose a supplementary tax in respect of that property.

(2) A council that passes a bylaw referred to in subsection (1) must
use the tax rates set by its property tax bylaw as the supplementary
tax rates to be imposed.

(2.01) A council may pass a bylaw authorizing it to impose a

supplementary tax for designated industrial property only if it

passes a bylaw authorizing it to impose a supplementary tax in
respect of all other property in the municipality.

(2.1) Despite subsection (2), the tax rates required to raise the
revenue to pay requisitions referred to in section 175 of the
Education Act must not be applied as supplementary tax rates.

(3) The municipality must prepare a supplementary property tax
roll, which may be a continuation of the supplementary property
assessment roll prepared under Part 9 or may be separate from that
roll.

(4) A supplementary property tax roll must show
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(a) the same information that is required to be shown on the
property tax roll, and

(b) the date for determining the tax that may be imposed under
the supplementary property tax bylaw.

(5) Sections 327(4), 328, 330 and 331 apply in respect of a
supplementary property tax roll.

(6) The municipality must

(a) prepare supplementary property tax notices for all taxable
property shown on the supplementary property tax roll of
the municipality, and

(b) send the supplementary property tax notices to the persons
liable to pay the taxes.

(7) Sections 333(4), 334, 335, 336, 337 and 338 apply in respect of

supplementary property tax notices.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $369;2012 cE-0.3 5279;2016 c24 s60

Continuous tax bylaws 8 tax
369.1 Bylaws enacted under section 369(1), 371 or 379 remain in
force after the year in which they are enacted and apply in respect

of subsequent years until they are repealed.
2019 ¢22 510(12)

Regulations
370 The Minister may make regulations

(a) prescribing the extent to which residences and farm
buildings are exempt from taxation under this Division;

(b) respecting the calculation of a tax rate to be imposed on
linear property;

(b.1) respecting the setting of tax rates referred to in section
354(3.1);

(c) describing other property that is exempt from taxation
pursuant to section 362(1)(n), and respecting the
qualifications and conditions required for the purposes of
section 362(1)(n);

(c.1) respecting tax rolls and tax notices including, without
limitation, regulations

(i) respecting the information to be shown on a tax roll and
a tax notice;
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(if) providing for the method of determining the person
liable to pay a property or other tax imposed under this
Part;

(iii) respecting the sending of tax notices;

(c.2) respecting designated industrial property assessment
requisitions and designated industrial property requisition
tax bylaws, including, without limitation, regulations
respecting the application of any provision of this Act, with
or without modification, to a designated industrial property
assessment requisition or a designated industrial property
requisition tax bylaw, or both;

(c.3) respecting tax exemptions and deferrals under section 364.1;
(d) specifying licences for the purposes of section 365(2);

(e) defining a community association for the purposes of this
Act;

(f) respecting the circumstances in which property is to be
considered to be used in connection with a purpose, activity
or other thing for the purposes of one or more provisions of
this Part;

(g) respecting the circumstances in which property is to be
considered to be held by a person or entity for the purposes

of one or more provisions of this Part.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s370;2005 c14 s13;
2016 c24 561;2017 ¢13 s1(38)

Division 3
Business Tax

Business tax bylaw
371(1) Each council may pass a business tax bylaw.

(2) A business tax bylaw or any amendment to it applies to the
year in which it is passed, only if it is passed before May 1 of that
year.

1994 cM-26.1 5371

Taxable business

372(1) The business tax bylaw authorizes the council to impose a
tax in respect of all businesses operating in the municipality except
businesses that are exempt in accordance with that bylaw.
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(2) The tax must not be imposed in respect of a business that is
exempt under section 351, 375 or 376.

1994 cM-26.1 5372

Person liable to pay business tax

373(1) A tax imposed under this Division must be paid by the
person who operates the business.

(2) A person who purchases a business or in any other manner
becomes liable to be shown on the tax roll as a taxpayer must give
the municipality written notice of a mailing address to which
notices under this Division may be sent.

1994 cM-26.1 5373

Contents of business tax bylaw
374(1) The business tax bylaw must

(a) require assessments of businesses operating in the
municipality to be prepared and recorded on a business
assessment roll;

(b) specify one or more of the following methods of assessment
as the method or methods to be used to prepare the
assessments:

(i)

(i.1)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

assessment based on a percentage of the gross annual
rental value of the premises;

assessment based on a percentage of the net annual
rental value of the premises;

assessment based on storage capacity of the premises
occupied for the purposes of the business;

assessment based on floor space, being the area of all of
the floors in a building and the area outside the building
that are occupied for the purposes of that business;

assessment based on a percentage of the assessment
prepared under Part 9 for the premises occupied for the
purposes of the business;

(c) specify the basis on which a business tax may be imposed
by prescribing the following:

(i)

(i.1)

for the assessment method referred to in clause (b)(i), the
percentage of the gross annual rental value;

for the assessment method referred to in clause (b)(i.1),
the percentage of the net annual rental value;
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(if) for the assessment method referred to in clause (b)(ii),
the dollar rate per unit of storage capacity;

(iii) for the assessment method referred to in clause (b)(iii),
the dollar rate per unit of floor space;

(iv) for the assessment method referred to in clause (b)(iv),
the percentage of the assessment;

(d) establish a procedure for prorating and rebating business
taxes.

(2) A business tax bylaw may

(a) establish classes of business for the purpose of grouping
businesses,

(b) specify classes of business that are exempt from taxation
under this Division,

(c) require that taxes imposed under this Division be paid by
instalments, or

(d) include any other information considered appropriate by the
municipality.

(3) A business tax bylaw may provide that when a lessee who is
liable to pay the tax imposed under this Division in respect of any
leased premises sublets the whole or part of the premises, the
municipality may require the lessee or the sub-lessee to pay the tax
in respect of the whole or part of the premises.

1994 cM-26.1 $374;1999 11 519

Assessment not required

374.1 Despite section 374(1)(a), a municipality is not required to
prepare an assessment for any business in a class of business that is
exempt from taxation under the business tax bylaw.

1998 c24 533

Exempt businesses
375 The following are exempt from taxation under this Division:

(a) abusiness operated by the Crown;

(b) an airport operated by a regional airports authority created
under section 5(2) of the Regional Airports Authorities Act;

(c) property
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(i) owned by a municipality and used solely for the
operation of an airport by the municipality, or

(if) held under a lease, licence or permit from a municipality
and used solely for the operation of an airport by the
lessee, licensee or permittee;

(d) abusiness operated by a non-profit organization on property

that is exempt from taxation under section 362(1)(n).
1994 cM-26.1 s375;1995 ¢24 s57;1998 c24 s34

Exemption when tax is payable under Division 2
376(1) When machinery and equipment or linear property is
located on premises occupied for the purposes of a business and a
property tax has been imposed in respect of the machinery and
equipment or linear property under Division 2 of this Part in any
year, the premises on which that property is located are exempt
from taxation under this Division in that year.

(2) Ifin any year the activities that result from the operation of the
machinery and equipment or linear property are not the chief
business carried on at the premises, the premises on which that
property is located are not exempt from taxation under this

Division in that year.
1994 cM-26.1 5376

Business tax rate bylaw

377(1) Each council that has passed a business tax bylaw must
pass a business tax rate bylaw annually.

(2) The business tax rate bylaw must set a business tax rate.

(3) If the business tax bylaw establishes classes of business, the
business tax rate bylaw must set a business tax rate for each class.

(4) The business tax rate may be different for each class of
business established by the business tax bylaw.

(5) The tax rates set by the business tax rate bylaw must not be
amended after the municipality sends the tax notices to the

taxpayers.
1994 cM-26.1 377

Calculating amount of tax
378 The amount of tax to be imposed under this Division in
respect of a business is calculated by multiplying the assessment

for the business by the tax rate to be imposed on that business.
1994 cM-26.1 5378
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Supplementary business tax bylaw
379(1) Ifin any year a council passes a bylaw authorizing
supplementary assessments to be prepared in respect of businesses,
the council must, in the same year, pass a bylaw authorizing it to
impose a supplementary tax in respect of those businesses.

(2) A council that passes a bylaw referred to in subsection (1) must
use the tax rates set by its business tax rate bylaw as the
supplementary tax rates to be imposed.

(3) The supplementary business tax must be imposed

(a) on each person who operates a business for a temporary
period and whose name is not entered on the business tax
roll,

(b) on each person who moves into new premises or opens new
premises or branches of an existing business, although the
personds name is entered on the business tax roll,

(c) on each person who begins operating a business and whose
name is not entered on the business tax roll, and

(d) on each person who increases the storage capacity or floor
space of the premises occupied for the purposes of a
business after the business tax roll has been prepared.

(4) The municipality must prepare a supplementary business tax
roll, which may be a continuation of the supplementary business
assessment roll or may be separate from that roll.

(5) A supplementary business tax roll must show

(a) the same information that is required to be shown on the
business tax roll, and

(b) the date for determining the tax that may be imposed under
the supplementary business tax bylaw.

(6) Sections 327(4), 328, 330 and 331 apply in respect of a
supplementary business tax roll.

(7) The municipality must
(@) prepare supplementary business tax notices for all taxable
businesses shown on the supplementary business tax roll of
the municipality, and

(b) send the supplementary business tax notices to the persons
liable to pay the taxes.
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(8) Sections 333(4), 334, 335, 336, 337 and 338 apply in respect of

supplementary business tax notices.
1994 cM-26.1 5379

Grants in place of taxes
380(1) Each year a municipality may apply to the Crown for a
grant if there is a business in the municipality operated by the
Crown.

(2) The Crown may pay to the municipality a grant not exceeding
the amount that would be recoverable by the municipality if the
business operated by the Crown were not exempt from taxation

under this Division.
1994 cM-26.1 5380

Division 4
Business Improvement Area Tax

Regulations
381 The Minister may make regulations respecting a business

improvement area tax.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s381;2015 c8 s50

Division 4.1
Community Revitalization Levy

Definitions
381.1 In this Division,

(a) fAincremental assessed valued means the increase in the
assessed value of property located in a community
revitalization levy area after the date the community
revitalization levy bylaw is approved by the Minister under
section 381.2(3);

(b) filevyd means a community revitalization levy imposed

under section 381.2(2).
2005 c14 $14;2022 c16 s9(66)

Community revitalization levy bylaw
381.2(1) Each council may pass a community revitalization levy
bylaw.

(2) A community revitalization levy bylaw authorizes the council
to impose a levy in respect of the incremental assessed value of
property in a community revitalization levy area to raise revenue to
be used toward the payment of infrastructure and other costs
associated with the redevelopment of property in the community
revitalization levy area.
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(3) A community revitalization levy bylaw, or any amendment to
it, has no effect unless it is approved by the Minister.

(4) The Minister may approve a community revitalization levy
bylaw in whole or in part or with variations and subject to
conditions.

2005 c14 514;2022 ¢16 s9(67)

Person liable to pay levy

381.3 A levy imposed under this Division must be paid by the
assessed persons of the property in the community revitalization
levy area.

2005 c14 s14

Incremental assessed value not subject to
equalized assessment or requisition

381.4(1) Subject to subsection (2), the incremental assessed value
of property in a community revitalization levy area shall not be
included for the purpose of calculating

(a) an equalized assessment under Part 9, or

(b) the amount of a requisition under Part 10.

(2) Subsection (1) applies in respect of property in a community
revitalization levy area

(a) for a period of 20 years, or

(b) for such other period as determined by the Lieutenant
Governor in Council under section 381.5(1)(e.1), which
period may not exceed 40 years,

from the year in which the community revitalization levy bylaw is

made.
2005 c14 s14;2018 c20 s12
Regulations
381.5(1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make
regulations

(a) establishing any area in Alberta as a community
revitalization levy area;

(b) respecting a levy including, without limitation, regulations

respecting the minimum and maximum levy that may be
imposed and the application of the levy;
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©

(d)

O

(e.1)

®

respecting the assessment of property, including identifying
or otherwise describing the assessed person in respect of the
property, in a community revitalization levy area;

respecting assessment rolls, assessment notices, tax rolls and
tax notices in respect of property in a community
revitalization levy area;

respecting the application of any provision of this Act, with
or without modification, to a community revitalization levy
bylaw or a community revitalization levy, or both;

determining the period for which section 381.4(1) applies to
a community revitalization levy area;

respecting any other matter necessary or advisable to carry
out the intent and purpose of this Division.

(2) A regulation under subsection (1) may be specific to a
municipality or general in its application.

2005 c14 s14,2018 c20 s12

Division 5
Special Tax

Special tax bylaw
382(1) Each council may pass a special tax bylaw to raise revenue
to pay for a specific service or purpose by imposing one or more of
the following special taxes:

@
(b)
©
(d)
O
®

()
(h)

(i)

a waterworks tax;

a sewer tax;

a boulevard tax;

a dust treatment tax;
a paving tax;

a tax to cover the cost of repair and maintenance of roads,
boulevards, sewer facilities and water facilities;

repealed 2008 cE-6.6 s55;

a tax to enable the municipality to provide incentives to
health professionals to reside and practice their professions
in the municipality;

a fire protection area tax;
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(j) adrainage ditch tax;

(k) atax to provide a supply of water for the residents of a
hamlet;

(I) arecreational services tax.

(2) A special tax bylaw must be passed annually.
RSA 2000 cM-26 5382;2008 cE-6.6 555

Taxable property
383(1) The special tax bylaw authorizes the council to impose the
tax in respect of property in any area of the municipality that will
benefit from the specific service or purpose stated in the bylaw.

(2) The tax must not be imposed in respect of property that is
exempt under section 351.
1994 cM-26.1 5383

Contents of special tax bylaw
384 The special tax bylaw must

(a) state the specific service or purpose for which the bylaw is
passed,

(b) describe the area of the municipality that will benefit from
the service or purpose and in which the special tax is to be
imposed,

(c) state the estimated cost of the service or purpose, and
(d) state whether the tax rate is to be based on
(i) the assessment prepared in accordance with Part 9,
(if) each parcel of land,
(iii) each unit of frontage, or
(iv) each unit of area,

and set the tax rate to be imposed in each case.
1994 cM-26.1 5384

Condition
385 A special tax bylaw must not be passed unless the estimated
cost of the specific service or purpose for which the tax is imposed
is included in the budget of the municipality as an estimated

expenditure.
1994 cM-26.1 5385
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Use of revenue

386(1) The revenue raised by a special tax bylaw must be applied
to the specific service or purpose stated in the bylaw.

(2) If there is any excess revenue, the municipality must advertise
the use to which it proposes to put the excess revenue.
1994 cM-26.1 5386

Person liable to pay special tax

387 The person liable to pay the tax imposed in accordance with
a special tax bylaw is the owner of the property in respect of which
the tax is imposed.

1994 cM-26.1 $387;1999 c11 520

Division 6
Well Drilling Equipment Tax

Well drilling equipment tax bylaw

388(1) Each council may pass a well drilling equipment tax
bylaw.

(2) The well drilling equipment tax bylaw authorizes the council to
impose a tax in respect of equipment used to drill a well for which
a licence is required under the Oil and Gas Conservation Act.

1994 cM-26.1 5388

Person liable to pay the tax

389 A tax imposed under this Division must be paid by the
person who holds the licence required under the Oil and Gas
Conservation Act in respect of the well being drilled.

1994 cM-26.1 5389

Calculation of the tax

390(1) The Minister may make regulations prescribing the well
drilling equipment tax rate.

(2) A tax imposed under this Division must be calculated in
accordance with the tax rate prescribed under subsection (1).
1994 cM-26.1 5390

Division 6.1
Clean Energy Improvement Tax

Interpretation
390.1(1) In this Division, ficlean energy improvemento means,
subject to the regulations, a renovation, adaptation or installation
on eligible private property that

(a) will increase energy efficiency or the use of renewable
energy on that property, and
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(b) will be paid for in whole or in part by a tax imposed under
this Division,

but does not include improvements referred to in section

284(1)(j)(ii), (iii.1) or (iv).

(2) For the purposes of this Division, the amount required to
recover the costs of a clean energy improvement may include

(a) the capital cost of undertaking the clean energy
improvement,

(b) the cost of professional services needed for the clean energy
improvement,

(c) aproportionate share of the costs associated with the
administration of a clean energy improvement program,

(d) the cost of financing the clean energy improvement, and

(e) other expenses incidental to the undertaking of the clean
energy improvement and to the raising of revenue to pay for
it.

2018 ¢6 $6;2021 c22 s6

Eligibility of properties for clean energy improvements

390.2 Subject to section 390.3(4)(a), property is eligible for a
clean energy improvement if the property is

(a) located in a municipality that has passed a clean energy
improvement tax bylaw,

(b) one of the following types of private property:
(i) residential;
(if) non-residential;
(iii) farm land,
and

(c) not designated industrial property.
2018 c6 s6

Clean energy improvement tax bylaw

390.3(1) Each council may pass a clean energy improvement tax
bylaw

(a) to establish a clean energy improvement program,
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(b) notwithstanding section 251, to authorize the municipality
to make a borrowing for the purpose of financing clean
energy improvements, and

(c) toenable clean energy improvements to be made to eligible
properties.

(2) Before a clean energy improvement is made to any property, a
council must pass a clean energy improvement tax bylaw.

(3) A clean energy improvement tax bylaw authorizes the council
to impose a clean energy improvement tax in respect of each clean
energy improvement made to a property to raise revenue to pay the
amount required to recover the costs of those clean energy
improvements.

(4) A clean energy improvement tax bylaw must, subject to the
regulations,

(a) setout

(i) the types of private property that are eligible for a clean
energy improvement, and

(ii) eligible clean energy improvements,
(b) setout

(i) the amount of money to be borrowed for the purpose of
financing clean energy improvements,

(if) the maximum rate of interest, the term and the terms of
repayment of the borrowing, and

(iii) the source or sources of money to be used to pay the
principal and interest owing under the borrowing,

(c) indicate that, where a municipality has entered into a clean
energy improvement agreement with the owner of a
property, a clean energy improvement tax will be charged
based on the clean energy improvement agreement,

(d) identify the period over which the cost of each eligible clean
energy improvement will be spread, which period may vary
from improvement to improvement, but the period shall not
exceed the probable lifetime of the improvement,

(e) indicate the process by which the owner of a property can
apply to the municipality for a clean energy improvement,
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(f) include any other information the council considers
necessary or advisable, and

(9) include any requirements imposed by the regulations.

(5) Before giving second reading to a proposed clean energy
improvement tax bylaw, the council must hold a public hearing
with respect to the proposed bylaw in accordance with section

216.4 after giving notice of it in accordance with section 606.
2018 c6 $6;2022 ¢16 s9(83)

Clean energy improvement agreement

390.4(1) A municipality and the owner of a property shall enter
into a clean energy improvement agreement before a clean energy
improvement is made to that property.

(2) A clean energy improvement agreement must, subject to the
regulations,

(a) describe the proposed clean energy improvement,

(b) identify the property in respect of which the clean energy
improvement tax will be imposed,

(c) indicate that the owner of the property will be liable to pay
the clean energy improvement tax,

(d) include the amount required to recover the costs of the clean
energy improvement and the method of calculation used to
determine that amount,

(e) state the period over which the amount required to recover
the costs of the clean energy improvement will be paid,

() state the portion of the amount required to recover the costs
of the clean energy improvement to be paid

(i) by the municipality,

(if) from revenue raised by the clean energy improvement
tax, and

(iii) from other sources of revenue,

(g) describe how the clean energy improvement tax will be
revised in the event of a subdivision of the property or a
consolidation of the property with any other property, and
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(h) include any other information the municipality considers

necessary or advisable.
2018 c6 s6

Person liable to pay clean energy improvement tax
390.5(1) The person liable to pay a tax imposed in accordance
with a clean energy improvement tax bylaw is the owner of the
property in respect of which the tax is imposed.

(2) Repealed 2023 c9 s19(6).
2018 6 s6;2023 c9 s19(6)

Paying off a clean energy improvement tax

390.6 The owner of a property in respect of which a clean energy

improvement tax is imposed may pay the tax at any time.
2018 ¢6 $6

Refinancing of debt by council
390.7 If, after a clean energy improvement agreement has been
made, the council refinances the debt created to pay for the clean
energy improvement that is the subject of that agreement at an
interest rate other than the rate estimated when the clean energy
improvement agreement was made, the council, with respect to
future years, may revise the amount required to recover the costs of
the clean energy improvement included in that agreement to reflect

the change in the interest rate.
2018 c6 s6

Petitions
390.8(1) Notwithstanding section 232(2), electors of a
municipality may petition the municipality to

(a) pass aclean energy improvement tax bylaw, or
(b) amend or repeal a clean energy improvement tax bylaw.

(2) For greater certainty, the amendment or repeal of a clean
energy improvement tax bylaw does not affect clean energy
improvement agreements entered into prior to the passage of that
bylaw or the imposition of a clean energy improvement tax in
relation to a property where a clean energy improvement has been

made.
2018 c6 s6

Regulations
390.9 The Minister may make regulations respecting clean
energy improvements, including, without limitation, regulations

(a) respecting eligibility requirements for clean energy
improvements;
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(b) respecting clean energy improvement agreements;
(c) respecting clean energy improvement tax bylaws;

(d) respecting types of renovations, adaptations or installations
for which clean energy improvement agreements may be
made and types of renovations, adaptations or installations
for which clean energy improvement agreements may not be
made;

(e) respecting the disclosure of clean energy improvement
agreements to prospective purchasers of property;

(f) respecting limits on the number of improvements to a single
property or a type of eligible property for which a tax may
be imposed under this Division;

(g) respecting limits on the capital costs of undertaking clean
energy improvements on a single property or a type of
eligible property under this Division;

(h) respecting clean energy improvement programs, including

the administration of clean energy improvement programs.
2018 c6 s6

Division 7
Local Improvement Tax
Definition
391 In this Division, filocal improvementd means a project

(a) that the council considers to be of greater benefit to an area
of the municipality than to the whole municipality, and

(b) that is to be paid for in whole or in part by a tax imposed

under this Division.
1994 cM-26.1 5391

Petitioning rules

392(1) Sections 222 to 226 apply to petitions under this Division,
except as they are modified by this section.

(2) A petition is not a sufficient petition unless

(a) itis signed by 2/3 of the owners who would be liable to pay
the local improvement tax, and

(b) the owners who sign the petition represent at least 1/2 of the
value of the assessments prepared under Part 9 for the
parcels of land in respect of which the tax will be imposed.
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(3) If a parcel of land is owned by more than one owner, the
owners are considered as one owner for the purpose of subsection

Q).

(4) If amunicipality, school division or provincial health agency or
regional health authority under the Provincial Health Agencies Act
is entitled to sign a petition under this Division, it may give notice to
the council prior to or at the time the petition is presented to the
council that its name and the assessment prepared for its land under
Part 9 are not to be counted in determining the sufficiency of a
petition under subsection (2), and the council must comply with the
notice.

(5) If a corporation, church, organization, estate or other entity is
entitled to sign a petition under this Division, the petition may be
signed on its behalf by a person who

(a) isat least 18 years old, and
(b) produces on request a certificate authorizing the person to
sign the petition.
RSA 2000 cM-26 $392;2012 cE-0.3 5279;2024 ¢10 31

Proposal of local improvement

393(1) A council may on its own initiative propose a local
improvement.

(2) A group of owners in a municipality may petition the council
for a local improvement.
1994 cM-26.1 5393

Local improvement plan

394 If a local improvement is proposed, the municipality must
prepare a local improvement plan.
1994 cM-26.1 5394

Contents of plan
395(1) A local improvement plan must

(a) describe the proposed local improvement and its location,
(b) identify

(i) the parcels of land in respect of which the local
improvement tax will be imposed, and

(if) the person who will be liable to pay the local
improvement tax,

(c) state whether the tax rate is to be based on
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(i) the assessment prepared in accordance with Part 9,

(if) each parcel of land,

(iii) each unit of frontage, or

(d)
O

®

(iv) each unit of area,

include the estimated cost of the local improvement,

state the period over which the cost of the local
improvement will be spread,

state the portion of the estimated cost of the local
improvement proposed to be paid

(i) by the municipality,

(if) from revenue raised by the local improvement tax, and

(iii) from other sources of revenue,

and

(9)

include any other information the proponents of the local
improvement consider necessary.

(2) The estimated cost of a local improvement may include

@

(b)
©

(d)

©

the actual cost of buying land necessary for the local
improvement,

the capital cost of undertaking the local improvement,

the cost of professional services needed for the local
improvement,

the cost of repaying any existing debt on a facility that is to
be replaced or rehabilitated, and

other expenses incidental to the undertaking of the local

improvement and to the raising of revenue to pay for it.
1994 cM-26.1 5395

Procedure after plan is prepared
396(1) When a local improvement plan has been prepared, the
municipality must send a notice to the persons who will be liable to
pay the local improvement tax.

(2) A notice under subsection (1) must include a summary of the
information included in the local improvement plan.
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(3) Subject to subsection (3.1), if a petition objecting to the local
improvement is filed with the chief administrative officer within 30
days from the noticesd being sent under subsection (1) and the chief
administrative officer declares the petition to be sufficient, the
council must not proceed with the local improvement.

(3.1) The council may, after the expiry of one year after the
petition is declared to be sufficient, re-notify in accordance with
subsections (1) and (2) the persons who would be liable to pay the
local improvement tax.

(4) If a sufficient petition objecting to the local improvement is not
filed with the chief administrative officer within 30 days from
sending the notices under subsection (1), the council may
undertake the local improvement and impose the local
improvement tax at any time in the 3 years following the sending
of the notices.

(5) When a council is authorized under subsection (4) to undertake
a local improvement and

(a) the project has not been started, or
(b) the project has been started but is not complete,

the council may impose the local improvement tax for one year,
after which the tax must not be imposed until the local

improvement has been completed or is operational.
1994 cM-26.1 $396;1995 c24 s58

Local improvement tax bylaw

397(1) A council must pass a local improvement tax bylaw in
respect of each local improvement.

(2) A local improvement tax bylaw authorizes the council to
impose a local improvement tax in respect of all land in a particular
area of the municipality to raise revenue to pay for the local
improvement that benefits that area of the municipality.

(2.1) Despite subsection (2), where the local improvement that is
the subject of a local improvement tax bylaw of a council of a
municipality is a road to benefit Crown land within an area of the
municipality, the local improvement tax bylaw does not authorize
the council to impose a local improvement tax to raise revenue to
pay for the local improvement unless, before it receives second
reading, the bylaw is approved by the Minister responsible for the
administration of the Crown land.
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(3) Despite section 351(1), no land is exempt from taxation under

this section.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s397;2015 c8 s51

Contents of bylaw
398(1) A local improvement tax bylaw must

(a) include all of the information required to be included in the
local improvement plan,

(b) provide for equal payments during each year in the period
over which the cost of the local improvement will be spread,

(c) seta uniform tax rate to be imposed on
(i) the assessment prepared in accordance with Part 9,
(ii) each parcel of land,
(iii) each unit of frontage, or
(iv) each unit of area,

based on the cost of the local improvement less any
financial assistance provided to the municipality by the
Crown in right of Canada or Alberta, and

(d) include any other information the council considers
necessary.

(2) The local improvement tax bylaw may set the uniform tax rate
based on estimated average costs throughout the municipality for a
similar type of local improvement and that rate applies whether the
actual cost of the local improvement is greater or less than the

uniform tax rate.
1994 cM-26.1 5398

Start-up of a local improvement
399 The undertaking of a local improvement may be started, the
local improvement tax bylaw may be passed and debentures may
be issued before or after the actual cost of the local improvement

has been determined.
1994 cM-26.1 s399

Person liable to pay local improvement tax
400 The person liable to pay the tax imposed in accordance with
a local improvement tax bylaw is the owner of the parcel of land in

respect of which the tax is imposed.
1994 cM-26.1 5400
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Paying off a local improvement tax

401(1) The owner of a parcel of land in respect of which a local
improvement tax is imposed may pay the tax at any time.

(2) If the local improvement tax rate is subsequently reduced under
section 402 or 403, the council must refund to the owner the

appropriate portion of the tax paid.
1994 cM-26.1 5401

Variation of local improvement tax bylaw
402(1) If, after a local improvement tax has been imposed, there is

(a) asubdivision affecting a parcel of land, or
(b) aconsolidation of 2 or more parcels of land,

in respect of which a local improvement tax is payable, the council,
with respect to future years, must revise the local improvement tax
bylaw so that each of the new parcels of land bears an appropriate
share of the local improvement tax.

(2) If, after a local improvement tax has been imposed,

(a) there is a change in a plan of subdivision affecting an area
that had not previously been subject to a local improvement
tax, and

(b) the council is of the opinion that as a result of the change the
new parcels of land receive a benefit from the local
improvement,

the council, with respect to future years, must revise the local
improvement tax bylaw so that each benefitting parcel of land

bears an appropriate share of the local improvement tax.
1994 cM-26.1 5402

Variation of local improvement tax rate

403(1) If, after a local improvement tax rate has been set, the
council

(a) receives financial assistance from the Crown in right of
Canada or Alberta or from other sources that is greater than
the amount estimated when the local improvement tax rate
was set, or

(b) refinances the debt created to pay for the local improvement
at an interest rate lower than the rate estimated when the
local improvement tax rate was set,
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the council, with respect to future years, may revise the rate so that
each benefitting parcel of land bears an appropriate share of the
actual cost of the local improvement.

(2) If, after a local improvement tax rate has been set, an alteration
is necessary following a complaint under Part 11 or an appeal
under Part 12 that is sufficient to reduce or increase the revenue
raised by the local improvement tax bylaw in any year by more
than 5%, the council, with respect to future years, may revise the
rate so that the local improvement tax bylaw will raise the revenue
originally anticipated for those years.

(3) If, after a local improvement tax rate has been set, it is
discovered that the actual cost of the local improvement is higher
than the estimated cost on which the local improvement tax rate is
based, the council may revise, once only over the life of the local
improvement, the rate with respect to future years so that the local
improvement tax bylaw will raise sufficient revenue to pay the
actual cost of the local improvement.

1994 cM-26.1 s403;1999 c11 s21

Unusual parcels

404 If some parcels of land in respect of which a local
improvement tax is to be imposed appear to call for a smaller or
larger proportionate share of the tax because they are corner lots or
are differently sized or shaped from other parcels, those parcels
may be assigned the number of units of measurement the council
considers appropriate to ensure that they will bear a fair portion of
the local improvement tax.

1994 cM-26.1 5404

Municipalityis share of the cost

405(1) A council may by bylaw require the municipality to pay
the cost of any part of a local improvement that the council
considers to be of benefit to the whole municipality.

(2) A bylaw under subsection (1) must be advertised if the cost to
be paid by the municipality exceeds 50% of the cost of the local
improvement less any financial assistance provided to the
municipality by the Crown in right of Canada or Alberta.

(3) If financial assistance is provided to the municipality by the
Crown in right of Canada or Alberta for a local improvement, the
council must apply the assistance to the cost of the local
improvement.

1994 cM-26.1 5405
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Land required for local improvement

406(1) If a parcel of land is required before a local improvement
can be proceeded with, the council may agree with the owner of the
parcel that in consideration of

(a) the dedication or gift to the municipality of the parcel of
land required, or

(b) arelease of or reduction in the ownerfs claim for
compensation for the parcel of land,

the remainder of the ownerds land is exempt from all or part of the
local improvement tax that would otherwise be imposed.

(2) The tax roll referred to in section 327 must be prepared in
accordance with an agreement under this section, despite anything
to the contrary in this Act.

1994 cM-26.1 5406

Exemption from local improvement tax

407(1) If a sanitary or storm sewer or a water main is constructed
along a road or constructed in addition to or as a replacement of an
existing facility

(a) along which it would not have been constructed except to
reach some other area of the municipality, or

(b) in order to provide capacity for future development and the
existing sanitary and storm sewers and water mains are
sufficient for the existing development in the area,

the council may exempt from taxation under the local improvement
tax bylaw, to the extent the council considers fair, the parcels of
land abutting the road or place.

(2) Ifalocal improvement tax is imposed for a local improvement
that replaces a similar type of local improvement,

(a) the balance owing on the existing local improvement tax
must be added to the cost of the new local improvement, or

(b) the council must exempt the parcels of land in respect of
which the existing local improvement tax is imposed from
the tax that would be imposed for the new local

improvement.
1994 cM-26.1 5407
Sewers
408(1) A municipality may construct a local improvement for
sewer if
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(a) the council approves the construction,

(b) the construction is recommended by the Minister of Health
or the medical health officer, and

(c) the council considers it to be in the public interest to do so.

(2) The owners of the parcels of land that benefit from a local
improvement for sewer have no right to petition against its

construction.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s408;2013 c10 s37

Private connection to a local improvement

409(1) If a local improvement for sewer or water has been
constructed, the municipality may construct private connections
from the local improvement to the street line if the council
approves the construction.

(2) The cost of constructing a private connection must be imposed
against the parcel of land that benefits from it and the owner of the

parcel has no right to petition against its construction.
1994 cM-26.1 5409

Division 7.1
Community Aggregate Payment Levy

Community aggregate payment levy bylaw
409.1(1) Each council may pass a community aggregate payment
levy bylaw.

(2) A community aggregate payment levy bylaw authorizes the
council to impose a levy in respect of all sand and gravel
businesses operating in the municipality to raise revenue to be used
toward the payment of infrastructure and other costs in the
municipality.

2005 c14 515

Person liable to pay levy

409.2 A levy imposed under this Division must be paid by the
persons who operate sand and gravel operations in the
municipality.

2005 c14 s15

Regulations
409.3(1) The Minister may make regulations

(a) respecting a levy referred to in section 409.1(2), including,

without limitation, regulations respecting the maximum levy
that may be imposed and the application of the levy;
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(b) respecting the application of any provision of this Act, with
or without modification, to a community aggregate payment
levy bylaw or a community aggregate payment levy, or
both;

(c) respecting any other matter necessary or advisable to carry
out the intent and purpose of this Division.

(2) A regulation under subsection (1) may be specific to a

municipality or general in its application.
2005 c14 515

Division 8
Recovery of Taxes Related to Land

Definitions
410 In this Division,

(a) fiencumbranced means an encumbrance as defined in the
Land Titles Act;

(b) fiencumbranceed means the owner of an encumbrance;

(b.1) fparcel of landd means a parcel of land and the
improvements on it;

(c) fiRegistraro means the Registrar, as defined in the Land
Titles Act, of the appropriate Land Titles Office;

(c.1) firemedial costso means all expenses incurred by the
Government of Alberta to perform work under an
environmental protection order or an enforcement order
issued under the Environmental Protection and
Enhancement Act;

(d) fireserve bido means the minimum price at which a
municipality is willing to sell a parcel of land at a public
auction;

(e) fitaxd means a property tax, a community revitalization levy,
a special tax, a clean energy improvement tax, a local
improvement tax or a community aggregate payment levy;

(f) Atax recovery notificationd means a natice, in writing, that
part or all of the taxes imposed in respect of a parcel of land

by a municipality are in arrears.
RSA 2000 cM-26 s410;2005 c14 516;2018 c6 s7
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Quorum

458(1) Where a panel of a local assessment review board consists
of 3 members, a quorum is 2 members.

(2) Where a panel of a composite assessment review board
consists of 3 members, a quorum is 2 members, one of whom must
be the provincial member.

2016 c24 s62

Decision

459 A decision of a panel of an assessment review board is the
decision of the assessment review board.
2016 c24 $62

Complaints

460(1) A person wishing to make a complaint about any
assessment or tax must do so in accordance with this section.

(2) A complaint must be in the form prescribed in the regulations
and must be accompanied with the fee set by the council under
section 481(1), if any.

(3) A complaint may be made only by an assessed person or a
taxpayer.

(4) A complaint may relate to any assessed property or business.

(5) A complaint may be about any of the following matters, as
shown on an assessment or tax notice:

(a) the description of a property or business;

(b) the name and mailing address of an assessed person or
taxpayer;

(c) an assessment;

(d) an assessment class;

(e) an assessment sub-class;
(f) the type of property;

(g) the type of improvement;
(h) school support;

(i) whether the property is assessable;
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(1) whether the property or business is exempt from taxation
under Part 10;

(k) any extent to which the property is exempt from taxation
under a bylaw under section 364.1;

(1) whether the collection of tax on the property is deferred
under a bylaw under section 364.1.

(6) A complaint may be made about a designated officerds refusal
to grant an exemption or deferral under a bylaw under section
364.1.

(7) Despite subsection (5)(j),

(a) there is no right to make a complaint about an exemption or
deferral given by agreement under section 364.1(11) unless
the agreement expressly provides for that right, and

(b) there is no right to make a complaint about a decision made
under a bylaw under section 364.2 in respect of an
exemption or deferral.

(8) There is no right to make a complaint about any tax rate.
(9) A complaint under subsection (5) must

(a) indicate what information shown on an assessment notice or
tax notice is incorrect,

(b) explain in what respect that information is incorrect,
(c) indicate what the correct information is, and

(d) identify the requested assessed value, if the complaint
relates to an assessment.

(9.1) A complaint about a tax imposed in accordance with a clean
energy improvement tax bylaw must be made within one year after
the tax is first imposed.

(10) A complaint about a local improvement tax must be made
within one year after it is first imposed.

(11) Despite subsection (10), where a local improvement tax rate
has been revised under section 403(3), a complaint may be made
about the revised local improvement tax whether or not a complaint
was made about the tax within the year after it was first imposed.
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(12) A complaint under subsection (11) must be made within one
year after the local improvement tax rate is revised.

(13) A complaint must include the mailing address of the
complainant except where, in the case of a complaint under
subsection (5), the correct mailing address of the complainant is
shown on the assessment notice or tax notice.

(14) An assessment review board has no jurisdiction to deal with a
complaint about designated industrial property or an amount
prepared by the Minister under Part 9 as the equalized assessment
for a municipality.
(15) An assessment review board has no jurisdiction to deal with a
complaint about any matter relating to an exemption or deferral
under section 364.2, including a refusal to grant an exemption or
deferral or a cancellation of an exemption or deferral under that
section.

2016 c24 $62;2019 c6 $8;2023 c9 s19(11)

Jurisdiction of assessment review boards

460.1(1) A local assessment review board has jurisdiction to hear
complaints about any matter referred to in section 460(5) that is
shown on

(a) an assessment notice for
(i) residential property with 3 or fewer dwelling units, or
(if) farm land,
or

(b) atax notice other than a property tax notice, business tax
notice or improvement tax notice.

(2) Subject to section 460(14) and (15), a composite assessment
review board has jurisdiction to hear complaints about

(a) any matter referred to in section 460(5) that is shown on

(i) an assessment notice for property other than property
described in subsection (1)(a), or

(if) abusiness tax notice or an improvement tax notice,
or

(b) a designated officerds decision to refuse to grant an
exemption or deferral under section 364.1.
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Definitions
1 In this Regulation,

(@)
(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

(¢))

(h)

(i)

fIActo means the Municipal Government Act;

fiagricultural use valued means the value of a parcel of
land based exclusively on its use for farming operations;

fiassessment levelo means, for the property assessment
class, the overall ratio of assessments to indicators of
market value;

fiassessment ratiod means the ratio of the assessment to an
indicator of market value for a property;

fiassessment yeard means the year prior to the taxation
year;

ficoefficient of dispersiond means the average percentage
deviation of the assessment ratios from the median
assessment ratio for a group of properties;

fimass appraisalo means the process of preparing
assessments for a group of properties using standard
methods and common data and allowing for statistical
testing;

fimedian assessment ratiod means the middle assessment
ratio when the assessment ratios for a group of properties
are arranged in order of magnitude;

fiMinisterds Guidelinesd means the Ministerds Guidelines
established by the Minister, including the following:

(i) Alberta Assessment Quality Ministerds Guidelines;

(if) Alberta Farm Land Assessment Ministerds
Guidelines;

(iii) Alberta Linear Property Assessment Ministerds
Guidelines;

(iv) Alberta Machinery and Equipment Assessment
Ministerds Guidelines;

(v) Alberta Railway Property Assessment Ministerds
Guidelines;

(vi) any of the above guidelines that are referred to in
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)

(k)

(A) the Matters Relating to Assessment and
Taxation Regulation (AR 289/99), and

(B) the Standards of Assessment Regulation
(AR 365/94);

(vii) the 2005 Construction Cost Reporting Guide
established by the Minister and all previous and
subsequent versions of that Construction Cost
Reporting Guide established by the Minister;

fioverall ratiod means the weighted ratio for a group of
properties, calculated using the median assessment ratios
for subgroups of properties within that group;

firegulated propertyd means

(i) land in respect of which the valuation standard is
agricultural use value,

(ii) designated industrial property, or

(iii) machinery and equipment.

Interpretation provisions for Parts 9 to 12 of the Act

2(1) For the purposes of Parts 9 to 12 of the Act and this
Regulation,

(@)

(b)

fielectric distribution systemo means

(i) asystem, works, plant, equipment or service for the
delivery, distribution or furnishing, directly to
consumers, of electric energy for which rates are
regulated by the Alberta Utilities Commission, or

(if) asystem, works, plant, equipment or service for the
delivery, distribution or furnishing, directly to
consumers, of electric energy by a rural
electrification association under the Rural Utilities
Act or by a municipality,

but does not include land, buildings or an electric
generation system or an electric transmission system;

fielectric generation systemd means a system used or
intended to be used for the generation and gathering of
electric energy from any source, including all machinery,
installations, materials, devices, fittings, apparatus,
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appliances and equipment that form part of the system,
but subject to an order under section 3 does not include

(i) asystem owned or operated by a person generating
or proposing to generate electricity solely for the
personds own use,

(if) a micro-generation generating unit as defined in the
Micro-generation Regulation (AR 27/2008), or

(iii) land or buildings;

(c) fielectric power systemo means an electric distribution
system, an electric generation system or an electric
transmission system;

(d) fielectric transmission systemo means a system or
arrangement of lines of wire or other conductors and
transformation equipment situated wholly in Alberta
whereby electric energy, however produced, for which
rates are regulated by the Alberta Utilities Commission is
transmitted in bulk, and includes
(i) transmission circuits composed of the conductors

that form the minimum set required to transmit
electric energy,

(if) insulating and supporting structures,

(iii) substations, and

(iv) operational and control devices,

but does not include land, buildings, an electric generation
system or an electric distribution system;

(e) fifarm buildingd means any improvement other than a
residence, to the extent it is used for farming operations;

(f) Afarming operationsd means the raising, production and
sale of agricultural products and includes

(i) horticulture, aviculture, apiculture and aquaculture,
(if) the raising, production and sale of

(A) horses, cattle, bison, sheep, swine, goats or other
livestock,

(B) fur-bearing animals raised in captivity,

5
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9

(C) domestic cervids within the meaning of the
Domestic Cervid Industry Regulation
(AR 188/2014), or

(D) domestic camelids,
(iii) the planting, growing and sale of sod, and

(iv) an operation on a parcel of land for which a
woodland management plan has been approved by
the Woodlot Association of Alberta or a forester
registered under the Regulated Forest Management
Profession Act for the production of timber primarily
marketed as whole logs, seed cones or Christmas
trees,

but does not include any operation or activity on land that
has been stripped for the purposes of, or in a manner that
leaves the land more suitable for, future development;

fimachinery and equipmentd means materials, devices,
fittings, installations, appliances, apparatus and tanks,
other than tanks used exclusively for storage, including
supporting foundations, footings and any other thing
prescribed by the Minister that forms an integral part of an
operational unit intended for or used in

(i) manufacturing,
(if) processing,

(iii) the production or transmission by pipeline of natural
resources or products or by-products of that
production, but not including pipeline as defined in
clause (i),

(iv) the excavation or transportation of coal or oil sands
as defined in the Oil Sands Conservation Act,

(v) atelecommunications system, or

(vi) an electric power system, other than a
micro-generation generating unit that is the subject of
an order under section 3,

whether or not the materials, devices, fittings,
installations, appliances, apparatus, tanks, foundations,
footings or other things are affixed to land in such a
manner that they would be transferred without special
mention by a transfer or sale of the land;
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(h) foperatoro, in respect of designated industrial property,
means

(i) the licensee, as defined in the Pipeline Act,

(if) the licensee, as defined in the Oil and Gas
Conservation Act, or

(iii) the person who has applied in writing to and been
approved by the Minister as the operator,

or, where none of subclauses (i), (ii) or (iii) applies, the
OWner;

(i) fpipelined means any continuous string of pipe, including
loops, bypasses, cleanouts, distribution meters,
distribution regulators, remote telemetry units, valves,
fittings and improvements for the protection of pipelines
used or intended for use in gathering, conveying,
transporting, distributing or disposal of any substance or
combination of substances, but does not include

(i) apipe used or intended for use to convey water, other
than in connection with

(A) afacility, scheme or other matter authorized
under the Oil and Gas Conservation Act or the
Oil Sands Conservation Act, or

(B) a coal processing plant or other matter
authorized under the Coal Conservation Act,

(if) aregulating or metering station or the inlet valve or
outlet valve in any processing, refining,
manufacturing, marketing, transmission line
pumping, heating, treating, separating or storage
facility or any installation, material, device, fitting,
apparatus, appliance, machinery or equipment
between those valves,

(iii) a pipe, installation, material, device, fitting,
apparatus, appliance, machinery or equipment
between valves referred to in subclause (ii), or

(iv) land or buildings;

(j) frailway propertyo means
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(i) the continuous strip of land owned or occupied by a
person as a right-of-way for trains leading from place
to place in Alberta, but does not include

(A) land outside the right-of-way, or

(B) land used by the person for purposes other than
the operation of trains,

(if) grading, ballasts or improvements located within or
outside a right-of-way for trains and used in the
operation of trains, and

(iii) the improvements that form part of a
telecommunications system used or intended for use
in the operation of trains,

but does not include any part of an amusement railway,
heritage railway or urban rail transit system as defined in
the Railway (Alberta) Act;

(k) fstreet lighting systemso includes structures, installations,
fittings and equipment used to supply light, but does not
include land or buildings;

() fAtelecommunications systemso includes

(i) asystem used or intended to be used for the
transmission, emission, reception, switching,
compilation or transformation by cable distribution
undertakings and telecommunication carriers that are
subject to the regulatory authority of the Canadian
Radio-television and Telecommunications
Commission or any successor of the Commission,
and

(if) the items listed in the Ministerds guidelines under
section 322(2) of the Act as components of a system
referred to in subclause (i),

but does not include a private system to which the public
is not intended to have access, a radio communications
system intended for direct reception by the public or any
land or buildings;

(m) fwelld includes

(i) any pipe in a well that is used or intended for use in
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(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

obtaining gas or oil, or both, or any other
mineral,

injecting or disposing of water, steam, salt
water, glycol, gas or any other substance to an
underground formation,

supplying water for injection to an underground
formation, or

monitoring or observing performance of a pool,
aquifer or an oil sands deposit,

(if) well head installations or other improvements, with
the exception of machinery and equipment, located at
a well site used or intended for use for any of the
purposes described in subclause (i) or for the
protection of the well head installations,

(iii) the land that forms the site of a well used for any of
the purposes described in subclause (i) if it is by way
of a lease, licence or permit,

(iv) abuilding at a well site that contains machinery and
equipment related to the well.

(2) Subsection (1)(a) to (d) do not apply in respect of section 360

of the Act.

(2.1) For the purposes of subsection (1)(f)(i), horticulture does not
include the planting and growing of cannabis other than industrial
hemp within the meaning of the Industrial Hemp Regulations
(Canada) (SOR/2018-145).

(3) Property is to be considered operational

(a) inthe case of linear property referred to in section
291(2)(a) of the Act

(i) thatis an electric power system,

(A)

(B)

on the date specified in the energization
certificate issued by the Alberta Electric System
Operator operating as the Independent System
Operator under the Electric Utilities Act,

if there is no energization certificate, on the
date, as determined by the assessor based on
written information from the Alberta Electric
System Operator operating as the Independent

9
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(i)

(iii)

or

(iv)

System Operator under the Electric Utilities Act,
on which the system commences operating, or

(C) if there is no energization certificate and the
written information referred to in paragraph (B)
is unavailable, on the date, as determined by the
assessor based on written information from the
operator of the system, on which the system
commences operating,

that is a pipeline,

(A) on the date on which the pipeline is placed in
service, as confirmed in writing by the Alberta
Energy Regulator,

(B) if confirmation of the date referred to in
paragraph (A) is unavailable from the Alberta
Energy Regulator, on the date on which,
according to written information from the
Canadian Energy Regulator, leave to open the
pipeline is granted under the Canadian Energy
Regulator Act (Canada), or

(C) if confirmation of the date referred to in
paragraph (A) is unavailable from the Alberta
Energy Regulator and the written information
referred to in paragraph (B) is unavailable, on
the date, as determined by the assessor based on
written information from the operator of the
pipeline, on which the pipeline commences
operating,

that is a telecommunications system, on the date, as
determined by the assessor based on written
information from the operator of the system, on
which the system commences operating,

that is a well,

(A) on the finished drilling date for the well,
according to the records of the Alberta Energy
Regulator as confirmed in writing by the
Regulator, or

(B) if confirmation of the finished drilling date

referred to in paragraph (A) is unavailable from
the Alberta Energy Regulator, on the finished

10
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drilling date for the well, as determined by the
assessor based on written information from the
operator of the well,

(b) in the case of machinery and equipment that

(i) isanew improvement referred to in section
291(2)(b) or (d) of the Act, or

(if) is referred to in section 314 of the Act,

on the date, as determined by the assessor based on
written information from the operator, on which the
machinery or equipment commences operating,

(c) inthe case of a new designated Canadian Energy
Regulator, leave to open the pipeline is granted under the
Canadian Energy Regulator Act (Canada)industrial
property improvement referred to in section 291(2)(c) or
(e) of the Act that is designated as a major plant in the
Alberta Machinery and Equipment Assessment Ministerds
Guidelines, on the date, as determined by the assessor
based on written information from the operator, on which
the major plant commences operating, or

(d) in the case of new designated industrial property referred
to in section 314.1 of the Act, other than linear property
referred to in clause (a), on the date, as determined by the
assessor based on written information from the operator,
on which the designated industrial property commences
operating.

AR 203/2017 52;146/2019;256/2022

Deeming order

3 The Minister may, by order, direct that a system referred to in
section 2(1)(b)(i) or a micro-generation generating unit referred to
in section 2(1)(b)(ii) that is specified in the order is an electric
power system for the purposes of the Act.

Application

4 This Regulation applies in respect of every municipality.
AR 203/2017 $4;256/2022
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Part 1
Standards of Assessment

Mass appraisal
5 An assessment of property based on market value

(&) must be prepared using mass appraisal,

(b) must be an estimate of the value of the fee simple estate in
the property, and

(c) must reflect typical market conditions for properties
similar to that property.

Valuation date

6 Any assessment prepared in accordance with the Act must be an
estimate of the value of a property on July 1 of the assessment year.

Valuation standard for a parcel of land
7(1) The valuation standard for a parcel of land is

(a) market value, or

(b) if the parcel is used for farming operations, agricultural
use value.

(2) In preparing an assessment for a parcel of land based on
agricultural use value, the assessor must follow the procedures set
out in the Alberta Farm Land Assessment Ministerds Guidelines.

(3) Despite subsection (1)(b), the valuation standard for the
following property is market value:

(@) a parcel of land containing less than one acre;

(b) a parcel of land containing at least one acre but not more
than 3 acres that is used but not necessarily occupied for
residential purposes or can be serviced by using water and

sewer distribution lines located in land that is adjacent to
the parcel;

(c) an area of 3 acres located within a larger parcel of land
where any part of the larger parcel is used but not
necessarily occupied for residential purposes;

(d) an area of 3 acres that
(i) is located within a parcel of land, and

12
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(if) can be serviced by using water and sewer distribution
lines located in land that is adjacent to the parcel;

(e) any area that
(i) is located within a parcel of land,
(i) is used for commercial or industrial purposes, and

(iii) cannot be serviced by using water and sewer
distribution lines located in land that is adjacent to
the parcel;

(f) an area of 3 acres or more that
(i) is located within a parcel of land,
(if) is used for commercial or industrial purposes, and

(iii) can be serviced by using water and sewer distribution
lines located in land that is adjacent to the parcel.

(4) An area referred to in subsection (3)(c), (d), (e) or (f) must be
assessed as if it is a parcel of land.

(5) The valuation standard for strata space, as defined in section 86
of the Land Titles Act, is market value.

Valuation standard for improvements
8(1) The valuation standard for improvements is

(a) the valuation standard set out in section 10, 11, 12 or 13,
for the improvements to which those sections apply, or

(b) for other improvements, market value.
(2), (3) Repealed AR 93/2024 s2.
(3) In preparing an assessment for a farm building, the assessor

must determine its value based on its use for farming operations.
AR 203/2017 8;93/2024

Valuation standard for a parcel and improvements
9(1) When an assessor is preparing an assessment for a parcel of

land and the improvements to it, the valuation standard for the land
and improvements is market value unless subsection (2) applies.
(2) If the parcel of land is used for farming operations,

13
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(a) the valuation standard in section 7(1)(b) applies to the
land unless 7(3) applies, and

(b) the valuation standard in subsection (1) applies to the
improvements.

(3) Repealed AR 93/2024 s3.

(4) If the improvement is railway property, linear property or
machinery and equipment, the valuation standard is as set out in
section 10, 11, 12 or 13, as the case may be.

AR 203/2017 $9;93/2024

Valuation standard for railway property

10(1) The valuation standard for railway property is that
calculated in accordance with the procedures set out in the Alberta
Railway Property Assessment Ministerds Guidelines.

(2) In preparing an assessment for railway property, the assessor
must follow the procedures referred to in subsection (1).

Valuation standard for linear property other than railway property

11(1) The valuation standard for linear property other than railway
property is that calculated in accordance with the procedures set
out in the Alberta Linear Property Assessment Ministerfs
Guidelines.

(2) In preparing an assessment for linear property, the assessor
must follow the applicable procedures referred to in subsection (1).

(3) For the purposes of section 298(1)(z) of the Act, an assessment
must be prepared for machinery and equipment that is part of linear
property as described in section 284(1)(k) of the Act, and the
assessment must reflect 100% of its value.

Valuation standard for machinery and equipment

12(1) The valuation standard for machinery and equipment is that
calculated in accordance with the applicable procedures set out in
the Alberta Machinery and Equipment Assessment Ministerds
Guidelines.

(2) In preparing an assessment for machinery and equipment, the
assessor must follow the applicable procedures referred to in
subsection (1).

(3) For the purposes of section 298(1)(z) of the Act, an assessment
must be prepared for machinery and equipment that is not part of

14
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linear property as described in section 284(1)(k) of the Act, and the
assessment must reflect 77% of its value.

Valuation standard for designated industrial property

0 land and buildings
13(1) The valuation standard for land and buildings that are part of
any designated industrial property referred to in section
284(1)(f.01)(iv) or (v) of the Act is that calculated in accordance
with the applicable procedures set out in the Alberta Machinery
and Equipment Assessment Ministerds Guidelines.

(2) In preparing an assessment for facilities, land, improvements
and other property referred to in subsection (1), the assessor must
follow the applicable procedures referred to in subsection (1).

Quality standards
14(1) In this section, fipropertyo does not include regulated
property.

(2) In preparing an assessment for property, the assessor must have
regard to the quality standards required by subsection (3) and must
follow the procedures set out in the Alberta Assessment Quality
Ministerds Guidelines.

(3) For any stratum of the property type described in the following
table, the quality standards set out in the table must be met in the
preparation of assessments:

Property Type Median Coefficient of
Assessment Dispersion
Ratio
Property containing 0.950 - 1.050 0-15.0
1, 2 or 3 dwelling
units
All other property 0.950 - 1.050 0-20.0

(4) The assessor must, in accordance with the procedures set out in
the Alberta Assessment Quality Ministers Guidelines, declare
annually that the requirements for assessments have been met.

When permitted use differs from actual use
15 When a property is used for farming operations or residential
purposes and an action is taken under Part 17 of the Act that has
the effect of permitting or prescribing for that property some other
use, the assessor must determine its value

15
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(a) inaccordance with its residential use, for that part of the
property that is occupied by the owner or the purchaser, or
the spouse or adult interdependent partner or dependant of
the owner or purchaser, and is used exclusively for
residential purposes, or

(b) based on agricultural use value, if the property is used for
farming operations, unless section 7(3) applies.

Part 2
Recording and Reporting
Property Information

Duty to record information
16 The assessor must, in accordance with the procedures set out
in the Alberta Assessment Quality Ministerés Guidelines, maintain
as a record information about each property that is required for the
preparation of the assessment roll in respect of those properties.

Duty to provide information to the Minister
17(1) The assessor must provide the information required by the
Minister under section 293(3) of the Act in accordance with the
procedures set out in the Alberta Assessment Quality Ministerds
Guidelines.

(2) The assessor must prepare and provide the return referred to in
section 319 of the Act to the Minister in accordance with the
procedures set out in the Alberta Assessment Quality Ministerds
Guidelines.

Corrections or changes

18 For the purposes of section 305.1 of the Act, corrections or
changes to an assessment roll must be reported by the assessor in
accordance with the procedures set out in the Alberta Assessment
Quality Ministerés Guidelines.

Part 3
Equalized Assessment

Information provided by municipality under section 319(1) of Act

19(1) On receiving information from a municipality pursuant to
section 319(1) of the Act, the Minister must assess the information
and determine if the information is acceptable.

16



123

MATTERS RELATING TO ASSESSMENT
AND TAXATION REGULATION, 2018

Section 20 AR 203/2017

(2) The information provided pursuant to section 319(1) of the Act
must include information to determine assessment levels.

(3) If the Minister determines that the information is acceptable,
the Minister may use and rely on the information when preparing
the equalized assessment for the municipality.

(4) If the Minister determines that the information is not
acceptable, the Minister must prepare the equalized assessment
using whatever information the Minister considers appropriate.

Preparation of equalized assessment
20(1) In preparing the equalized assessment for a municipality,

(a) the assessments for regulated property that have been
valued in accordance with this Regulation require no
adjustment, and

(b) the assessments for property other than regulated property
must be adjusted to reflect an assessment level of 1.000
using the assessment levels determined by the Minister.

(2) The total equalized assessment for residential property is
calculated in accordance with the following formula:

Assessments for 1
residential X assessment level for
property residential property

(3) The total equalized assessment for non-residential property
other than regulated property is calculated in accordance with the
following formula:

Assessments for 1
non-residential X assessment level for
property non-residential property

AR 203/2017 s20;185/2018

Limit on increases in equalized assessments
21 Pursuant to section 325 of the Act, the Minister may, by order,
limit the amount by which equalized assessments for any class of
property listed in section 297 of the Act may increase from one
year to the next.

17



Section 22

MATTERS RELATING TO ASSESSMENT
AND TAXATION REGULATION, 2018

AR 203/2017

Part 4
Assessment Audits

Assessment audits

22(1) The Minister may, from time to time,

(a) require annual or detailed audits of assessments, or both,
to be performed, and

(b) appoint one or more auditors for the purpose of carrying
out those audits.

(2) An auditor

(a) may require the attendance of any officer of a
municipality or any other person whose presence the
auditor considers necessary during the course of an audit,
and

(b) has the same powers, privileges and immunities as a
commissioner under the Public Inquiries Act.

(3) When required to do so by an auditor, the chief administrative
officer of a municipality must produce for examination and
inspection all books and records of the municipality.

(4) When required to do so by an auditor, an assessor must, in
accordance with the procedures set out in the Alberta Assessment
Quality Ministerés Guidelines, provide the auditor with any
assessment-related information in the assessords custody and
control.

(5) Audits under this section must be carried out in accordance
with the procedures set out in the Alberta Assessment Quality
Ministerds Guidelines.

Part 5
Property Tax Exemption
for Residences

Definitions

23 In this Part,

(@) Afarm unitd means any number of parcels of land or parts
of parcels, or both, that are

(i) owned by a farm unit operator,

18
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(i)

(iii)

held by that farm unit operator under a lease, licence
or permit from the Crown or a municipality, or

occupied by that farm unit operator with the consent
of a person holding the parcels under a lease, licence
or permit from the Crown or a municipality

on December 31 of the year preceding the year in which
the exemption in section 24(a) or (b) applies;

(b) fifarm unit operatoré means

(i)

(i)

(iii)

the person who is registered under the Land Titles Act
as the owner of the fee simple estate in a farm unit, or
the spouse or adult interdependent partner of that
person,

a person who holds a farm unit under a lease, licence
or permit from the Crown or a municipality, or a
person who occupies the farm unit with the consent
of that holder, and

a person who is purchasing a farm unit from the
person referred to in subclause (i).
AR 203/2017 $23;93/2024

Exemptions from property tax

24 The following are exempt from taxation under Division 2 of
Part 10 of the Act:

(@) one residence in a farm unit, if the residence is

(b)

(i)

(i)

situated in a county, municipal district, improvement
district or special area, and

situated on a parcel of not less than one acre,

to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use
value, for the land in the farm unit, to a maximum of
$61 540;

each additional residence in the farm unit, if the residence

IS

(i)

(i)

situated in a county, municipal district, improvement
district or special area, and

used chiefly in connection with farming operations,

19
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to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use
value, for the land in the farm unit that remains after the
exemption is made under clause (a), to a maximum of
$30 770 for each additional residence.

Exemptions 0 Strathcona County

25 The following are exempt from taxation under Division 2 of
Part 10 of the Act:

(a) one residence in a farm unit, if the residence is

(i) situated in the rural service area of the specialized
municipality of Strathcona County, and

(if) situated on a parcel of not less than one acre,

to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use
value, for the land in the farm unit, to a maximum of
$61 540;

(b) each additional residence in the farm unit, if the residence
is

(i) situated in the rural service area of the specialized
municipality of Strathcona County, and

(if) used chiefly in connection with farming operations,

to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use
value, for the land in the farm unit that remains after the
exemption is made under clause (a), to a maximum of
$30 770 for each additional residence.

Exemptions 8 Wood Buffalo

26 The following are exempt from taxation under Division 2 of
Part 10 of the Act:

(a) one residence in a farm unit, if the residence is
(i) situated in the rural service area of the specialized
municipality of the Regional Municipality of Wood
Buffalo, and
(if) situated on a parcel of not less than one acre,
to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use

value, for the land in the farm unit, to a maximum of
$61 540;

20
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(b) each additional residence in the farm unit, if the residence

IS

(i) situated in the rural service area of the specialized
municipality of the Regional Municipality of Wood
Buffalo, and

(if) used chiefly in connection with farming operations,

to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use
value, for the land in the farm unit that remains after the
exemption is made under clause (a), to a maximum of
$30 770 for each additional residence.

Exemptions 6 Mackenzie County

27 The following are exempt from taxation under Division 2 of
Part 10 of the Act:

(a) one residence in a farm unit, if the residence is

(b)

(i) situated in the specialized municipality of Mackenzie
County, and

(if) situated on a parcel of not less than one acre of land,

to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use
value, for the land in the farm unit, to a maximum of
$61 540;

each additional residence in the farm unit, if the residence
is

(i) situated in the specialized municipality of Mackenzie
County, and

(if) used chiefly in connection with farming operations,

to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use
value, for the land in the farm unit that remains after the
exemption is made under clause (a), to a maximum of
$30 770 for each additional residence.

Exemptions & Jasper

28 The following are exempt from taxation under Division 2 of
Part 10 of the Act:

(@)

one residence in a farm unit, if the residence is
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(b)

(i) situated outside of the town of the specialized
municipality of the Municipality of Jasper, and

(if) situated on a parcel of not less than one acre,

to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use
value, for the land in the farm unit, to a maximum of
$61 540;

each additional residence in the farm unit, if the residence
is

(i) situated outside of the town of the specialized
municipality of the Municipality of Jasper, and

(if) used chiefly in connection with farming operations,

to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use
value, for the land in the farm unit that remains after the
exemption is made under clause (a), to a maximum of
$30 770 for each additional residence.

Exemptions 8 Lac La Biche County

29 The following are exempt from taxation under Division 2 of
Part 10 of the Act:

(@)

(b)

one residence in a farm unit, if the residence is

(i) situated in the rural service area of the specialized
municipality of Lac La Biche County, and

(if) situated on a parcel of not less than one acre,

to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use
value, for the land in the farm unit, to a maximum of
$61 540;

each additional residence in the farm unit, if the residence
is

(i) situated in the rural service area of the specialized
municipality of Lac La Biche County, and

(if) used chiefly in connection with farming operations,

to the extent of the assessment, based on agricultural use
value, for the land in the farm unit that remains after the
exemption is made under clause (a), to a maximum of
$30 770 for each additional residence.
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30 Repealed AR 93/2024 s6.

Part 6
Assessments and
Assessment Information

Definitions
31 In this Part,

(@) ficoefficientd means a number that represents the
quantified relationship of each variable to the assessed
value of a property when derived through a mass appraisal
process;

(b) ffactord means a property characteristic that contributes to
a value of a property;

(c) fivaluation modelo means the representation of the
relationship between property characteristics and their
value in the real estate marketplace using a mass appraisal
process;

(d) fivariabled means a quantitative or qualitative
representation of a property characteristic used in a
valuation model.

Assessment record
32 For the purposes of sections 299 and 299.1 of the Act, the

assessment of a personds property is limited to the assessment for
the current taxation year.

Prescribed assessment information

33(1) The following information is prescribed as the information
that a municipality, on receiving a request under section 299(1) of
the Act, must let an assessed person see or receive in respect of an
assessment of that personds property, if the information is in the
municipal assessords possession at the time of the request:

(@) all documents, records and other information in respect of
that property;

(b) descriptors and codes for variables used in the valuation
model that was applied to the property;

23
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(©)

(d)

where there is a range of descriptors or codes for a
variable, the range and what descriptor and code was
applied to the property;

any adjustments that were made outside the value of the
variables used in the valuation model that affected the
assessment of the property.

(2) The following information is prescribed as the information that
the provincial assessor, on receiving a request under section
299.1(1) of the Act, must let an assessed person see or receive in
respect of an assessment of that personés designated industrial
property, if the information is in the provincial assessoris
possession at the time of the request:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

all documents, records and other information in respect of
that designated industrial property;

descriptors and codes for variables used in the valuation
model that was applied to the designated industrial

property;

where there is a range of descriptors or codes for a
variable, the range and what descriptor and code was
applied to the designated industrial property;

any adjustments that were made outside the value of the
variables used in the valuation model that affected the
assessment of the designated industrial property.

(3) Information prescribed in subsection (1) or (2) does not include
coefficients.

Form and time for providing prescribed assessment information
34(1) Subject to subsection (4), a municipality or the provincial
assessor must provide the information prescribed in section 33(1)
or (2) to the assessed person in one of the following manners:

(@)

(b)

(©)

in hard-copy form with the assessment notice for the
property;

in hard-copy form without the assessment notice for the
property;

through an internet website that is readily accessible to the
assessed person.

(2) The municipality or the provincial assessor must provide the
summary of the assessment to the assessed person within 15 days

24
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of receiving the request under section 299 or 299.1 of the Act, as
the case may be.

(3) Provision of the prescribed information in a manner set out in
subsection (1)(a) or (c) is deemed to have met the requirements of
subsection (2).

(4) If amunicipality or the provincial assessor does not provide the
prescribed information in a manner set out in subsection (1), the
municipality or provincial assessor must make reasonable
arrangements to let the assessed person see the information at the
municipalityds or provincial assessoros office within 15 days of the
request.

Access to summary of assessment

35(1) Subject to subsection (4), on request of an assessed person
under section 300 of the Act the municipality must, and on request
of an assessed person under section 300.1 of the Act the provincial
assessor must, provide the assessed person with a summary of the
assessment in one of the following manners:

(@) in hard-copy form with the assessment notice for the
property;

(b) in hard-copy form without the assessment notice for the
property;

(c) through an internet website that is readily accessible to the
assessed person.

(2) The municipality or the provincial assessor must provide the
prescribed information to the assessed person within 15 days of
receiving the request under section 300 or 300.1 of the Act, as the
case may be

(3) Provision of a summary of the assessment for an assessed
property in a manner set out in subsection (1)(a) or (c) is deemed to
have met the requirements of subsection (2).

(4) If a municipality or the provincial assessor does not provide a
summary of the assessment for an assessed property in a manner
set out in subsection (1), the municipality or provincial assessor
must make reasonable arrangements to let the assessed person see
the summary at the municipalityds or provincial assessoros office
within 15 days of the request.

(5) The 15-day period referred to in subsection (2) applies only in
respect of a summary of the assessment for the first 5 assessed
properties requested by an assessed person in any given year.
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Compliance review
36(1) In this section, icompliance review0 means a review by the
Minister to determine if a municipality has complied with an
information request under section 299 or 300 of the Act and this
Part.

(2) An assessed person may make a request to the Minister, in the
form and manner required by the Minister, for a compliance review
if the assessed person believes that a municipality has failed to
comply with that personds request under section 299 or 300 of the
Act.

(3) A request for a compliance review must be made within 45
days of the assessed personds request under section 299 or 300 of
the Act.

(4) If, after a compliance review, the Minister determines that a
municipality has failed to comply with a request under section 299
or 300 of the Act, the Minister may impose a penalty for
non-compliance against the municipality in accordance with the
Schedule.

Contents of assessment notice

37 In addition to the information described in section 309 of the
Act, the following information must be contained on or attached to
an assessment notice or an amended assessment notice:

(a) astatement specifying where copies of the complaint form
and the assessment complaints agent authorization form
set out in Schedules 1 and 4, respectively, of the Matters
Relating to Assessment Complaints Regulation, 2018
(AR 201/2017) may be found;

(b) astatement

(i) indicating that an assessed person is entitled to see or
receive sufficient information about the personds
property in accordance with section 299 or 299.1 of
the Act or both, or a summary of an assessment in
accordance with section 300 or 300.1 of the Act or
both, and

(if) specifying the procedures and timelines to be
followed by an assessed person to request the
information or summary.

AR 203/2017 $37;146/2019
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Supplementary assessments

38 No supplementary assessment is to be prepared under section
314.1 of the Act unless the municipality has passed a
supplementary assessment bylaw under section 313 of the Act.

Part 7
Transitional Provisions and
Coming into Force

Transitional provisions
39(1) In this section,

(a) RAassessmento includes a reassessment;

(b) fformer regulationd means the Matters Relating to
Assessment and Taxation Regulation (AR 220/2004).

(2) Part 5.1 of the former regulation applies to information
respecting assessments prepared in respect of the 2010 to 2018
taxation years and Part 6 of this Regulation applies to information
respecting assessments prepared in respect of the 2019 and
subsequent taxation years.

(3) Repealed AR 93/2024 s6.

(4) The former regulation applies, and this Regulation does not
apply, to assessments of designated industrial property prepared by
the provincial assessor in respect of the 2018 taxation year.

(5) Except to the extent that subsection (2) or (4) provides
otherwise and subject to subsection (6), on and after January 1,
2018, the former regulation does not apply in respect of any
municipality except the City of LIoydminster.

(6) This Regulation applies, and the former regulation does not
apply, to the City of Lloydminster in respect of the 2023 and
subsequent taxation years.

AR 203/2017 $39;256/2022;93/2024

Coming into force
40 This Regulation comes into force on January 1, 2018.

Schedule

Penalty for Non-Compliance

Action | Penalties*
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Non-compliance with section 299 (the
assessed personds property).

Up to $100 per day after the 15-day
period for providing the information,
to a maximum of $2500.

Non-compliance with section
300 (properties other than the
assessed personds property):

(a) for similar classes of property
having comparable characteristics
to the assessed personds property
(relevant information);

Up to $100 per day after the 15-day
period for providing the information,
to a maximum of $2500.

(b) for dissimilar classes of
property or property having
non-comparable characteristics to
the assessed personds property
(non-relevant information).

$0.

28

* Penalties are not applicable for multiple requests for information on the same
property by the same assessed person during the same taxation year.
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Catalyst Paper Corporation Appellant
V.

Corporation of the District of North
Cowichan Respondent

Indexed as: Catalyst Paper Corp. v. North
Cowichan (District)

2012 sCC 2
File No.: 33744.
2011: October 18; 2012: January 20.

Present: McLachlin C.J. and LeBel, Deschamps, Fish,
Abella, Rothstein and Cromwell JJ.

ON APPEAL FROM THE COURT OF APPEAL FOR
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Municipal law — Bylaws — Validity — Standard of
review applicable to municipal taxation bylaw — What
standard of reasonableness requires in context of judi-
cial review of taxation bylaw — Community Charter,
S.B.C. 2003, c. 26, s. 197.

One of C’s four mills is located in the District of
North Cowichan on Vancouver Island. C seeks to have
a municipal taxation bylaw set aside on the basis that it
is unreasonable having regard to objective factors such
as consumption of municipal services. The District
argued that reasonableness must take into account not
only matters directly related to the treatment of a par-
ticular taxpayer, but a broad array of social, economic
and demographic factors relating to the community as
a whole. The chambers judge upheld the bylaw. The
Court of Appeal dismissed the appeal.

Held: The appeal should be dismissed.

The applicable standard of review is reasonableness.
The power of the courts to set aside municipal bylaws is
a narrow one, and cannot be exercised simply because
a bylaw imposes a greater share of the tax burden on
some ratepayers than on others. The critical question
is what factors the court should consider in determin-
ing what lies within the range of possible reasonable
outcomes. Courts reviewing bylaws for reasonableness

Catalyst Paper Corporation Appelante

Corporation of the District of North
Cowichan Intimée

Répertorié : Catalyst Paper Corp. c. North
Cowichan (District)

2012 CSC 2
N° du greffe : 33744.
2011 : 18 octobre; 2012 : 20 janvier.

Présents : La juge en chef McLachlin et les juges LeBel,
Deschamps, Fish, Abella, Rothstein et Cromwell.

EN APPEL DE LA COUR D’APPEL DE LA
COLOMBIE-BRITANNIQUE

Droit municipal — Réglements — Validité — Norme
de controle applicable & un réglement municipal en
matiére de taxation — Exigence de la norme de la déci-
sion raisonnable dans le contexte du controle judiciaire
d’un tel reglement — Community Charter, S.B.C. 2003,
ch. 26, art. 197.

L’une des quatre papeteries de C se trouve dans le
district de North Cowichan, sur I’Tle de Vancouver.
C demande I'annulation d’un réglement municipal en
matiere de taxation au motif qu’il est déraisonnable eu
égard a des facteurs objectifs telle la consommation de
services municipaux. Le district avance que selon la
norme de la décision raisonnable il faut tenir compte
non seulement de questions se rapportant directement
au traitement réservé a un contribuable en particu-
lier, mais également de toute une gamme de facteurs
sociaux, économiques et démographiques qui touchent
la collectivité dans son ensemble. Le juge de premiére
instance a confirmé la validité du réglement. La Cour
d’appel a rejeté I'appel.

Arrét : Le pourvoi est rejeteé.

La norme de contréle a appliquer est celle de la
décision raisonnable. Le pouvoir d’un tribunal d’annu-
ler un réglement municipal est limité et il ne peut étre
exercé pour la seule raison que le réglement impose
un plus grand fardeau fiscal a certains contribua-
bles par rapport a d’autres. La question cruciale est de
savoir quels facteurs le tribunal doit prendre en compte
pour déterminer en quoi consiste I’éventail d’issues

2012 SCC 2 (CanLll)



6 CATALYST PAPER CORP. V. NORTH COWICHAN

136

[2012] 1 S.CR.

must approach the task against the backdrop of the wide
variety of factors that elected municipal councillors
may legitimately consider in enacting bylaws, including
broad social, economic and political issues. Only if the
bylaw is one no reasonable body informed by these fac-
tors could have taken will the bylaw be set aside.

The fact that wide deference is owed to municipal
councils does not mean that they have carte blanche.
Reasonableness limits municipal councils in the sense
that the substance of their bylaws must conform to the
rationale of the statutory regime set up by the legis-
lature. The range of reasonable outcomes is circum-
scribed by the purview of the legislative scheme that
empowers a municipality to pass a bylaw. Municipal
councils must also adhere to appropriate processes and
cannot act for improper purposes.

The bylaw falls within a reasonable range of out-
comes. The bylaw does not constitute a decision that
no reasonable elected municipal council could have
made. The District Council considered and weighed all
relevant factors. The process of passing the bylaw was
properly followed. The reasons for the bylaw were clear
and the District’s policy had been laid out in a five-
year plan. The District’s approach complies with the
Community Charter, which permits municipalities to
apply different tax rates to different classes of property.
The Community Charter does not support C’s conten-
tion that property value taxes ought to be limited by the
level of service consumed. Although the bylaw favours
residential property owners, it is not unreasonably par-
tial to them.

Cases Cited

Applied: Dunsmuir v. New Brunswick, 2008 SCC 9,
[2008] 1 S.C.R. 190; referred to: Thorne’s Hardware
Ltd. v. The Queen, [1983] 1 S.C.R. 106; Bell v. The
Queen, [1979] 2 S.C.R. 212; O’Flanagan v. Rossland
(City), 2009 BCCA 182, 270 B.C.A.C. 40; Westcoast
Energy Inc. v. Peace River (Regional District) (1998),
54 B.C.L.R. (3d) 45; Canadian National Railway Co.
v. Fraser-Fort George (Regional District) (1996), 26
B.C.L.R. (3d) 81; Hlushak v. Fort McMurray (City)
(1982), 37 A.R. 149; Ritholz v. Manitoba Optometric
Society (1959), 21 D.L.R. (2d) 542; Canada (Citizenship
and Immigration) v. Khosa, 2009 SCC 12, [2009] 1
S.C.R. 339; Pacific National Investments Ltd. v. Victoria
(City), 2000 SCC 64, [2000] 2 S.C.R. 919; Kruse V.
Johnson, [1898] 2 Q.B. 91; Associated Provincial

possibles raisonnables. Le tribunal appelé a réviser le
caractére raisonnable d’un réglement municipal doit
le faire au regard de la grande variété de facteurs dont
les conseillers municipaux élus peuvent légitimement
tenir compte lorsqu’ils adoptent des réeglements, y com-
pris des facteurs généraux d’ordre social, économique
et politique. Le réglement ne sera annulé que s’il s’agit
d’un réglement qui n’aurait pu étre adopté par un orga-
nisme raisonnable tenant compte de ces facteurs.

Le fait qu’il faille faire preuve d’une grande retenue
envers les conseils municipaux ne signifie pas qu’ils ont
carte blanche. La norme de la décision raisonnable res-
treint les conseils municipaux en ce sens que la teneur
de leurs reglements doit étre conforme a la raison d’étre
du régime mis sur pied par la législature. L’éventail
des issues raisonnables est circonscrit par la portée du
schéme législatif qui confére a la municipalité le pou-
voir de prendre des reglements. Les conseils munici-
paux doivent également adopter des processus convena-
bles et ils ne peuvent agir a des fins illégitimes.

Le reglement s’inscrit dans un éventail d’issues rai-
sonnables. Il ne constitue pas une décision qu’aucun
conseil municipal élu raisonnable n’aurait pu prendre.
Le conseil du district a examiné et soupesé tous les fac-
teurs pertinents. Le processus d’adoption du reglement
a été correctement suivi. Les motifs qui sous-tendaient
le réeglement étaient clairs et le district avait exposé
sa politique dans un plan quinquennal. L’approche du
district respecte la Community Charter, qui autorise
les municipalités a imposer un taux d’impdt foncier
propre a chaque catégorie d’immeubles. La Community
Charter ne permet pas a C d’affirmer que les taxes fon-
cieres a payer devraient étre proportionnelles au niveau
de consommation des services. Le réglement favorise
certes les propriétaires d’immeubles résidentiels, mais
il nest pas déraisonnablement partial envers eux.
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principles guide that review. Catalyst argues that
courts can set aside municipal bylaws on the ground
that they are unreasonable, having regard to objec-
tive factors such as consumption of municipal ser-
vices. The District of North Cowichan, on the other
hand, argues that the judicial power to overturn a
municipal tax bylaw is very narrow; in its view,
courts cannot overturn a bylaw simply because it
places a disproportionate burden on a taxpayer.

[8] The British Columbia Supreme Court (2009
BCSC 1420, 98 B.C.L.R. (4th) 355) and the Court
of Appeal (2010 BCCA 199, 286 B.C.A.C. 149)
upheld the impugned bylaw. Catalyst now appeals
to this Court.

[9] I conclude that the power of the courts to set
aside municipal bylaws is a narrow one, and cannot
be exercised simply because a bylaw imposes a
greater share of the tax burden on some ratepayers
than on others.

Analysis

A. Judicial Review of Municipal Bylaws

[10] It is a fundamental principle of the rule of
law that state power must be exercised in accord-
ance with the law. The corollary of this constitu-
tionally protected principle is that superior courts
may be called upon to review whether particular
exercises of state power fall outside the law. We
call this function “judicial review”.

[11] Municipalities do not have direct powers
under the Constitution. They possess only those
powers that provincial legislatures delegate to
them. This means that they must act within the leg-
islative constraints the province has imposed on
them. If they do not, their decisions or bylaws may
be set aside on judicial review.

réviser les reglements municipaux en matiére de
taxation et quels principes il convient d’appliquer a
cet égard. Catalyst soutient que les tribunaux peu-
vent annuler des réglements municipaux au motif
qu’ils sont déraisonnables eu égard a des facteurs
objectifs tels la consommation de services munici-
paux. Pour sa part, le district de North Cowichan
fait valoir que le pouvoir d’un tribunal d’annuler un
tel reglement est trés limité; selon lui, le tribunal ne
peut exercer ce pouvoir pour la seule raison que le
reglement impose un fardeau disproportionné a un
contribuable.

[8] La Cour supréme de la Colombie-Britannique
(2009 BCSC 1420, 98 B.C.L.R. (4th) 355) et la
Cour d’appel (2010 BCCA 199, 286 B.C.A.C. 149)
ont toutes les deux confirmé la validité du regle-
ment contesté. C’est pourquoi Catalyst se pourvoit
devant notre Cour.

[9] Je conclus que le pouvoir d’un tribunal d’an-
nuler un réglement municipal est limité et qu’il ne
peut étre exercé pour la seule raison que le regle-
ment impose un plus grand fardeau fiscal a certains
contribuables par rapport a d’autres.

Analyse

A. Controble judiciaire des réglements municipaux

[10] La primauté du droit pose comme prin-
cipe fondamental que le pouvoir de I’Etat doit étre
exercé en conformité avec la loi. Ce principe pro-
tégé par la Constitution a pour corollaire que les
cours supérieures peuvent étre appelées a examiner
si un exercice particulier du pouvoir de I’Etat est
conforme a la loi ou non. C’est ce que nous appe-
lons le « contrdle judiciaire ».

[11] Les municipalités ne jouissent d’aucun
pouvoir leur étant directement accordé par la
Constitution. Elles n’ont que les pouvoirs que leur
déléguent les législatures provinciales. Cela signi-
fie qu’elles doivent s’en tenir aux contraintes légis-
latives que la province leur impose, a défaut de
quoi leurs décisions et leurs reglements peuvent
étre annulés a I’issue d’une procédure de contrdle
judiciaire.
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[12] A municipality’s decisions and bylaws, like
all administrative acts, may be reviewed in two
ways. First, the requirements of procedural fair-
ness and legislative scheme governing a municipal-
ity may require that the municipality comply with
certain procedural requirements, such as notice
or voting requirements. If a municipality fails to
abide by these procedures, a decision or bylaw may
be invalid. But in addition to meeting these bare
legal requirements, municipal acts may be set aside
because they fall outside the scope of what the
empowering legislative scheme contemplated. This
substantive review is premised on the fundamen-
tal assumption derived from the rule of law that a
legislature does not intend the power it delegates to
be exercised unreasonably, or in some cases, incor-
rectly.

[13] A court conducting substantive review of the
exercise of delegated powers must first determine
the appropriate standard of review. This depends
on a number of factors, including the presence of a
privative clause in the enabling statute, the nature
of the body to which the power is delegated, and
whether the question falls within the body’s area of
expertise. Two standards are available: reasonable-
ness and correctness. See, generally, Dunsmuir v.
New Brunswick, 2008 SCC 9, [2008] 1 S.C.R. 190,
at para. 55. If the applicable standard of review is
correctness, the reviewing court requires, as the
label suggests, that the administrative body be cor-
rect. If the applicable standard of review is reason-
ableness, the reviewing court requires that the deci-
sion be reasonable, having regard to the processes
followed and whether the outcome falls within a
reasonable range of alternatives in light of the leg-
islative scheme and contextual factors relevant to
the exercise of the power (Dunsmuir, at para. 47).

[14] Against this general background, | come
to the issue before us — the substantive judicial

[12] Les décisions et les reglements d’une muni-
cipalité, a I'instar de tout acte administratif, peu-
vent étre révisés de deux fagons. D’abord, les exi-
gences en matiere d’équité procédurale et le régime
législatif qui régit la municipalité peuvent I'obliger
a respecter certaines exigences de nature procédu-
rale, notamment en matiére d’avis ou de vote, et sa
décision ou son réglement peut étre jugé invalide
si elle néglige de suivre ces procédures. Mais en
plus de pouvoir étre annulés au motif que ces exi-
gences légales minimales n’ont pas été respectées,
il se peut que les actes d’une municipalité le soient
parce qu’ils outrepassent ce que le régime législa-
tif permettait de faire. Cette révision sur le fond est
fondée sur la présomption fondamentale, découlant
de la primauté du droit, selon laquelle le législateur
ne peut avoir voulu que le pouvoir qu’il a délégué
soit exercé de facon déraisonnable, ou, dans cer-
tains cas, incorrecte.

[13] Un tribunal procédant a la révision sur
le fond de I'exercice de pouvoirs délégués doit
d’abord déterminer la norme de contréle qu’il
convient d’appliquer. Cela dépend d’un certain
nombre de facteurs, notamment I’existence ou non
d’une clause privative (aussi appelée disposition
d’inattaquabilité) dans la loi habilitante, la nature
du délégataire, et la question de savoir si la déci-
sion reléve du domaine d’expertise de ce dernier. Il
existe deux normes de contrble : celle de la déci-
sion raisonnable et celle de la décision correcte.
Voir, de fagcon générale, Dunsmuir c. Nouveau-
Brunswick, 2008 CSC 9, [2008] 1 R.C.S. 190, au
par. 55. Dans le cas ou la norme qu’il convient
d’appliquer est celle de la décision correcte, le tri-
bunal de révision exige que I’entité administrative
ait agi correctement, comme I’'indique I'appella-
tion de la norme. Dans le cas ou la norme appli-
cable est plutdt celle de la décision raisonnable, il
exige que la décision soit raisonnable en considé-
rant les processus suivis et si le résultat s’inscrit
dans un éventail raisonnable d’issues possibles,
compte tenu du régime législatif et des facteurs
contextuels pertinents quant a I’exercice du pouvoir
(Dunsmuir, par. 47).

[14] Cest sur cette toile de fond que j'aborde
la question que nous sommes appelés a trancher :
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review of municipal taxation bylaws. In Thorne’s
Hardware Ltd. v. The Queen, [1983] 1 S.C.R. 106,
at p. 115, the Court, referring to delegated legisla-
tion, drew a distinction between policy and legality,
with the former being unreviewable by the courts:

The Governor in Council quite obviously believed that
he had reasonable grounds for passing Order in Council
P.C. 1977-2115 extending the boundaries of Saint John
Harbour and we cannot enquire into the validity of
those beliefs in order to determine the validity of the
Order in Council.

(See also pp. 111-13)) However, this attempt to
maintain a clear distinction between policy and
legality has not prevailed. In passing delegated leg-
islation, a municipality must make policy choices
that fall reasonably within the scope of the author-
ity the legislature has granted it. Indeed, the parties
now agree that the tax bylaw at issue is not exempt
from substantive review in this sense.

[15] Unlike Parliament and provincial legisla-
tures which possess inherent legislative power, reg-
ulatory bodies can exercise only those legislative
powers that were delegated to them by the legis-
lature. Their discretion is not unfettered. The rule
of law insists on judicial review to ensure that del-
egated legislation complies with the rationale and
purview of the statutory scheme under which it
is adopted. The delegating legislator is presumed
to intend that the authority be exercised in a rea-
sonable manner. Numerous cases have accepted
that courts can review the substance of bylaws
to ensure the lawful exercise of the power con-
ferred on municipal councils and other regulatory
bodies (Bell v. The Queen, [1979] 2 S.C.R. 212;
O’Flanagan v. Rossland (City), 2009 BCCA 182,
270 B.C.A.C. 40; Westcoast Energy Inc. v. Peace
River (Regional District) (1998), 54 B.C.L.R. (3d)
45 (C.A); Canadian National Railway Co. v.
Fraser-Fort George (Regional District) (1996), 26
B.C.L.R. (3d) 81 (C.A)); Hlushak v. Fort McMurray
(City) (1982), 37 A.R. 149 (C.A); Ritholz v.

la révision judiciaire sur le fond des réglements
municipaux en matiére de taxation. Dans Thorne’s
Hardware Ltd. c. La Reine, [1983] 1 R.C.S. 106, p.
115, la Cour, faisant référence a la législation délé-
guée, a établi une distinction entre la politique et la
Iégalité, la premiére ne pouvant étre révisée par les
tribunaux :

Le gouverneur en conseil a manifestement cru avoir des
motifs raisonnables de prendre le décret C.P. 1977-2115
qui étendait les limites du port de Saint-Jean et nous ne
pouvons nous enquérir de la validité de ces motifs afin de
déterminer la validité du décret.

(Voir aussi p. 111-113.) Cependant, cette tentative
de conserver une distinction claire entre la politi-
que et la Iégalité n’a pas été maintenue. En exercant
son pouvoir législatif délégué, une municipalité
doit faire des choix de politique qui relevent rai-
sonnablement de I’étendue de l"autorité que la légis-
lature lui a octroyée. De fait, les parties convien-
nent maintenant que le réglement en matiére de
taxation en cause dans la présente affaire n’est
pas, en ce sens, soustrait a la révision sur le
fond.

[15] Contrairement au Parlement et aux Iégisla-
tures provinciales, qui jouissent d’un pouvoir légis-
latif inhérent, les organismes de réglementation
ne peuvent exercer que les pouvoirs législatifs qui
leur ont été délégués. Leur pouvoir discrétionnaire
n’est pas sans limites. La primauté du droit exige
que le contrdle judiciaire de la législation délé-
guée s’assure que celle-ci est bien conforme a la
raison d’étre et a la portée du régime Iégislatif sous
lequel elle a été adoptée. Il faut présumer que le
Iégislateur qui délegue un pouvoir s’attend a ce que
celui-ci soit exercé de maniere raisonnable. 1l a été
reconnu dans de nombreux cas que les tribunaux
peuvent réviser le contenu des reglements munici-
paux afin d’assurer I’exercice légitime du pouvoir
conféré aux conseils municipaux et a d’autres orga-
nismes de réglementation (Bell c. La Reine, [1979]
2 R.C.S. 212; O’Flanagan c. Rossland (City), 2009
BCCA 182, 270 B.C.A.C. 40; Westcoast Energy
Inc. ¢. Peace River (Regional District) (1998),
54 B.C.L.R. (3d) 45 (C.A); Canadian National
Railway Co. c. Fraser-Fort George (Regional
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context of bylaws passed by democratically elected
municipal councils.

[24] It is thus clear that courts reviewing bylaws
for reasonableness must approach the task against
the backdrop of the wide variety of factors that
elected municipal councillors may legitimately
consider in enacting bylaws. The applicable test is
this: only if the bylaw is one no reasonable body
informed by these factors could have taken will the
bylaw be set aside. The fact that wide deference
is owed to municipal councils does not mean that
they have carte blanche.

[25] Reasonableness limits municipal councils in
the sense that the substance of their bylaws must
conform to the rationale of the statutory regime set
up by the legislature. The range of reasonable out-
comes is thus circumscribed by the purview of the
legislative scheme that empowers a municipality to
pass a bylaw.

[26] Here the relevant legislation is the
Community Charter. Section 197 gives munici-
palities a broad and virtually unfettered legislative
discretion to establish property tax rates in respect
of each of the property classes in the municipal-
ity, unless limited by regulation. The intended
breadth of the legislative discretion under the cur-
rent legislative scheme is highlighted by the fact
that the government of British Columbia ceased
to impose regulatory limits on the ratios between
tax rates in 1985. Section 199(b) of the Community
Charter allows the Lieutenant Governor in Council
to make regulations on the relationships between
Class 1 and Class 4 tax rates, and no regulation
of this sort has been reintroduced since the repeal
of the 1984 regulation, which prescribed a 1 to
3.4 ratio between residential and major industry
tax rates (B.C. Reg. 63/84, adopted pursuant to s.
14.1(3)(b) of the Municipal Finance Authority Act,
R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 292, the predecessor of s. 199(b)

été analysées ci-dessus restent donc pertinentes et
applicables. Bref, ces causes indiquent ce qui est
raisonnable dans le contexte particulier de regle-
ments adoptés par des conseils municipaux élus
démocratiquement.

[24] 1l est donc clair que les tribunaux appelés
a réviser le caractere raisonnable de reglements
municipaux doivent le faire au regard de la grande
variété de facteurs dont les conseillers municipaux
élus peuvent légitimement tenir compte lorsqu’ils
adoptent des reglements. Le critére applicable est le
suivant : le reglement ne sera annulé que s’il s’agit
d’un réglement qui n'aurait pu étre adopté par un
organisme raisonnable tenant compte de ces fac-
teurs. Le fait qu’il faille faire preuve d’une grande
retenue envers les conseils municipaux ne signifie
pas qu’ils ont carte blanche.

[25] Lanorme de la décision raisonnable restreint
les conseils municipaux en ce sens que la teneur
de leurs reglements doit étre conforme a la raison
d’étre du régime mis sur pied par la législature.
L’éventail des issues raisonnables est donc circons-
crit par la portée du schéme législatif qui confére
a la municipalité le pouvoir de prendre des regle-
ments.

[26] Laloiapplicableenl’espece estlaCommunity
Charter. Son article 197 confére aux municipalités
un pouvoir discrétionnaire large et quasi illimité
de fixer les taux de I'impdt foncier a payer au
titre de chacune des catégories d’immeubles se
trouvant sur son territoire, sous réserve des limites
prescrites par réglement. La portée de ce pouvoir
que le régime législatif actuellement en vigueur
confere aux municipalités ressort du fait que le
gouvernement de la Colombie-Britannique a cessé,
en 1985, d’imposer des limites réglementaires
aux rapports permis entre les taux d’imposition.
L’alinéa 199b) de la Community Charter donne
au lieutenant-gouverneur en conseil le pouvoir de
prendre des réglements sur le rapport entre le taux
d’imposition des immeubles de catégorie 1 et celui
des immeubles de catégorie 4, et aucun reglement
de ce genre n’a été pris depuis I'abrogation du
reglement de 1984, qui prévoyait un rapport de 1:3,4
entre le taux d’impdt foncier sur les immeubles
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Reasons for Judgment Reserved
The Honourable Justice Pentelechuk

I. Overview

[1] This appeal concerns the authority of the Metis Settlements General Council (General
Council) to adopt assessment and taxation policies which treat the property of Settlement members
and Settlement member-owned corporations differently from that of non-Settlement members and
corporations. The four appellants T none of whom are Settlement members or corporations T own
and operate businesses on the Fishing Lake Metis Settlement (Fishing Lake). The policies in issue
were adopted without consulting or providing notice to the appellants. As a result of these policies,
the appellants form the entirety of Fishing Lakeds property tax base, and each experienced a
significant increase in their property tax liability to Fishing Lake.

[2] The appellants sought judicial review, challenging the policies as ultra vires the General
Council (outside its granted power or authority), on the grounds that the differential tax treatment
must be expressly authorized, and in any event, was neither expressly nor implicitly authorized by
the Metis Settlements Act, RSA 2000, ¢ M-14 [MSA]. The General Council admitted that the
policies have a discriminatory effect and that the discriminatory tax treatment is not expressly
permitted under the MSA, but argued express authorization is not necessary. Rather, the
discriminatory tax treatment was implicitly authorized and therefore lawful.

[3] The chambers judge agreed with the General Council, finding that fiexpress authorization
for discrimination is not necessary, but that éimplicit delegation by necessary inferenced, implied
authorization, authorization 6in effectd or 6necessarily or fairly implied by the expressed power in
the statuted will be sufficient to authorize differential treatmento: Canadian Natural Resources
Limited v Fishing Lake Metis Settlement, 2022 ABQB 53 (Decision) at para 65. She applied a
reasonableness standard of review, concluding the policies represented a reasonable exercise of
the General Councilos delegated authority under the MSA and were therefore lawful. She further
found that the General Council owed no procedural fairness to the appellants when passing the
policies. The appellants now appeal.

[4] In a broad sense, this appeal engages the concept of discrimination in an administrative law
sense, which is permissible provided the discrimination is not beyond the General Councilés
powers or authority as defined by its enabling statute, the MSA. Whether the discrimination is
permissible in turn depends first, on whether the common law rule requiring express statutory
authority to discriminate in the area of tax still prevails, and if not, whether authorization is
necessarily inferred by the MSA.
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[29] Notwithstanding this disagreement as to whether Vavilov or Katz applies, the parties
maintain that their preferred result follows regardless of which authority is adopted. This is perhaps
because both Vavilov and Katz reduce to asking essentially the same question when it comes to
administrative law discrimination: is the discrimination authorized by the enabling legislation,
expressly or by necessary implication, thereby meeting the common law test? In Katz at paras 47-
48 the Supreme Court applied the common law test for whether discrimination is authorized to
determine the vires of the delegated legislation at issue. The same question dominates even if the
issue of administrative law discrimination is considered within the confines of a fireasonablenesso
review under Vavilov. The Supreme Court in Vavilov, citing Katz, recognized that the common
law will impose constraints on what an administrative decision maker can lawfully decide: fiFor
example, an administrative decision maker interpreting the scope of its regulation-making
authority in order to exercise that authority cannot adopt an interpretation that is inconsistent with
the applicable common law principles regarding the nature of statutory powerso: at para 111. In
short, discrimination not authorized by the applicable common law test will render the delegated
legislation unreasonable and ultra vires.

[30] The focus is therefore on whether the chambers judge properly identified the common law
test in the context of discriminatory tax treatment and her application of the test to the MSA. If the
common law test is as argued by the appellants T that discriminatory tax treatment must be
expressly provided for in the statute T the appeal must be allowed, the General Council conceding
no express authorization is found in the MSA. If the common law test allows for administrative
discrimination by necessary inference, the legislation must be carefully examined to determine
that necessary inference.

IVV. Does Discriminatory Tax Treatment Require Express Statutory Authorization?

[31] As noted, the General Council does not dispute that the unequal tax treatment as between
Settlement members and non-Settlement members contained in the 2019 Policies constitutes
fidiscriminationo in the administrative law sense. It contends, however, that the common law test
for the vires of the Policies is whether the discriminatory tax treatment is expressly or implicitly
authorized by the MSA and that the chambers judge was correct in finding implicit authorization
to be sufficient.

[32] The general rule is that discrimination found in delegated legislation can be authorized by
enabling legislation either expressly or implicitly: Allard Contractors Ltd v Coquitlam (District),
[1993] 4 SCR 371 [Allard Contractors] at 413; R v Sharma [1993] 1 SCR 650 [Sharma] at 667-
668; Shell at 282.

[33] The appellants accept this test as being applicable in most contexts but contend that the
rule does not apply in matters of taxation; in such cases (of which the 2019 Policies are an obvious
example), authorization must be express. They suggest this stricter rule is longstanding and
unbroken, originating as far back as the late nineteenth century decision in Jonas v Gilbert (1881),
5 SCR 356 [Jonas]. As a corollary, the chambers judge is said to have erred by instead relying on
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the test as set out in Shell and Sharma: see Decision at paras 61-66. | disagree. As | explain, the
modern test for authorizing administrative law discrimination is no different in the context of
taxation.

[34] In Jonas, the Supreme Court of Canada found a municipal bylaw ultra vires on the basis
that it amounted to unauthorized discrimination by imposing different licensing rates between
residents and non-residents to carry on business. Ritchie CJ noted that the figeneral power to tax
by means of licenses involved the principle of equality and uniformityo and concluded that any
fideparture from uniformity and impartiality ... cannot be inferredo. He reasoned that the power to
tax ficonferred no power to discriminated and that fia power to discriminate must be expressly
authorizedo. Ritchie CJ further suggested that the enabling statute fimust be construed strictlyo,
noting that fi[t]he general rule that the powers of a municipal corporation are to be construed with
strictness is peculiarly applicable to the case of taxes on occupationso: at 365-367. In the case of
differential treatment between residents and non-residents, no such express authorization existed
in the enabling statute.

[35] However, as early as 1907 in City of Hamilton v Hamilton Distillery Co (1907), 38 SCR
239 [City of Hamilton], the Supreme Court softened its application of the strict rule when
considering authorization of an indirect tax. The issue in City of Hamilton was whether a bylaw
could validly permit the fiCity of Hamilton, in administering its water works, [to] charge one class
of manufacturers a higher price for water supplied than another, € the only difference between
them being the nature of their businesso: at 254. In concurring reasons, Davies J concluded that
the discrimination was not authorized by the express language or by reasonable implication, stating
at 249: fi... if the language used fell short of expressly conferring the powers claimed, but did confer
them by a fair and reasonable implication I would not hesitate to adopt the construction sanctioned
by the implicationo [Emphasis added].

[36] The rationales underlying the decision in Jonas have been overtaken in the ensuing years.
This is largely due to the evolution of municipal powers which are no longer strictly construed but
now interpreted broadly and purposively: United Taxi Driversd Fellowship of Southern Alberta
v Calgary (City), 2004 SCC 19 at para 6; St Paul (County) No 19 v Belland, 2006 ABCA 55 [St
Paul] at paras 10-16. Municipal corporations are no longer restricted to express grants of authority,
and fi[t]he old system of trying to list exhaustively each and every object and power that a
municipality could pursue was abandonedo: St Paul at para 14. It follows that municipalities may
also exercise powers that are necessarily implied or incidental to their express powers. As noted
in lan Rogers, The Law of Canadian Municipal Corporations, loose-leaf (Toronto: Thomson
Reuters, 2019) at §63.32:

The proposition that local authorities are confined within the limits of their express
powers does not mean that they are limited to the precise terms of the grant and that
the power to do each particular act must be specifically delegated. They may also
exercise powers which are necessarily or fairly implied or incidental to their express
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powers. Implied powers are not limited to those which are indisputably necessary
to carry into execution those expressly granted but they are implied from the
necessity that the latter may be more completely executed. They may arise by
natural implication from a grant of an express power or by logical inference from
the purposes and functions of the corporation with which they must be in
consonance. [Emphasis added]

[37] | see no reason to distinguish the jurisprudential evolution of municipalities when
considering the status of the General Council. Just like municipalities under the Municipal
Government Act, RSA 2000, ¢ M-26 [MGA], the MSA establishes the General Council as a
corporation with the rights, powers, and privileges of a natural person, signalling that historic
limitations have been largely set aside: MSA, ss 214-215.

[38] This evolution of municipal powers in turn colours how courts understand administrative
discrimination itself, the Supreme Court of Canada stating in Sharma at 668:

The rule against discriminatory by-laws is an outgrowth of the principle that, as
statutory bodies, municipalities dmay exercise only those powers expressly
conferred by statute, those powers necessarily or fairly implied by the expressed
power in the statute, and those indispensable powers essential and not merely
convenient to the effectuation of the purposes of the corporationd (Makuch,
Canadian Municipal and Planning Law (1983), at p. 115).

| therefore reject the appellantsd argument that the chambers judge erroneously relied on municipal
law authority outside of the tax context to find implied authorization is permissible. In short, it is
no longer the law that a power to discriminate in taxation must be expressly authorized.

[39] The transition away from this strict test in Jonas, even in cases involving taxation, is
evidenced in later Supreme Court decisions. In City of Montreal v Civic Parking Center Ltd et al,
[1981] 2 SCR 541, the question was whether the City6s enabling statute authorized a bylaw that
taxed parking grounds differently depending on their area, rather than taxing them all according to
a fixed rate. The Supreme Court concluded that the enabling statute expressly permitted a specific
form of tax discrimination, but in so doing, quoted (at 559-560) the text Rogers, The Law of
Canadian Municipal Corporations, vol 1 (Toronto: Thomson Reuters):

€ The burden lies on those seeking to establish that the legislature intended to take
away the rights of individuals to show that by express words or necessary
implication such an intention appears. So a statute which invests local bodies with
authority to restrict or take away the common law right of every subject to employ
himself in a lawful manner in any lawful trade or calling is to be strictly scrutinized.
The same rule applies where the municipality has a right to impose a tax on
occupations. [Emphasis added]
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[40] In Allard Contractors the Supreme Court upheld as intra vires municipal bylaws which
permitted different soil removal fees depending on whether the use was commercial or non-
commercial. lacobucci J (for the Court) accepted that the bylaws were discriminatory with respect
to commercial use but found implicit authorization for treating commercial and non-commercial
users differently. That is, while acknowledging the differential treatment was not expressly
authorized by the enabling legislation, the Supreme Court adopted the test from Sharma that
Aauthorization can be either express or implied as a necessary incident of powers delegatedo: 415,
[Emphasis added]. This less rigid test was applied notwithstanding that the fees in question were
found to be a form of indirect taxation ancillary to a broader licensing scheme.

[41] In seeking to maintain a firm distinction between tax and non-tax matters for purposes of
the test to authorize discrimination, the appellants emphasize the following statement from
McLachlin Jés dissenting opinion in Shell at 259:

Discrimination in the granting of licences, taxes and municipal privileges is
generally viewed as requiring express authorization by the empowering legislation
because of the presumption that the legislature intends all citizens to be treated
equally on such matters. [Emphasis added]

[42] Shell did not involve taxation but rather municipal resolutions not to do business with a
particular company owing to its connection to South Africa during apartheid. Both McLachlin J in
dissent and Sopinka J for the majority accepted that the question was whether such discrimination
was fiexpressly or impliedly authorizedo (282), the Court instead diverging on whether the power
to treat Shell differently could be implied on the facts.

[43] McLachlin J found the discrimination was implicitly authorized by the municipalitys
enabling legislation. In so concluding, she drew a distinction between licences, taxes, and
municipal privileges on the one hand, and business powers on the other, positing that fithe power
to discriminate in the exercise of municipal business powers is readily inferred from general
language authorizing a city to do businesso (260, Emphasis added). This is because the business
power includes a presumption that fithe municipality has the power to make distinctions between
citizens and firms on a wide variety of groundso (ibid), whereas a different presumption operates
in relation to licences, taxes, and municipal privileges, namely that fithe legislature intends all
citizens to be treated equallyo (259).

[44] McLachlin Jos statement at 259 is not a legal statement that tax discrimination must be
expressly authorized by the enabling legislation. Rather, it is an observation that the practical
reality flowing from the presumption that citizens are to be treated equally in matters of taxation
means that i